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W pcohibiiod invd abroad for a pronmea 

lOTai Arrt doe^ -who acred as mb mtennediaiy with flic Paleadae 
pyygp O» gn««fl og (PtO). Ahmad Tibi, a g n armiogi tf . <aid Frtday 
he bad pbnoed to go to E^ypc witb bis this week bat reodved a 
tbree-momh inwl ban foxa flie biieciortTdBuiiv wUehoM 


wid he w« to have met tcoiof Emuiag ofljaids 
iDcfodmg Osama Al Baz. polhKil adviser to Preadcai Mobank. 
“'Moeav {HOCests at piohibitioas on JciA leaving oflier GOunines asi*t 

^*^**^ ^yy*g*^.”^****°yp«yfe«pgelallywhenIaaiMilgadi 
anzea. u I did stXDcflBag puz me on niai.’* 7% loM Remcfs. 

brfere tto I was pomWy pomj to meet the PLO bw ft was 

po^ vise, w given a two-month tnvel baa last Jdy. 

TOM^ named as. mcMcaam in alleged cotuaai 

fot^ Saeox hCnJ^ Exer WcEonaa and flie PLO on Isntf s vODOSat 
to h«d eteetkos m the occupied West Bank and Sflp. TS>i 33 has 

also me^aiedul&adi-AnbDaiiiaets for pcooaercxdiangea. ' 
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IsTMl approves Palestinian bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — IsraeU nilitafy autbomies have 
granted pumiii ioo for the «^«hiichmgnt of the first Palesunian-awned 
oonunercia] bank in the ocoqned territories, (he bank's investor said 
Friday. The move follows suxemeou by oCfidab that Ixmd was 
oocoidcriiig steps to aid "ecoDomic devefopotem" in ibe oceopied Wea 
Bank and Gaza Skzip and make the !.75 mOikm Arabs there less 
dependent on jobs in the Jewbfa state. Kama! Hassounch. a b usines em a n 
in Hebron, said be received army approval for the bank this week, six 
years after applying, and would meet Israeli central bank officials sooa to 
condibODS of operations. "! rbinfc there is some change in Israeli 
ptflicy. Before ibcy refused to give any big projects approval for the West 
Bank. TTicy understood we now need this bank because we eassot 
develop our ocoaomy without one," Hamouneh told Resieis. "Tbs is tbe 
first Palestnuan-owned bade ui the occupied tenitoncs since 1967." be 
said. Israel allowed flic Amtean-based Cairo-Amisdn Bank to open 
brandies in the West Bank in 19S6. 


"lore tha,?.-i 
'?« like *a, 


VoisBe 15 Nusober 4584 


AMMAN SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1990, JUMA*DAH AL THAN! 11, 1411 


Price: Jordan 100 fUs; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; L'A£ 1.50 dirhams 


dieted Bush orders Egypt's 

aiities. jImKf 


« a debt cancelled 

w- They'*^^®^;WASHlNGTONCAP) — Ptesi- 
?ge On Tjj Jrdent George Bnsh Friday 

•®*i*®“* foigiveiicss of Egypt’s 
-S7<4dEoa in militaiy debts as a 


>^es and ^jcwaid for tbe coimay for its 

ople make 'Cooperation with the U.S. 
;ton sajjj_ u^i^eflbrts against Iraq. The presi-’ 
lied the hieh^ ’ secoriiy 

“You kn^" ™*®*®*® ***^ ^ actioo was 

— Iwcausei ’!* necessary for "die s aco cs s of 
'ies for fre- ^^iDacil Siiekl,” the code name 
rging S7 iri for tnilitaiy operation 

Angeles ^ action, 

ible." Treasuxy Z>epaTt- 

IV Awarrf ? *^.®en£ Pentagon to rednee 

ah Ber. h. ^ 

nail ** faigiveoess w!udi Con- 

wn foj an approved as pan of this 

^>^:More than 250 


Soviets leave Iraq 


lAcIac II BAGHDAD (AP) — Moretfaan 

” 7 .* . Soviets leit Iraq Friday and 

S I iDlltstioft' Z>qiiity Igtv Be- 

* kxBov met with Iraqi leaden 
W YORK (AB, seeking an agr eem mt to teimin- 
0 lelcsias sa«k.' Soriet companies cootraca 
tariors and *» *** ofOdals rqjorted. The 
Id is .-.n j. '^Soviets left ^waxd an Aeroflot 
S ' aizlmer shonly af- 

d n-r ter midxnght (2100 GMT nmn- 

er **?>• ^ ^ 

•■ ^ u • ^^ airitfted by Soviet and Iraqi air> 

’^^fineis by Jan. 10, five days be- 

- . '“*®'® fore dm deadline sec by the 

‘ ; ' It United Natkms for Iraq to witb- 

Md risi, {jjgnv ^otn Kuwait or &oe milit- 

I felt ;; aiy action Iqr U.S.«led nmhma- 

® tiraal force. Soviet efifflomats 

r.g. iglesiasnUi said Beionsov met wzA Eatp 

on t need to (pod; Deputy Prime Mmieter Saadoim 

ng ;n a mork.' Hamaifi, a dose assodate of 

its he ~oiiJd"l(At: PiesUent -*^«*tfetn Hussein, for 

's s'jo'r. 3 i';icrsnia talks on “Itilateial relations.** 

ctcr." but be m Ratfio said Belousov 

: i:. " dtsoused ways of devdoixBg je- 

Jatfoos between Iraq the 

Soviet UminTriftHamatfi, wlm 

in chai;^ of economie 

OuI©ll8S Mlt ielatk>Ds with foreign countries. 

5t film by • 

w York criiifi Soviet deputies 
, vokk at-i «»««"«* ovw G“W 

^fellas, ns IBS* MO^W (AP) — TTie Soviet 

>cor:^^. and E- pariumest has urged a peaoenl 
Tt Di Niro. Ii2' sdution to the Gulf crisis but 
is fr.?T. UK Nff ^ refteiated the country’s s up port 
f. the U.N. restdution on the 

Pilegp'siv^'nse of foioe to drive Iraq out of 
j rood jianufi'KnwaiL On the last day of hs 
urrt> hisi^F'104es&OQ tiiat was otmsumed 
:he rVdrral tiiStWitfa domestic poHticaJ changes, 
nrc*£r2mintf. lE-the 2,2S0-member Ooagress of 
Vo'V of Deputies ajqnoved a 

that affirmed "sup- 
(lii^POrt for relevant U.N. Security 
Tesolations odiidi were 
®fo““ Iraq’s invasion of 
^ according to the state 

\'tA in agenqr TASS. Legislatozs 

j i^faBed on Iraq “to ln{^ 

f';.^7'\fjnlss**®P°°®Nlity for the destiny of 
«s^**** Iwmdand and intemation- 
■' “'- »r Mr. j:**P**oe and to fulfill demands of 

international community 
fbased on the rules of civilised Hfe 
Jjand legality.” TASS said the 
^ expressed support for 

-wsE?*® PoBdes and decisions taken 
Ni'j gTgiwWn leadership. 

'-Hid 

-• ifipS* 

'? W^^'^*'"wicans can dial 

ijtinie to a new toll teleiAtme 

I’imnhber, Americans can get aB 
( 5 ? . news on protests 

' railitaiy involvo- 

jri number 

Th<? provides an 

. nfs: on protests and rem a 

:-.-ior for the Coalition to 

■LI eflstf’'® ^.S. Maitaiy IhterventioB 

- , j.j. East. The coalition 

'ays file phone number, \rincfa 
^ been opera tin g about 10 
.-.4 nof . ^ ^ raised tiioiisands of 
r 'diO ® , loflais. 


^is 

pwj^curlty beefed up 

■ *'^^iSS«'!:jNCHORAGE (R) — Security 
T.1® MoiKfoo* the United States’ trans- 

p^jdine has been in- 
>j because of possible 

a by badccis of offi- 

- ;ii ^ said. The threat of war in 
gi-d . Gulf has led officials to 

>i^.!Cvahiate secozity fbr flic 1,300- 
^(^l^lometre p^sefine that divers 
ntiffion barrels of Of] a day. a 
' of U.S. production. 

S- officials said at least one 
u^-lephoned. threat has been 
againct the pipdfne since 
' mraded Knwait tm Aug. 2. 


7 . ^ carries oil from Pradhoe Bay 

petite Arctic ocean to die gulf <rf 


Israeli terror group 

attacks Palestinians, 
vows more assaults 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
A Jewish vigilante gro up ri«** 
d ai me d reqxinsbility for sboot- 
three Palestinians in a road- 
side ambush waned it woold 
launch more attadcs m Arabs, 
an ^laeli jornnaEst said Rciday. 

Reporter Roni SbsJted of 
Yediodi Afaronoth daily said an 
anonymous caller told b«m an 
hour after tbe shoot^ Thursday 
ni^ that “this is the first activ- 
ity of the groiq>, and there are 
going to be more actions, and 
much worse than this.'’ 

Relatives of the victims »nH 
Iszaefi liberals blamed Isnel’s 
ri^-wing government for tbe 
attack, saying its lax atthude 
towards Jewish militants encour- 
aged vieflence against Arabs. 

The shooting a trade came a 
day after three Jewish settlers 
were freed after serving Jesstiian 
seven yean of a life term for 
killing three Pdesthuans in a 
riiooting ^ r e e and imwming two 
West Bank mayon with car 
bombs. They were greeted as 
heroes by fidlow settlers. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Mc^she Arens condemned Thurs- 
day’s shoothig as a “criminal 
act” and said the assailants 
would be *‘most severely 


pn ni sfa ed. ” A vi Pazner , a 
qxAesnian for Prime Mnrister 
Yitzhak Shamir, called the 
attack “shodun^" 

One of the viahns. 30-year- 
<dd Faisal Amer, was in serious 
but staUe oonditioo after being 
shot several times in the chest, 
leg and abdomen, said a qx>kes- 
man for Jerusaloo's Hadassata 
bcMpital. 

Amer’s 31-yeai-old sister, 
Xbdssam, was in sable condition 
after being shot in the hancL Her 
mng-wMiiifwiM daughter, who 
was hit by shrapnel m the hips, 
was also sable, Mdcd said. 

Amer, a physidau from the 
West Bank town of K^ron, was 
driving his sister and nieoe bc»ie 
bxe Thmday when his car was 
flagged down by a man in army 
miifbnn on the main highway 
between Bethlebem and Heb- 
ron, Israel army radio said. 

Amer tiowed down die car 
and tbe man in unifoim started 
riiootijig trith a submachine jnm, 
the repoR said. When Amer 
tried to get out of the car, tire 
assaOanz approached and con- 
tinued firing until Amer ced- 
lapsed on ^ ground. 

Zbtissam said tbe assaflant odd 
her that “you wUl both efie, and 
Gcxi will not protect you.” The 
assaflant fled in a car vtithydlorw 


“This is cnoouragemeni of ter- 
rorism, and I expect more idll- 
higs from both sides if tbe gov- 
eniment doesn't stop tins,'* Mid 
Hassan Hussein Amer. SO, a 
cousin of Faisal and ibeissam. 

Lefi-wiog legislator Yossi 
Sarid cited tbe e^y release from 
prison of tbe throe milicant set- 
tiers, members of a groiqi called 
the “Jewish Underground.” 
“There is no doubt that the 
rriease of the murderers was an 
encouragement for additional 
murderers. Since the Jewish 

(Continued on page 51 


Israel expects 40,000 
emigres this month 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel in 
December wiS register the high- 
est mraithly total of immigrains 
in its 42-year histoty as a resolt 
of a smge in Soviet arrivals, an 
Israeli immigration official said 
Friday. 

Simha Dinitz, head of the 
quasi-govenunent Jewish Agen- 
cy, told a news conferenoe that 
about 35^000 Soviets would be 
among the 40,000 Jews coniii^ 
in December, “a record montii 
in the histoiy of immig ration in 


assists the Israeli govemmeni in 
tranqionmg and resettUng nn- 


He noted, however, dial tiie 
in flu x was creating major hons- 
mg problems and said tiie gov- 
eminent should take over ooo- 
stznction to resolve tiie exists. 


than 200,000 immigrants this 
year, about 90 per cent of the 
Soriets. The totiQ win be second 
only to 1949, sriien more than 
239JXX) immigrants arrived in 
the new state. 

Soviets have been pouring 
into Israel since tbe spiii^ 
1^, wiien the Soviet Union 
*^ 9 ^ its policy on exit permits. 

Dinitz said the pace has 
aooeierattd in recent weeks bo- 
caose of increasuig nnoertainty 
hr die Soviet Union and better 
tr ansp ortation arrangements by 
Israel. The Jemsh Agency 


Dinitz said tiiat discussions 
witb newly arrived Soviets 
showed “the question of lack of 
stability, the dirintegzaitioa of 
the tystem, is tbe thing tiiat 
wmiies them mosL" 

In addition, he said, Israel has 
impeoved its transpoit axraage- 
via Budapest, Buciiai^ 
and Wanaw. 

He said the bousing crisis was 
created becaose the oonstraction 
planwtrf by the govenuneat had 
not been carried ouL 
Dinitz said, for example, that 
govenmient budgeted for 45.000 
new honaqg muts this year, but 
that only 27,000 had ^en 
started. Not a sin^e one of tbe 
15,000 planned prefabricated 
hornes hu been erected, be said, 
and only 950 of 30,000 mobile 
homes have been moved into 


hotels, collective forms, army 
camps and public buildings. 

He s^ that Israel estimates 
there are three miltioa to 3.5 
mfllim Jews in die Soviet Un- 
km, about one million higher 
tiian Soriet estimaces, and dm as 
many as 2.2 million ocHild come 
to Inael. 

He noted that more than 
200,000 have arrived over die 
past two years and that one 
millioD more alzeaity have Israeli 
invitations to immigrafo- 

“We are already workmg on 
the seomd million,” Dinhz said. 
“I think easily another millioa is 
in the pipeline provided no 


Kouang hfinister Ariel Shar- 
on said Thursday he was con- 
sidering bringing in foreign 
bnildxng workers to qieed iqi 
coDStmetioD. He telephone 
mayors of major towns nxging 
than to accept more imnugrants 


He ine(ficred “atfifScnlisicua- 
tion for the next 10 to 12 months’ 
and said die government should 
take over oonstniction. 

Dinitz said be did not beEeve 
the newcomeis would have to be 
housed in tents, as srane Israeli 
officials have said. Instead, be 
saki, Israel win have to make use 
of “every avmlable qioce” in 


vans on die roofs of houses until 
premier sites were jnepaFcd. 

The influx was highlighted 
p<^itical as well as social jmib- 


The proqiect of two million 
newoomexs has alarmed Paiesti- 
wiMM who believe tiiese and 

(Continued on paige 4) 


a Israeli hoense jflaies driven by 


The army said no soUSen 
were involved in the incideot. 
Most Israeli men serve in the 
army reserves until they are in 
their SOs and hare easy access to 
arnty nnifoims md weapons. 

The gafigr who lele^flioaepd 
Sbaked daimed reqxtttibQity in 
the name of a group itself 

the "ZiomEi Avengexs-" 

“We shot at an Arab car 
tonight, and 1 bc^ people were 
killed in die atzack.” Shaked 
quoted the caller as saying. 

Relatives of tbe victims 
Warned offic i al (Israeli) leniency 
toward Jewish extre m ists for the 


Iran demands U . S . pullout from 
Gulf, urges regional solution 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — framan 
PiKsideiit Huhoni Rafsanjam 

warned Friday that tbe Gulf is in 
imminent dm^ger of war and 
urged the United States to poll 
out troops from die regpon and 
let the Gulf states resWve the 


diciT ^gresBon and leare die 
r^ioii to its oua so that we can 
solve the region’s proUems with 
peace and cooperation,” die 
radio quoted RafsaDjaiii as 


Tehran Radio quoted Rafsan- 
jani as saying in apnyer sennon 
at Tdiran Univentty that both 
Iraq and the United Stares' 
dxmld cad thdr “aggression." 

“Iran reiterates that the 
og g iiwaagM i (Ml Kuwait be en d ed, 
Iraty forces return to baq and 
arrogant fences, e^iedaOj the 
U.S., who have come to ^ 
legioo on this pretext with 


“We pray that both sides 
oome to th^ senses and there 
be no bloodshed and misdiief in 
the r^oD,** be add e d. 

Im, fraq's foe in die 1981V88 
Gulf war, has caDed for a region- 
al SCAotkm from the aatset of dte 


said recendy diat the Iranians 
“feel diat a r^ional security 
airabgcment under U.S. ao- 
spices would probaUy mean that 

Sao£ Aza^, and not Iran, 
would be the fowuoied conntiy” 
to lead such a force. 

Still locked under a Western 
arms esdiaigO. fran is nevetthe- 
Icss engaged in an mnbitioas 
effort to rebuild its dehqndated 


their aggi^on-’ 

The Iranians have condmnned 
Daq’s Ang. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. Th^ have equally de- 
nounced the U3.-led mnhhia- 

tiooal force sent to Saudi Ani- 
Ina. 

“The U.S. fu rees should end 


Iran, which has the most 
p ow er f u l army in the zegioa af- 
ter Iraq, aspires to lead a xe^on- 
al foTO to polioe the Golf, 
aocording to eaxfier sratemeiil 
made by Rafoanjani. 

Westero ana^fsts believe the 

framans fear tto a long-term 

presence of U.S. forces in the 
region would throtzte those 


.Shm! Bakhash, a histoiy pr> 

feisor in the United States adio 

has written extensivety on ban. 


Tehran Tdcviiioa Thursday 
showed off Tehran's latest arms 
p coc or e m enti Advanced Soviet- 
bmlt SA-6 anti-aircraft mtstiles 
for die air wing at the Islamic 
Revtrimionaiy Guards Chips. 

The aeqnisitioa of the mobile, 
radar-guided SA-fls is a bigboc« 
for Iran’s badly depleted milit- 

aty, which sufiim friM a ehronic 
shortage of advanced we^xms. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency ^RNA) said padnates 

instniiaed in of the weapons 
tystem test fired an SA<6 at a 
mflykary base Thursday, 




PROTEST 


AMMAN: Women w a vi ng fb^ nnd 
fo from of the L'.N. office in Amman Friday 


agaiiMrt the fnteroepdon by tbe hmiIHmHw — 1 feroes in the Gotf of 
an Iraq-bound pence sbh> (See story ou 3) 


dianting a plea to U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush. Tbe chant 
wras: “Mr. Bush... we su fyort 
the PLO.” 


from Haifa, Uamed tbe CDX in 
participation in tbe .second 
annual women's peace-oonfor- 
eoce on the Irarp invasioa of 
Kuwait and fear of growing 
violence in Israel. 

Tbe Gulf crisis has cut visi- 
tors to Israel in half, and 
revenge ***aek^ by both Ai^ 
and Jews hare followed the 
October massage of over 20 
Palestinians by police in Jeni- 
salem. 

Angela Liberattue, from 
Bologna, Italy, said tbe 
worseniDg sitoaiioD in Jeru- 
salem was (dear. 

‘Yon oome for peace and 
you are tiymg. Bat you know 
it is beoMaii^ more tense and 
difficult to do anything, eves 
jest to walk in the street,” she 


Last year over 3 JX)0 Euro- 
pean. Israeli aod Palestinian 
women marched through 


oon fer enoe. but the march was 
broken up by pobee after a 
Palestiniatt was raised. 


Women’s 
meeting | 

protests 
Israeli j 

occupation 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — About 3QQ European. | 
Ammcan and Isneti women ; 
held a silent protest Friday j 
^aiiisc Israel's occupation of | 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
to open an international 
wmnen's peace conference. 

Tbe visitors bolstered a 
weekly protest by Israelis 
known as the Women in 
Black, but seveial protesters 
noted participation in this 
year^ peace conference was 
deefdy cut by die Golf crisis 
and growing violence in 
Israel. 

Among tbe foreigneis was a 
16-woman delegation from 
the United Stexes whose merc- 
beis said they were protesting 
Israel’s “apartbeid-iike neat- 
umt of cte Palestimans." 

“We are fiirious that close 
to 54 billioa a year of our tax 
dollan is going to support tbe 
occupation and we for the 
cutti^ of aD aid,” said tbe 
American group’s leader, 
Barbara Lo^ of Berkeley, 
GaHforma. 

“I am an American Jew 
witb strong ties to Israel... and 
it is for the sake of Israel... 
that we must stop supporting 
tins brutal occupaaon," she 
added. 

hfilton Plan, a 70-year-oid 
tourist from Philadelphia, 
Peontytvama, ovetfaeard the 
remark and cursed at Lubin. 
“She is the enemy of our 
people,” Plan said. 

Some Americans and other 
partidpants held a separate 
protest later outside the U-S. 
consolate in West Jenisalem, 


Iraq and U.S. say no 
change, no compromise 


IRAQ AND the United States 
refused to budge in the Gulf 
crisis, ruling out any oomprom- 
fse and saying there was no 
progress towmds last gasp-peace 
talks to avert a new year war 
over Kuwait. 

“No compromise on any- 
flring,” U.S. President Geor}^ 
Bush told reporters as a 17-st^ 
American task force headed for 
the Gulf to bolster tbe multina- 
tional war machine ranged 
against Iraq. 

“Our policy is fixed,” said 
Iraqi Information Munster T^tif 
Al Jassem. He insisted there 
would be DO surprise initiatives 
either before or after the Jan. 15 
U.N. deadline for Bagdad to 
puli out of Kuwait or face war. 

“From OCT side there is no 
movement... no flexibility,” he 
told tiie Britirii Broadcasting 
Corporation in an interview 
from Baghdad. There would be 
“DO change between now and a 
couple of years or three years or 
10 years," over Kuwait, be said. 

Bush, denying press reports of 
progress towards breaking the 
Washington-Baghdad deadlock 
over a date for a dialogne, said 


on Thursday: “There’s nothing 
going on. 

Jassem said it was up to tbe 
United States to make the first 
move to start talks. “We are 
ready for any change in tbe 
situation from the American 
side,” be said. 

Bush wants to open a dialogue 
before Jan. 3. He has rejeoed 
Iraq’s insisteaoe Jan. 12 for 
meeting U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker as too dose to tbe 
deadline for possible war. 

NATO's top general said 
meanwhile tbe multi-uacional 
“Desert Shield” force in the 
Golf will be ready to push Iraq 
out of Kuwait after Ian. IS tf 
required. 

“I think the forces wfl] be ready 
if necessary by Ju. 15,” U.S. 
General J<^ Galvin, NATO's 
supreme allied commander 
Europe, told journalists Friday 
as he watched U.S. army trucks 
being loaded at Rotterdam 
aboard ships bound for the Gulf. 

A oemvoy of 17 warships car- 
rying 16,000 forces began leav- 
ing the United States on Friday 
for the Gulf, less than three 
weeks before the U.N. deadline. 

Bush has dismissed rqxirts 
that the United States is still 


Iraqis test-fire new 
missile , spark alert 


IRAQ FRIDAY test-fired a 
: soxfooe-to-suifoce missile for the 
I second time this week, shooting 
. it away from multinational 

■ forces in Saudi Arabia, the U.S. 
! central command said. 

I “The firiag appeared to be 
I part of an actional testing or 
I training mission,** said Casey 
! Mahon, a central command 
; ^lokesman. 

Mahon said the misale laitrfwH 
in Iraq. He could not comment 
, on the alen status of the 300,000 
i U-S. troops is Operation Desert 
i Shietd during the firing. Addi- 
: tional details about the fligbc 
j path or tbe kind of missile were 
I also not released. 

I Reporters visiting tbe bo^tal 
j ship USNS Mercy said crew 
■, members went on a heightened 
I state of alert around noon be- 
I cause of tbe misdle launch, car- 
i i)1ng ibeir protetive gear ariosi 
j cbemical weapons with them. 

Laud-based troops have 
I already beeu on a heightened 
: alert because of the possibility of 
; an attack over the Christmas and 
; new year hoUdays. 

Iraq test-fired a missile 
! Wednesday under nearly iden- 
j deal drcumsiances. the U.S. 

■ mib'tary said. 

j The test filing of an Israeli 
I mkrile into tiie Metixterranean 
i last Friday also prompted a low- 
I level alert for a cfaentical attack. 

Brixah and U.S. militaiy 
\ aah reported that Iraq test-fired 

: severs] Scud mfegfog from east 

j to west on Dec. 2. Hred nortii to 
• south, Che mbsDes would bit 
Saudi Arabia. 

Tbe Los Angeles ’Hmes re- 
ported last week that the Dec. 2 
Iraqi test-firing of three 


medium-range missiles reported- 
ly took U.S. military offirials by 
surprise. 

*rhe first launch of the series 
was oofnpleicd before American 
satellites and sensors noticed it, 
tbe Times reported, and Israeli 
and U.S. officials readied their 
air forces for attack. 

Israeli sources said tbe Dec. 2 
tests were carried out on an 
updated version of tbe Al Hus- 
sein missile, an Iraqi variant of 
the 5cud-B with an extended 
range of 600 Idlometres. Three 
missiles were launched, the 
soirees said. 

Offidals have expressed con- 
cern that the pressure of tbe Jan. 
15 U.N. deadline allowing the 
use of force against Iraq might 
prompt Bagdad to launch a 
pre-emptive strike. Iraq has 
threate^ to hit Israel first to 
split the Arab and Western 
coalition ranged against it. 

Tbe Iraqis are believed to 
have up to 1,000 surface-to- 
sorface missiles of various types, 
either Soviet-built SS-1 Scud-Bs 
or fraqi variants of that weapon. 
Baghdad bought about 2,000 
Seud-Bs from Moscow during 
the lS>80-88 Gulf war and laun- 
ched scores during that oonflicL 

It ts not knofwn whether Iraq's 
missiles are capable of carrying 
chemical warheads, altbongh 
there have been reports dim 
they have deployed some che- 
mical warheads with their Scud- 
Bs. 

filicide commHDdo6* 

Thoosaiids of Iraqis have been 
named as coounandos for suicid- 
al attacks agunst tbe U.S.-led 

(CoBtinned oo page 51 


weeks away from being ready to 
mount a full military stiike. Offi- 
cials were quoted Friday as 
saying Bush fovours a quick war 
to save American lives. 

U.S. Defence offidals were 
reported Friday to be planning 
inoculations for troops against 
biological w*arfare. 

Saflors and marines began 
leaving U.S. ports for tbe Gulf 
on Friday aboard 17 ships, in- 
clnding the aircraft carriers 
America and Theodore 
Roosevelt from the Norfolk nav- 
al base in Virginia. 

Navy offidals said it should be 
a two-week voyage, meaning the 
ships would arrive before the 
Jan. IS deadline. Aircraft car- 
riers ou station in the Middle 
East regiOD are tbe USS Sarato- 
ga in tbe Eastern Mediterra- 
nean, the USS Midway in the 
Arabian Sea and tbe USS Ken- 
nedy in the Red Sea. 

Tbe deployment of such a 
large number of U.S. warships 
to one pan of the world is 
nnpreoedented since the Viet- 
nam war. 

The Defence Department said 
U.S. troops in Sau^ Arabia and 

(Continaed on page 4> 


TV censors 
call off 

Shevardnadze 

programme 

MOSCOW (R) — Broadcasting 
offidals Friday cancelled a tele- 
vision programme about tbe res- 
ignation of Foreign Minister 
^uard Sbevardoa^. 

Alexander Lyubimov, presen- 
ter of the popular weekly 
Vzglyad (Viewi, said the can- 
cellation of Friday's edition was 
especially troubling at a time 
when the country was taking a 
conservative turn. 

Shevardnadze, an archiiea of 
'reform under President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, resigned last week 
saying tbe Soviet Union was 
heading towards dictatorship. 
He denounced his critics as 
“reactionary.” 

A qxikeswoman for Vid, tbe 
company tiiat produces Vzglyad, 
?taid a statement would be read 
before tbe programme's usual 

broadcast time to explain why it 
had been cancelled. 

“In essence, the announce- 
ment will say the programme 
was cancelled by the le^rship 
of the state committee for radio 
and television because of... a 
difference in opinion over events 
of tbe past year,” she told Reu- 
ters by telcpboiie. 

“...A differeDoe between the 
leadership and the auibors (of 
the programme).” 
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Middle East News 


Arab allies fill front lines, 


but offensive role unclear 


HAFR Al^BATIN, Saudi Ara- 
bia (AF) — The front line 
array^ against Iraq b a mized 
bag of Arab'Islamic forces 
whose role in the northeni Saudi 
desert may be merely symbolic. 

As the U.N/S Jan. 15 deadline 
approaches for Iraq to withdraw 
ffom Kuwait or fiice force, it*s 
still not clear what part the Arab 
forces would play in a potentially 
bloody offensive. 

More than 100.000 Saudb, 
Egyptians. Syrians, vengeful 
Kuwaitis and others have joined 
forces against Iraq. 

Forces from PalJstan, Moroc- 
co. Bangladesh. Niger and 
Senegal have planted their flags 
on Saudi soil. Some contingents 
are little more chan token fences. 

Behind them are about 
350,000 American. British and 
French troops with the firepower 
needed to hammer Iraq. 

“If peace doesn’t arrive, and if 
we’re ordered by our supreme 
commanders, we can teach him a 
lesson he’ll never forget.” 
boasted Lt. Gen. Khalid Ben 
Sultan, a Suadi prince wbo com- 
mands the llS,000-5troiig Arab- 
Islamlc force. 

These are big i£s. 

Not all members of the Arab 
alliance will sound “diaige” if 
the U.S.-led multinational force 
is ordered into Kuwait. 

The Kuwaitis, of oouxse, want 
their country back, but they 
won’t fight in Iraq. 

Tbe Swdis will fight with the 
United States and its allies if 
invited by Kuwait. The Egyp- 


tians say they will do ^riiat the 
Sandb do. 

The Syrians and others have 
said only that their role here b 
defensive and to stop aggression. 

“It’s dear that are varying 
feveb of commitment in terms of 
willingness to use offensive miOit- 
ary action to adnevc our objec- 
tive,” tj.S. Defence Secretary 
Di^ Cheney acknowledged re- 
cently. 

What the Arabs will do if Iraq 
carries out its threat to attack 
Israel with missiles is anodrer 
problem. It would be difficnlt for 
the Syrians and the Sandb to 
fight Iraq if h gels into a shoot- 
out with Israel. 

The Arab states ‘*that really 
count” are the Sandb and the 
Egyptians. Cheney said. 

The Sandb have a 75,000- 
stFOQg army and air force; tbe 
Egyptians ^vc pled^d 10.000 
troops, induding two armoured 
divbioiis. 

Tbe Egyptians and Syrians, 
who have sent an armour^ divi- 
aon with their 20.000-man con- 
tingent, bring combat experi- 
ence to tbe Saudi desert. Both 
have fought tbe Israelb and tbe 
Syrians have been in action in 
Lebanon. 

But some analysts say the big- 
gest contribution tbe Arab- 
Islamic force makes b symbolic 
— a stand that helps to silenoe 
criticism of Western forces 
ooenp^g a land where Islam’s 
holiest shrines are iocared. 

Tbe military show will be run 
by the Americans and tbe British 


because they have tbe ej^eri- 
enoe and tbe firepow^ needed 
to breach Iraq’s formidable de- 
fenoesm Kuw^ 

Tbe Arab alliance b “a useful 
show of political solidarity.” said 
Ian Kemp, a militazy analyst 
with Jane’s Defence Weekly. 

“But if it comes to an offen- 
sive operation, 1 don’t think 

theyll play anything but a mar- 
ghui] role. The Americans and 
the British wiS play the lead.” 

Some expect a force of 
Kuwaitis and Sandb to spcax~ 
bead the U.S.-British effort as a 
political gesture. 

**Thb wiU ahow tbe Arab- 
Iilamic forces to say they were 
the ones who liberated Ktzwait 
Qty,” said Tony Banks, political 
editor for Jane’s. 

“But vdien it comes to real 
tiling, the Americans and the 
British win bear tbe brunt of h.” 

By agreement, no o ffe nsive 
can be launched from Saudi sofl 
without the consent of King 
Fahd and U.S. President George 
Bush. 

Id the defensive configura- 
tion, Prince Khalid serves as 
co-commander of the 28-nation 
force with Gen. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, tbe U.S. oomman- 


"If there's any bloodshed, I 
can assure you Saudi forces will 
be the first to s;nll h,” Khalid 
stressed recently. “If anyone 
touches my land, you will see 
vidous soldiers vdio win do their 
job weU.” 


Rabbi’s comments spark Afghan 


uproar among Israelis 


anniversary 


TEL AVIV fAP) — An ultra- 
orthodox rabbi considered a 
political kingmaker has enraged 
religious and secular Israelb by 
saying the holocaust was God's 
punishment for sins such as 
viloating the Sabbath and eating 
pork. 

“Not for a long time has any 
single remark caused snch an 
emotional reaction.” said Razi 
Barkai. host of a ra^o talk show 
that was flooded with hundreds 
of calb Thursday over the re- 
marks of rabbi Eliezer Schaefa. 

Barkai said calb ran about 
3-to-2 against tbe 97-year-old 
rabbi, wbo said another disaster 
may befall Jew for .?pQlatxng 
tra£tional religions tebeb. 

“The last time he brought 
destruction, it was tbe holocaust. 
... because of the sins, the 
Almighty may bring another 
holocaust upon us, a^ it may 
already be tomorrow.” Scfaadi 
told Jewish Seminaiy students 
earlier tins week. 

“Rabbi Schadi today b one of 
tbe most powerful men in Israeli 
politics and each one of fab 
words create, a lot of noise,” 
said sociologist Menacbem 
Friedman, an expert on religious 
communities. 

Earlier thb year. Scbach — 
tbe si^tual mentor of Degel 
Hatorab (Torah Rag party) and 
Shas (Torah Guardians) — 
helped Prime hfinbter Yitzhak 
Shamir fbnn a government by 
ordering fab followers to join 
Shamir’s coalition. The faction's 
support gave Shamir 60 votes in 
the 120-member parliament. 

In exchange, the party asked 
for a series of reform laws, in- 
cluding a ban on sexually sug^ 
tive ads and sale of pork, forbid- 
den by Jewbh dietary laws. 

- Tbe Knesset (parliament), 
earlier thb month outlawed out- 
door adveitisng that features 
scantily clad people. It b ex- 
pected to take up some of the 
other proposab soon. 

Tbe proposed laws have 
angered many secular Israelb, 
who daim the ultra-orthodox 
minority carries too much infiu- 


Schaeb's comments on the 
holocaust were repeating a 
theme common in the Bible: Of 
divine retribution against the 
Jewirii people for straying from 
tbe path of their reli^ous law. 

But many took hb remarks to 
mean that the Jews somdiow 
were to blame for tbe Nazb' 
behaviour. 

“Tbe Almi^ty keeps a ba- 
lance sheet of the world, and. 
sriren the sins become too many, 
he brings destruction. We don’t 
know how long hb patience 
holds out. sometimes 20 years, 
sometimes 10 and sometimes' 
fAoly.a year,” Sdiadi said. 

^ha^’s chief rival. New 
York-based rabbi Menachem 
Schneexsohn, told supporters 
Thursday the Jews vdxo died in 
tire holocaust were “pure and 
holy.” 

“Heaven forbid someone 
should say that the Jews sinaed 
in some way and God settled 
accounts with them and imposed 
on them the most terrible sent- 
ence of tbe past generation,” 
stud Schneersofan. tte influential 
leader of the Hasidic Habad 
movement. 

Sonie of Schaefa’s sharpest cri- 
tics were holocaust survivon. 

Menabem Russak. a snrvivor 
of the Auschwitz camp and a 
former commander of tte Israeli 
police unit investigating Nazi 
war crimes, said Schach 
“shamed and haniiliated” holo- 
caust victims. 

Hb voice shaking. Russak told 
listeners that Sefa^ “not only 
exonerated the Nazi m urde rers, 
but turned them into messengers 
of God vrixo were sent to punish 
the pet^le of Israel for not 
observing tbe Torah.” 

But another caller, an nltra- 
ortfaodox woman who lost rela- 
tives in tbe holocaust, defended 
the rcabbi. 

“With all the pain I have. 1 
can nndexstand hb words. We 
believe in the link between, sin 
and punishment.” said the 
woman, who did not give her 
name. 


quietly 


KABUL (R) — The 11th 
anniversaxy of the Soviet inva- 
sion of A^anistan pased off 
without official mention in 
B^bol — but the war vdxicfa has 
claimed a million-and-a-half 
Afghan lives rumbled on. 

There were no public speeches 
or gatherings to mark the 
anxxiversary in the capital Thurs- 
day. 

**We dem’t want to remember 
the events of December 1979 — 
events which have brought m 
much tragedy to our o o untr y .” 
said a senior Foreign Nfinis- 
tzy official. 

Soviet troops seized key build-' 
ingS in Kabul on Dec. 27. 1979. 
in an attempt to bolster A^gh^ 
nistan’s Marxist govennnent 
which had come to power in a 
coup a year earlier. 

The country was plunged into 
a bitter war between the Soviet- 
backed Kabul government and 
Western-backed Mnjahedeen 
guerrillas. 

Soviet txo<^ were witixdrawn 
in February 1989 and Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev de- 
nounced their intervention. 

Tbe withdrawal failed to bring 
peace, however, and tbe Mu- 
jahed^ are still trying to over- 
tixrow Afghan Presidem Najibul- 
lah. 

Pi ghffng was continuing th« 
week about 30 kilometres south 
of Kabul, where the rebeb 
attacked government posts along 
a defence line several days ago. 

On Thursday, heavy ex- 
changes of artflleiy and rod:et 
fire were beard in the c e nt re of 
the capital until midnight, shak- 
ing doors and windows and 
breaking the silenoe of tile Kabul 
Valley, which has had tbe first 
heavy snowfall of winter. 

“Instead of remembering tbe 
Soviet invasioii. we want to 
emphasise the spirit of national 
reconciliation,” one Afghan 
journalist commented. 


Kuwait 


Dozens killed in mystery 


and Iraq 


attack in Somali capital 


fight over 


credentials 


atU.N 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Kuwait and Iraq dosed out the 
year at the IJnited Nations 
Thursday by drallengfng cadi 
otheris memberdi^ in foe world 
body, each writing to the 
secretary-general about the 
aDeged illegithnacy of the other. 

However, neither delegation 
demanded any specific action 
from the Gener^ Assembly, 
whose members in any case 
would probably reject sudi re- 
quests, offidals said. 

Iraq, wbidi invaded and occu- 
pied Kuwait on Aug. 2, said in 
its note, released Wednesday, 
that the “felicitous union pro- 
duced by the merger of Iraq and 
Kuwait” matte them once a gain 
a single state and said the two 
therdbre should be represented 
by a single U.N. delegation. 

Consequently, Baghdad en- 
tered a reservation to a decision 
by the General Assembly’s 
credentials oommittee to accept 
the legitimacy of the “so-called 
delegation of Kuwait.” 

Knwaxt was quick to respond 
and on Thursday sent its own 
letter to the secretary-geuexaL 

Tbe document, not yet offi- 
daOy released, said Kuwait was 
entering an official reservation 
oa the Iraqi delegation’s creden- 
tials because Bagdad was “uot 
a peace-loving regj^. had com- 
miTted crimes agamst humanity 
and therefore “h^ no place in as 
organbatioi]”. 

Tbe credentials conunittee has 
completed its report but its 
acceptance by the General 
Assembly was postponed. 


MOGADISHU (R) — Several 
dozen people were mied Friday 
in heavy fighting between gov- 
ernment troops and an armed 
gang who attaclced a fuel depot 
in a nOTtbero suburb of the 
Soman caifftal, witnesses said. 

"The extent of damage to the 
depot is not yet known ... it is 
not even dear who is fitting 
whom,” one wi tness told Ren- 
ters. 

“But foe place b littered wifo 
dozens of dead bodies, in mifit- 
ary fatigues and civilian 
dotbes.” 

Witness said there were about 
six attackers. State-nm Moga- 
dishu Radio said the gang fli^, 
leaving behind a car, rifle, and 
two hand greiu^. 

Tlfitnesses said mortars and 
azxtomatic rifles were used in the 
fighting at the depot, in tbe 


Mogadishu suburb of Axgenlina. 

AmbulaDoes willi sirens blar- 
ing carried wounded soldiers 
from the battiegrouid t o the 
govenusent hospital, witnesses 
srud. 

A jouznalist living in tire ^s- 
trict said security forces had 
tnari*- many arrests, and troops 
2uid surrounded the area. 

Eariier tins week, heavfly- 
anned police and security per^ 
soimel were combing parts of 
Mbgadiriic for arms and explo- 
aves after poUcemcn were 
viib-H 01 an ambush. 

There has been an upsurge of 
violence in Mogadisfan in recent 
weeks, with several rebel groups 

intensifying their fight to ovefr 
'throw President Mohammad. 
Siad Bane, wbo has ruled since 
1969. 


BuUd-up in Gulf hits 


American rural health 


PALISADE. Colorado (AP) — 
The callup of reservists for the 
Gulf buildup is striking medical 
care hard in rural America, leav- 
ing some small towns without 
doctors and forcing retired 
physicians back to work. 

Dr. Victor Hoefher. 70, was 
enjoying his retirement last 
month when his son. Victor C. 
Hoefner III. an army national 
guardsman, was call^ up for 
duty in Che Gulf. 

Now the elder Hoefner has 
taken over his son's family prac- 
tice in this western Colorado 
community. 

The Defence Department 
won't say how many doctors 
have been called up, citing 
security. In addition to the 
activation of members of the 
army, navy and air force reser- 


ves. die Bimy has begun forcing 
some retired medical officers 
back into uniform. 


The effect of the callup is 
quickly felt in small towns, and 
the tndefmite duration of the 
crisis is adding to the problem, 
according to niral h^th ex- 
perts. 

“Are we talking three months, 
six months or a year?” asked 
Toby Turner, spokeswoman for 
the National Ru^ Health Asso- 
ciation in Kansas Qty. 

“Rural health has been in 
crisis anyway, and losing 50 per 
cent of your small bt^pit^’s staff 
at one time is just too much of a 
blow. Tlie militaiy is just filling 
slots in these units without 
paying any attention to a metfic- 
al reservist’s role at home.” 


U.S. mixed signals continue 


on troop readiness 


WASHINGTON { AP) — Could 
U.S. forces in the Gulf go to war 
on Jan. IS? Or shortly after Jan. 
15? Or not until Feb. 15? 

All are prospective strike 
dates raised by U.S. offidals in 
recent days, ^ conflictijigtignals 
emerge from the adnrinfatration 
on whether ud when the nation 
is ready and able to go to wu. 

President George Bush now 
says there’s been enongfa talk 
about the preparedness ^ U.S. 
forces. 

“Fve said all X want to say 
about readiiiess.” be told r^ior- 
teis Thursday. “I thixik it would 
be very nsefnl if from the presi- 
dent and others there were fewer 
comments about readiness.” 

Then he proceeded to talk 
about readiness. 

Bush sought to dispel reports, 
stemming originany from pnUic 
statements by foe depo^ U.S. 
commander in tbe Gulf, that 
U.S. fo rce s will not be leatiy for 
offensive action until mid- 
February — a monfo after tiie 
Jan. IS deadline set by foe Un- 
ited Nations for Iraq’s withdraw- 
al frmn Kuwait. 

*T feel that tbe situation is 
exactly where I was told it was 
going to be at this time.” foe 
presideDt said. “Don’t bdieve 
those repons yoo’re reading,” 
he said of accounts that bis 
mili tary advisers are warning 
against launching an attack be- 
fim mid-Fetena^. 

Bush said he was “very com- 
fortable” with what his aides 
have UM him about tbe pre- 
paredness of tbe U.S. force, foe 
largest contingent of a multina- 
tional force arrayed against Iraq. 

Tbe Umted States now has 
300,000 troops in tbe region; the 


force is eventnally to grow to 
430,000. One aide, speaking on 
conefition of anonymity, said the 
president would not be deterred 
from launching a strike, if neces- 
sary, eveu if ^ U.S. troops and 
equipment ate not in place. 

Bush said he “absolutely” 
stood by bis comment last Satm- 
day that U.S. and allied forces 
could “respond vigorously” on 
10 minntes’ notice if provedeed 
by fraq. 

He ssud his top mOitaiy advis- 
ers — Defence Seoetaiy Didc 
Cheney and General Colin 
Powell, diainnan tbe Joint 
Chiefr of Staff — did not try to 
diange his mind on that point 
vfoen they briefed him Monday 
on their trip to tbe Gulf region. 

On the other hand, tbe presi- 
dent called “too provocative” a 
question as to wbefoer he would 
have any hesitation in going to 
war on Jan. 15. And te never 
directly denied news reports 
quoting U.S. officials saying the 
troops will not be sufficiently 
ready for offensive action nntfl 
weeks after the Jan. IS deadlixK. 

Bash's comments came in the 
wake of a jumble of conflicting 
statements from senior U.S. 
officials. 

Last Wednesday, army Ll- 
Gen. Calvin Waller, secood-m- 
command of U.S. forces in Op- 
eraxkm Desen Shield, told xe- 
portexs Bosh should wait until 
mid-February if he wants to 
axtadt because the tro<^ would 
not be ready until then. 

'White House Pres s Secretary 
Marlin Fltzwater then said Wal- 
ler meant the troops ‘Hnxght not 
be as ready as th^d like to be... 
for aH tbe cootingeixcies.” 

The Defence D^»rtment said 


Cheney was “not cfi^leased” by 
Waller’s comments. Some offi- 
cials said U.S. air power wonld 
be folly prqnred for a strike 
even if ground troops were not. 

Then Cheney himself said that 
“soon after Jan. 15,” tbe UJS. 
forces wonld be “in a pootion to 
take mOxtary action in conjunc- 
tion with our allies.” 

Bush entered the readiness 
fray on Saturday, stating that he 
co^ lanndi an attack in 10 
mmutes. 

The varying statements caused 
^pecnlation foat foe adminzstra- 
tion was deUbexalely trying to 
put Iraq off balance. Htzwater 
told reporters that, “it never 
hurts to bnild in a little uncer- 
tainty about what our intentions 
are as it relates to Jan. IS.” 

Admxoistxation officials have 
stressed that Jan. IS is not a 
strike date, but merely an au- 
thorisation date. 

Asked what message he 
wanted Iraq to get on tbe xeafo- 
Dcss issue. Bosh said Thursday, 
“We axe geting to fully imide- 
meiit foe Unit^ Nations resohi- 
ti(»s,” whidx incinde one au- 
tfaoiishig use of force. 

A seniOT adxxnmstration offi.- 
cial said, meantime, h has been 
decided not to talk about readi- 
ness any more. 

Asked for an indicatioa ai 
winch of tbe 'various statements 
represented foe real admimstra- 
tkm position, the offidai said 
only, “1 wonld take the presi- 
dent’s comments most serions- 
ly.” 

As to Bush’s statement that he 
could go to war in 10 mixnxtes. 
the offidai, speaking <xi condi- 
tion of anonymity, said, “his is 
foe last word.” 
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Morocco opens probe into rioting 


RABAT (AP) — The Moroccan partiamc^ has CTcatca a spcoal 
oonmiission to investigate nationwide rioting two wedts ago. The 
Gommusion numben 25 rnfiDg and opposition legblatbre, 
hKHadiiig two reprweoting tbe main labour moms that called the 
Dec. 14 gffleral strike. The 206>oiember pariian^ ordexed lite 
probe lateThuzsday after majority membeis agreed to allow 10 
oppositioo d^mties onto foe c uuimisH^ . Offidalsoprceaixieaii- 
wfaite stated that 670 peo^ have been hivestigated in connection 
with the distnibances, and the nomber ODBld rise in connng days. 
Coum senteiKed at least S7 to stiff jail sentences Ihesday and 
Wednesday in Tangters, Meknes and Fez. The rioting Dec. 34-15 
broke out in several dries in tbeir country during a long-iilamed 
general strike by tbe nation’s two laz;^ labonrumODS. Fez, the 
country*8 spultual and inteflectnal ca p i t al , waatiis nte of foe most 
extensive violenoe. Soktiexs and police xntezvmed as rioters 
atta^ed hotels, post offi^ and a polioe station. The government 
has said that five people were killed in riie violenoe in Fez and 127 
injured, rfaim aboot 30 people were kiDed. 


Warships savs sinking Iranian coaster 


RAS AL KHAIMAH (AP) —The Norwegiaa coast guard cutter 
Andenes. aided by a French waxshqi, saved a small Iraxuan 
from Catty Friday near foe Strait of Hbnmiz, 

gateway to the Gulf. The frei^ter, the Amadj-22, sprang a leak 
as it was Dubai to tiie framan port of Bandar Abbas 

with a cargo of sugar. The Norwegian cutter, whkfa has a c rew of 
80 vohmteeis, responded when the Iranians fired six red (fistxess 
flares. Arild Skram, tire cnttei's commander, said in a rarfio 
conversation that the incident occoried northwest of tbe port of 

Nfina Saqr in die southern Gulf. He decked to gtye ofoer detafls 

fOT security reasons. The Andenes is pan of the U.S-Jrf 
mnltinational naval force enforang the Uitited Nations economic 
embargo against Iraq. 


Tunisian Islamic leader sentenced to Jail 


TUNIS (B) — A Tunis court has sentenced Islamic lea^ 
Mobamxnad Al Akrout to five months in prison for spreadix^ 
fai<. news likely to (fistnrb tbe peace, a qwkesman for the Islamic 
Ndidha Movement said. Akrout. a member of the Nabdha’s 
20-strong founding cmnuiittee, was arrested in October in 
connection wifo a qie e ch he recorded on video for distribution 
among Nalxdba members. La tbe ^peedi, he commented on the 
death of a stndeot shot by polioe during a demonstration in 
September. EGs lawyers said merely rq)orted the facts of foe 
kilSng. Ifis arrest was part of the first wave of a crackdown on tiw 
Islamic movement, which has no legal s tatu s. The Nahdha rays 
more than 200 meinbers and sympathiseis have been detained in a 
seomid wave which started last Sunday. 


Two leftist bombers killed In Istanbul 


ISTANBUL (R) — Two left-wing extremists trying to 
bombs outside a govenunent office were kflled vrixCT the devices 
exploded in their hands, the Anatolian news agency said. The 
bombs went off on Thursday nigbt as a group of five people 
jdanted diemin the car park of foe state sullies office (DMO) in 
Istanbul’s KadSkoy disfrict. The outlawed group Dev-Sol (Re- 
vobxtionaxy Left), which is active mamty m Zstanbul, said in 
telephone «»ns to new ^ pe r s tiiatits menfoecs were involved. A 
third member of the group, a woman, was taken to hospHtal with 
sexions injuries after tiie winch set veliicies ablaze. Flames 
sjaead to the DMO buikfing but were extinguished before they 
caused major damage. Two other men in tbe group escaped in a 
car. Polioe found fiw unexpiojded..bomb5 and two drums ot petrol 
at the scene. . . 


Belgium warns natlodbis to avoid Gulf 


BRUSSELS (R) — Bdghun’s ford^ ministty has warned its 
natfonals to avt^ die Gulf re^n if at all pomible and to take 
prccanrions if staying tifexe was nnavoidaUe. A statemeat said 
foat given Iraq's refusal to leave Kuwait, tbe visrtmg of countries 
around a potential war zone could not be seen as risk-free. It said 
its advice was “a precantionary measure, and does not prejudge 
pofisiUe develqpinents in the situation.” It advised vfoat it called 
common-sense measures. Tourists should not go to the region at 
all, and frunilies of residents should leare darker ztmes, al least 
te m por ari ly. Bnsmess travelleis should onty go tiiere if this was 
unavoidable, and should limit their stays. Rodents should stay 
only if their presence was profess i onany essential, it said. 
Reridents and visftors were strwi^ advised to let the appropri ate 
embassy or consulate know .of their exact movements. 


Quake hits Iran’s Caspian province 


NICOSIA (R) — A tremor measming 4.4 on the t^ien-ended 
Rkfater sc^ shook p ar t s of Iran’s C^jnan province- of Gilan 
Friday, six months after the area was devastated by a major 
eaitiiqaake. Tbe Iranian News Agency IRNA said the qn^ 
struck at (0404 GMT) and was centred 230 kflometres 

northwest of Tehran. It made no mention of damage or casolaties. 
The area has been hit by dozens of tremors snee foe quake 
measuring 73 mi foe Richter killed 35,000 people in Gilan and 
neighboring Zanjan province on Jmie 2L 


a 

Tunisian news agency gets new chief 


TUNIS (AP) — A& Belaxbi, a senior official of the information 
ministxy, has been named to head the Tunirian Press Agency 
(TAP), an official source said. Belarin r^laoes AbdaHab Amami, 
'who is leaving TAP to become chief of the newly created Agency 
of External Cnmnniucation, whose zmssion is to improve tbe 
exdiange of inf o nu atioo abc^ Ttinisa abroad, tbe source said. 
Belubi, 52, has served as chief cabinet officer of die Lxfonnatioo 
MjuoUy since March. He has a doctorate in sociology has 
worked in radio and national television. 
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Researchers 

‘"to rioii :o monitor 

ocalfood 
?U:i?§ndustries 

9**- Jordan is now secdi^ 

S awwal adentifk: lep. 

*«i^rseiiliog vaxions faaiTties, to 
H stn^ and define die p<dso- 

“ ^*2- TTiel^^i^joiis eSo^ of ioca! food mdns- 
oantry dmij^Djic*, tioBmSng to Dr. Himmam 
^gest laboto!”.^lSBa3sHJt **®®n of the Sdeotific 
^Piial, Was -J*9’^->lc«ea«fc E>ep«itmeitt. 

P^Kce “AtBn “ eaotonn^ widi 

staticto^^ ciesoiidioBS and reoomineiida- 
^ tile violeii^fcJiaoslv a general conference on 
killed^ poflnion bdd at 

'dK Pp i » e ts i t y of Jordan last 
•raniailA* Mi^- depanmcnt win be 
* ^*0ai|jiregjgsR8 the ^pes ofpoi^ 


Norwi 


egian cn._ o“* mateiials that are being 

®*^P- SBvedTfe;*®**^ procesang 

ne^ die c^.^.opwdoo*, Gbassib said in a 

the AinaH?5®«t*W»“^ *° **“ Jordan News 

ranian *^'***^* 

® oittcr. 


Be Slid that the teams* work. 


Strao 

i-22.1 

« lofll 

cfirected towards 

X)mmanfW ^la.' detfnniiri ng the extent of safety 

!»*eing the locally pioces- 

deciiaiS^!^’*fer»» 

aimed at i mp roving 




Cor Iraq by tke VS.-itd 
At *A9an) 


(pboCo 


Women peace activists protest 


^ seizure of peace ship in Gulf 


. sxb ad de d, has appioacbed the 

I SSntencQjiinBiveigtv to oondua an 
^inrest^atioxi in a bid to i mp rove 
sentenced I^the qnlity of prooessed food in 

nths u, 

' ® ®Pok«inan|j '• The Sdentific Research De- 
3 member of i^^paitmeDi, ^xidi was established 
^ arrested ®(j^ 1973, is being operated 
cd On video ^^'(luougli die help of thrM "»■"! 

coq^ comnnttees wha^ wganise and 
during a dt^gyervise the woric of resear^ 
'ely reported^^chm and pobSsh their findings, 
L wave of a cn^^. uid (Biassib. 

^ siann. 71^]^ Be said that the scieiitific re- 
isers hamp ered 

Qday. ^by lacfc of sufficient funds, 

■WMQf fr (pialified sdentists in 
Id isteflb igdcufene, industry, medicine 
and other fields are avaOable to 

extreaisB tran* woifc. 

vere killed vial' "Wat is needed at the mo- 
iliar aesi's aEBaits ® imitated wock and 
as a eroi^JctoKcooperato 
aesaptfeon*™?" »*«»<* Depmmrat 
Hawed arf igeiK*. m Jotdn. m vkw 

.-•.iniv i. iLl- of ^ SHOO* con^etmon m re- 

search wock on die intemalioiial 
and tqponl levds,** Ghassib 
added. 

Ghas&b ouffined the woric of 
his deiMiliiieot »wd awH tfiat it 
^n:aibegio^ actire over 

3ibs and woiiiiffi the past One years in nypo^ 

ng (he wDflc of researdieis ia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — At least IW 
Jonfanian wociea peace actsvists 
held a brief sit-in at the United 


mainly in Istak 
> ciembeis nercE 
1 , «-3s taken tola 
I set vehidnabb 
re exiinguuiied b 


m 

day before moving to Interoa- 
tioftal Coaumuee of die Red 
Cross (ICRC) office where they 
handed a memofandam to the 
head of the XCRC defegadon in 
Jordan protesting the seiznre of 
die peare ship U.S.-ied war 
sh^ in the Gulf area rrinle on 
hs way to Iraq. 

The protesiers carried posters 
denounemg die American move, 
voidiig soppon for the Iraqi 
people and «Hwig for peaceful 
settlement to die Golf crisis. 

Interviewed by die Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, women 
representatives exprened dieir 
ocxidemnation of foe American 
move whidi diey described as 
criminal actions committed 
againtf the children of Iraq and a 
move meant to subdne foe Arab 
pe<yle. 

Ibey called on peace-loving 
nations to s u pp or t the c u rr en t 
moves to proi^ assistance to 
foe Iray peoj^e and cfaildzen. 

The memorandiim, a cop> of 
vriBcfa win be sent to the U.N. 
s e cre tary general, voiced sefo- 
daiity irifo the Iraoi women and 


Gulf CO starve diem. 

The Jordanian 
nisations, the memo said, 
strongly deptore the in tetc epn on 


■S to fiVOMGri fog ikI fn "duldren in* foe Hface x>f foe 

^ (figtrgi yii n g Jofda- ongoing attempts on foe part of 
~ ' ~ foe mnltmatiooal force m the 


caO on peaoe4oving naaons and 
wotld orgamsatkins to help pro- 
vkfc esaendal stippties to foe 
innocent peof^ of Iraq. 

It said dial while the Amer- 
icans were trying to starve Iraq, 
the Israeli anthorities were 
allowed and encouraged to com- 
mit atrocities on the people of 
the ocenpied Palesfouan lands. 

The memorandum said that 
foe ICRC and foe United Na- 
tions bote serious responsibili- 
ties in dib matter and they 
shoold exercise their infliiciice 
with the coDcerued gorernments 
to aDow foe peace snip to con- 
timie its trip peacefully to Iraq. 

U.S. marines landed on the 
peace ship Ben Kbaldoun by 
heficopCeT firing warning shots 
and d*rowing smoke grenades in 
a \y^ to ooflii^ the women and 
e*.ildrea on board, aooordmg to 
reports from the Gulf region. 

The 11333 tonne general cargo 
vessd, which has canying about 
240 passengcfs and a 40-EMmber 
Iraqi crew plus 800 tonnes of 
sng^ and other food sapf^ies, 
was iute roepted in the Arabian 
Sea just b^re it was to pass 


through the Strait of Hormuz to 
sail up foe Cuif to Iraq. 

The women and cfaUcfreD on 
board came fron 10 Arab coun- 
tries phis Italy, China foe United 
States and Japan. 

Mewiwhile, Dr. Aida Al lajjar, 
head of the ship's informaxioaal 
conunittee, said ihai foe Jorda- 
nian Palestinian women delega- 
tion who was sdiedttled to leave 
Amman Thursday for Baghdad 
had postponed the trip branse 
of foe seiznre of foe ship. She 
said that foe delegatioo would be 
gomg to Iraq at a later date. 

Repremtatives of paefessum- 
al associations in Jordan have 
already issued a statement coo- 
demning die inteiception of foe 
peace ship as brutal action 
against mmikind. 

The seizure of foe peace ship, 
foe statement said, undettioes 
die U.S. detennmatioQ to main- 
tain its aggressive policies 
against the Arab Nation. The 
statement appealed to the world 
oommanxty to oppose such ac- 
tion which, it said, violates inter- 
national norms and the U.N. 


gn oiujisaytec 

' at all posilifeal'' 

Jtqian^ MP lands JNRCS efforts to help evacuees 


A Jndanian journalist, fethiH 
Maani, with bis wife and four- 
year-old daughter are reported 
among those on board the peace 
ship whose whereabouts are nu- 
kown. 


I be AlOlAN (J.T.) — A Japanrse 

•ure. and ^ *F par&mcntaiian now on a vr^t to 
n." It ad'iseo«'joidah’ has expressed deep 
3uld not go tons apfndgsoo of tte work of dm 
eavs Jordan Nafiond Red Crescent 

Jd oniy gp tbod'; Soci^ (JNRCS) and its homa- 
uys. ^csMl^.^iiitaiian services to the people of 
dosaily Jordan and Jnq. 

:: vised to MasatoOldta, member of the 

exact movant Japanese parfiament was speak- 
ing at a meeting wifo JNRCS 
in prOVll^ Vice-Rrerident Mohammad Al 
H hdM, who is in charge of foe 
-.-i tbti'^rfoef opemtions in Jordan and 
Caspian pro^^siatten related to relief services 

the evacuees from Iraq and 

IKN.A ssI^Knwit 

Ducussiotts at the meet^ 

" Tnf aiound transportiiig 

•^ireirois fringes and 300 kilog- 

Jordanian-Syrian company 


:cy 

ce.*! 


iMime* of vaccine doses to die 
Iraq Red Crescent SodeQT &s a 
gift from Japan to help the coun- 
try overcome shortages of these 
items nnder foe present cir- 
cnmstances. 

Oldta said that fab oonntiy was 
deepty satisfied wifo JNRCS's 
arr angements for secoring die 
safe of such hnmaiiitar 

lian supplies to the Iraip people. 

Dr. Hadid said that the 
JNRCS was con tinui ng its buma- 
iw tarian Operations, especially 
those benefiting the Ir^ ch3r 
dren. 

In Bag^idad, JNRCS President 
Dr. Ahmad Abu Qonra who is 
■i«> chairman of foe standing 
of the Red 


and Red Oesoent Societies, held 
talks with Dr. Ibrahim Al Nouri, 
bead cf the Iraqi Red Crescent 
SocfeQr, on eusuxing relief and 
fanmafotarian supidies to the Ira- 
qi peoirie dm»^ foe Iraqi Red 
Ckescent Society. 

Abn Qonra, who arrived 
Thursday in Baghdad, said in a 
pre s s statement that be would 
bold tnllB wifo Iraqi officials and 
will exannne In^s ncefo of 
medirines and children food sup- 
plies to promote (fiqntdies of 
these Items through tte JNRCS. 

Aooordmg to a JNRCS offi- 
cial, Dr. H^d is accompanying 
the J^ianese parliamentarian 
and his delegation to several 
evacuee canq» to 


requirements and needs before 
arrangements can be made for 
fuitfa«T suf^foes and shipments 
fiom Japan, 

Hadid briefed dm Japanese 
deputy on Jordan’s operations to 
provide relief and humanitaxian 
services to the nearly 800,000 
evacuees who had passed 
through Jordan and were housed 
in the JNRCS camps and other 
areas and fadfities. 

The JNRCS. be said, has set 
up two fully-equipped camps 
wtiidi provided aocominodatioa 
to 145 JXX) Indiana, Bengalis, Sri 
Lankans, Pakistanis and 
nos. among those vfoo arrived in 
Jordan since foe ouforeak of the 
Gulf crisis last August. 


:*^.^<endorses annual report, budget 

,e Tunisw“JJf 

replaced AMltiAN (J.T.) — Hie Jordan- cess of integration among 

s»rj.-T-j — * — hoaxing Arab s tates, and paved 




/ -.rf^rna'lndnstry Company 
* ^‘^...eC'^Q'geiieral assemhfy 
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? jbro iH d ed meetii^ m Amman 
'officer eadbising the conqMmy's 


iT^ie '-3 




ir 


pi0h** 


final accomtis and 
koc^et for 1990. 
aarembly meeting, oo- 
™*hed hj ministere of indnstry 
™ fte two countries, also 
^Praved bf r^platioiis a^ pro- 
prisrammes of tiie-coro 
plant located 

file cnnmg year, 
foe final sesri 
of Industry 
^ .fe Jidsxan and Ms Jorda- 
a^uiiupai t ziyad Faiiz ex- 
jjtfJJ^g satisfection wifo the 
I ^ con^iany’s woifc 

iB j B Mitiibu tHHi toanrds sti- 

natioDal economies 

'V and Jordan. 

a - ^ twfr nicl that the joini com- 

13 years ago, 
.-^^oiu^ited one step towaitis the 
^ ■••;'S'‘}®^*®entnioo of a long pro- 


to Arab imhy. 

Jnbxan told the 
ooustxy b^eved that dose eco- 
nomic cotqieration beeveen Jor^ 
dim and Syria was an essential 
stq> towa^ bolstering inter- 
Arab cooperation and ini^ra- 



Jubran described 
and unique 
(Coordination of economic mat- 
ten and industrial cooperation. 

Acooirdii^ to ti» Syi^ mmis- 
ter, the joint Jpidan-Syiia Indiii- 

try Ompany hss beTO 80 to 90 
per cent snccessfnl in im- 
tdementine its nojects in Jovdan 
and Syria, and both comniiea 
were exerting further efforts to 
ovexome obstades impeding in- 
dustrial progress and jn crr a iir 
and eaqiand bilateral ooopera- 
tioii in an domams, with ipeaal 
on 


The joint company was estab- 
in 1976 wifo a JD 20 
minioa capital shared equally by 
Jordan and Syria. It Im estab- 
liriicd the pordaiid cement fao- 
tory in Jordan which has an 
arwmal 1Q0,(XX) tonnc prodncCKMi 
cap a ci ty, and foe carpet factoiy 
at Sweida, in Syria, which 
started production in 1$^. Car- 
pets are bemg marketed m Jor- 
dan, Syria and the Arab ooiui- 


A tiurd project for inodiidng 
win be estabfisbed in 
Syria with a S22 miDioii capital 
8^ is expected to start prodne- 
tioo in ^ coming year. 

In its initial stage the pesti- 
cides ifomt is e xp ecte d to pto- 

dnee 4,000 tonnes anmo&y. 


Man kills 
wife, son 


ZARQA (J.T.) — A 
killed Ms wife and 20 year old 
son while they were s^eep at 
home in Zaiqa and gave himM»if 
up to foe ptdioe admitiing Ms 


A repon m the local 
Friday said that the man, whose 
identity was withheld by foe 
local anthorities, first shra Ms 
40-year-old wife and then turned 
Ms gun to Ms own son mtt 
opeo^ fire from dose range 
kilfiDg them both instantly. 

The report said tiiat the man 
immecfiately left foe bouse after 
committing the crime Ihunday 
and suiTBiidered to foe pcfooe in 
Zarqa daiming dmt the murder 
was motivated by Mtxer femOy 
(fispntes wfakfa be did not efis- 

dose. 
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"fr RaABAtMi cadded ^*acfeat des cafes” 



fhe GocAe iMlitale — 849 pJB. 


ACC chambers of 
commerce plan talks 


^ Al Shilleh 
jjpecitf to the /ondtao Times 

AMMAN — The General Secro 
tatim of the chambers of indus- 
try in the fonr-fflember Arab 
Coopention CotmeO (ACC) is 
c ni rently *»«>**w^ hneoaive can-* 
tacts with foe ooDcemed aotimi^ 
ides in Iraq, YeaMi, Jofdan and 
Egypt to hold a meeting in Am- 

fftM ni the coming m onth. 

^Xlie dbuman of tbe bvber 
goancii of foese dkamben. Bial- 
doon Abo Hasan, said (he 


meetii^ would be needed to 
study & eoQoo mic stoatitMi in 
the fem eoumries in foe light of 
the c ur rent events in the GnU 
and to CTa i nin c means of txd- 
stering inter-Arab economic 


of , the chambexs of indnstry in 
the four states has its headtpiar- 
ten in Amman and AH Daiam. 
vfoo is an adviror to the Amman 
f3wtnber of IXKhlStry, tt foe 
eoundTs 


Absolutely no new initiative, 
Iraqi ambassador to EC says 


By P.V.VhcRMBd 

Jordan Times Stiff 


AMMAN — Top-level meetin gs 
of Iraqi a mba s sado n last we^ 
were not anarrf at crycaHisn^ 
any new initiative to break the 
de^oefc in Ameiican-Xraqi coo- 
tacis but were ro n ripe co n sa ln - 
tioos b et we en the Iraqi lead- 
ersMp and the envoys, aaa ot foii g 
to feaq's ambassadm’ to foe 
European Community (£C) 


The ambassador, Zeid 

Haidak, who flew to Amman 
from Baghdad on Ms way bac± 
to BruHcb Friday, said tbe Imp 
position remained firm that U.S. 
Secreataxy of State James Baker 
could visit Bagdad on Jan. 12 as 
originally proposed by Baghdad. 

The Ii^ stand is ahv^ foe 
same,” Haidar nrid reporters. 
*'The Ofdy tMng Iraq tail far is 


Gulf crisis. 

'^We are for a peaceful solu- 
tiem if possibk, but it seeaas to us 
foax anee foe begaming of tbe 
crisiE the U.S. and President 
ate esealating foe pOSUOll 
day by day politically and mili- 
tarily,” Ambassador Haidar 
said. This "gives tbe i mp res si on 
that no doubt war is some metres 
fer, no more,” he added. 

The ambassador, who arrived 
here along wifo Ms ooomzy’s 
einuys to tbe Nefoeriaiids, Bri- 
tein, India and Austria, said 
there was “abstrfutely” no new 
Iraqi initiative to break the 


tioas becweea problems of the 
r^ion... linkage betweeu all the 
proUems of the area.” 

The sudden recall of about 15 
Irwp ambassadors feom various 
world capitals to Baghdad for 
meetings with ftcaident Sadrtim 
Hussein had raised ^lecalaxioD 
that Iraq amid be preparing a 
fresh initiative to break foe scale- 
mate in efiwts to resolve foe 


Iraq has no intention to 
change tbe proposed daie for a 
Baker visit to Ba^idad and it is 
now up to the U.S. to aa in 
legpoDse to tbe e x pre s sed Iraqi 
desire to have tbe secrearry visit 
tbe Iraqi capital three days be- 
fore the Jan. IS deadline set by 
foe United Nations Security 
Council for Irq to leave Kuwait 
or froe war, he said. 

"They have given their ahxma- 
mm through foe U.N. Security 
Counol, vdndi (is) no more than 
one American department,” 
Haidar said. **We did not recog- 
nise this. We are still inastingon 
a ifialogiie for a peaceful Na- 
tion on the same princqde to 
reach peace and staUlity for aD 


foe area, and first of all the 
PhiestiiBan questkn.” be added. 

The U.S. governmem says 
that the proposed Jan. 12 meet-, 
ing is too dose co tbe U.N. 
deatflinc. It wants tbe Baker visit 

to be broDf^t doser, before Jan. 

3. 

The State Department 
Wecfaiesday denied a report that 
Iraq had proposed and tbe U.S. 
bad accepted Jan. 9 as tbe date 
for Baker’s visit to Baghdad. 

Asked whether Iraq feh any 
urgency for dialogue wifo the 
U.S. against foe baded^ of the 
Jan. 15 deadline . Haidar said: 
“We did not fix foe date, they 
fixed tbe date." 

**At tbe end of the day,” be 
asserted, "we are prepared for 
foe worst. Militarily and on tbe 
civilian side, Iraqis are well pre- 


Arab National Democratic 
Alfiance (JANDA). 

The JANDA delegation, 
sfokh tndnded three members 
of die Lower House of Par&a- 
meai and ofoer polsoeal activ- 
ists, visited Iraq as aa cxprrision 
of sMidarity with the Iraqis, 
AMadi told reponcra. 

In r^y to a questiM, Abbadi 
American and ofoer taigeta 
mi^t OMne ander anack in 
many Arab countries in tbe 
event of an assault on Iraq by foe 
malrinarional forces in the Gulf. 

But, he said, "Saddam 
sein is uot calling for 


JANDA vbic 

Jmdanian political activists 
who visited Iraq and met vrith 
President Hussein last 

week also said tbe>' found no 
iodicacion of any change in foe 
Iraqi position. 

comimies to insist that 
any solution to foe Gulf crisis 
sb^d be linfcftri wifo a settle- 
ment of the Palestinian problem, 
said Or. Mamdonh Abbadi, 
^kesman for tbe Jordanian 


In 

tioD, President pieCgai. 

oontinued Iraqi support for foe 
three-year-(dd Pakstinxan iszife- 
da. Asked bow Iraq would ex- 
tend such support, Abbadi 
would only say that "indepen- 
dent support for the intifada 
could oome in many different, 
ways." 

The delegation also met wifo 
Iraqi Deputy Prime NCniszer 
Taha Yassin Ramadan. Infonnar 
tion Nfiiiister Latif Jassem and 
other Iraqi leadeis. 

Deputies Mansour Mniaxl, 
Bassam Haridadin and Moham- 
mad Fares Tarawneh were 
among foe delegation members. 


Americans say departure is a 
precaution against anti-U.S. violence 


ment 

their dependents 
seen as a precantionaxy 


staff and 
Jordan was 


By Sana Ativeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A reooK travel agree with foe State Department 

advisoiy for American govero orders. White T-shirts, made by 

foe non-essential staff, read in 
Mue print: “I am essential” on 
foe from and "No, no, I won't 
go” CR tbe back. 

If foe U.S. government em- 
ployees do not follow foese 
orders, they may face being fired 
from their jefos. 

Tbe embassy was not im- 
mediately able to provide the 
number of Americans triio have 
already left die Kingdom, bat a 
U.S. Agency for ImernatioDal 
DeveiopiDcnt (USAID) source 
told tbe Jordan Times that only 
three of its original 28 American 
remained in Jordan to date. 
Packing and shipping emn- 
panies have been busy sinoe the 
first travel advisoiy was issued 
<» Aug. 20 asking non-essential 
staff to leave on voluntary basis. 

One of foese oompanies, "Jor- 
dan Express,” had to work a full 
day on Christmas day packing up 
for its American customers. 

Accoitfing to the manager of 
Jendan Express, Abla Majaj, 
"most of our cuscomeis have 
been American embassy staff 
and private American indi- 
viduals.” 

"There have been several 
cases where families would give 
me tbe key and address of their 
statement on homes to pack their things after 
tbe American m easure , saying they have departed tbe co un - 

tbat Jordan has ahv^ bero a try," Majaj told foe Jordan 

safe country for foreignen under 
any drcumstances and there was 
no reasm to fear mcadems of 
violence. 

A large number of U.S. 

Embassy staff abo feel safe in 
Jordan and do not paxticolaily 


incidents should war erupt in the 
Golf. 

An American Embassy 
spokesman, Qande Young, said 
t^t foe conditions resn M g g 
from foe Gulf crisis gave the 
United States government 
reason to believe that anti- 
American incidents may take 
I^ace in Jordan. 

“With oonditions resulting 
fnm the Gulf crisis, «Mch have 
been intensified by foe riradline 
set for Jan. 15 for Iraq to with- 
draw from Kuwait, we think foax 
anti-American inddents are 
more Hkdy to h ap p en ,” Yesmg 
told die Jordan Times, refusing 
to use the word “war.” 

Tbe U.S. State Department 
Wednesday ordered its non- 
essentia] staff to leave Jordan 
,“weD before Jan. 15," foe dead- 
line set by foe Secozi^ Cound} 
for Iraq to withdraw from 
Knwait or face the nse erf force 
by the Ameiicanrled rnffitary 
forces deployed in tbe Gulf. The 
latest advisory also warned 
American driz ens not to travel 
to tbe Kmgdoin. 

Jradanian officials refased to 


stralia have reportedly advised 
their nationals to leave tbe re- 
gion. 

A British Embassy spokesman 
Friday denied reports that simi- 
lar oidezs were issued to its staff 
yet. 

Becanse the new American 
orders were also issued in 
Sudan, Yemen and Mauritania 
~ aH of which are officially 
against the western intervention 
in the Gulf — observers and 
offidals saw foe travel advisoiy 
as a political statement against 
foese countries' position rather 
than a precautionary measure 
against anti-American violence. 

**TMs measure b not to punish 
Jordan in any way,” Yonng said. 
**Tbe seemity provided in ' Jor- 
dan for foe piast four months to 
American and other foreigbers 
has been very effective. But with 
DO sMotion to the Gulf oisb, 
anti-American inddents would 
probably happen. Security for hs 
citizens b al^ys of oonoem to 
Washington.’’ 

The Jordanian public has been 
a staunch supporter of Iraq since 
foe dejtioyment of foe U.S.-led 
forces in the Gulf after Iraq's 
takeover of Knwait on Ang. 2. 
Tens of thousands of JordaMans 
have signed their names as 
volunteers fo fight alcmgside 
Iraq should attadc be lannched 
on the Arab country by the 
western forces, and some 
Palestinian oxganbations have 
vowed to Mt American targets if 
Iraq was actually Mt. 

"It has become an estabfisbed 


fact tbrooghonx Jordan's hbtory 
that foreigners have always been 
safe from any violenoe no matter 
what the drcumstances were,” 
an official told the Jordan 
Times. "There b no reason to 
fear anti-foreign inddents be- 
eanse Joidamans are not violem 
by nature.” 

Accor (fing to political obser- 
vers and commentaton here, if 
anti-American inddents were to 
take place should war be laun- 
ched against Iraq, it would not 
just happen in the ooannies 
mentioned in the new American 
travel advisoiy, but in ofoer 
Arab oountrires who officially 
s up port foe U.S. -led mifitaiy in- 
tervention in foe Gulf. 

*Tf WasMzqton b trnly wor- 
ried about foe safety of its 
dtizeus, it should be worried 
about them in all Arab ooud- 
tries, not just Jordan and Sudan, 
sboi^ the U.S. government 
Isoch aggression on Iraq,” one 
observer said. 

“The share tbe same 

angry and frustrated feelings ab- 
out tbe American government’s 
actions against the Arabs,” the 
analyst stM. 

He referred to the Egyptian- 
American, vfoo killed the ex- 
tremist Israeli fanatic Meir 
Kahane in New York, and foe 
Egyptian sMdier, who shot at an 
Israeli busload of troops on tbe 
^yptian-Israeli border, saying 
it was proof that the masses (fid 
not necessarily believe in their 
govenimentB* position on the 
Gulf. 


The U.S. was foe only western 
country reported to have made 
sndi orders to its employees in 
-Jordan; several Far Eastern 
countries induding tbe Ifoilip- 
■ “ ■ and An- 
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Misguided priorities, 
scrambied outiooks 

THERE ARE pcnbtienC reports that israeil Plrime Mtabter 
Yifcdidt Andr wants to invtte flie OHNisition Labour Party 

of SWi a nn Feres to parttripat e in a new codition g o rem- 
m eot.^ On ftc snrtsc^ Bocfa a derdojiment would cause some 
opCfanisni flnt Td Avir Is on die verge of annoBDCing a peace 
inidalive to resolve the Palestinian probleai. ShonU that be 
the ca s e, land woold in effect be providb^ the ng«*MMr y 
iDpetns for Che resofadiao of the Gnlf c r isis as weS. 

It is a wel known Ibct that a peaocftal seCtIcnicat of tte 
Knwatti idtuBtVm now tongga on irondad asnirances diat 
the Fih Bfinlan qnestlo n wS be addressed by the U.N. 
Secmlty Coondl on toe basis of resdntkms 2A2 and 338. 

Tet die piqnical si^s on the Isneli-Jbrdanian borders, 
suggest that Shamir’s intentions are anything but peaccfel. 
Tbcre are new dqdoyinents of lonefi troops dong JimnAui’s 
armisdcelhies with Israel that suggest that in the event of a 
Goff war the Israeli governmeat may try to use Jordanian 
territory to ianwch a sneak attack against Iraq. Shamir is 
vying for an encase to deal a devastating blow to Iraq in 
order to wipe out its mifitary might as he has been a 
prfaK^pal phycr behind file scenes to posh for a war scenario 
with Bi^ giidad. Nb wonder Iraqi PreaMent aMidaiw HnsKrin 
fens placed Israel as Us finces* top targd should his country 
b€ 

tt is therefore no accident that Td Aviv has been sendii^ 
Jordan one wai'idiqc after the other ostensibly a piitat the 
use of Jordan’s teniliny or air space by Iraq f^ainst Inrad. 
In the foce of fiiese Israeli ag gr ess iv e iwtenfiana a gainst 
Jordan*s te e r itoria l I n t^ y i ty and in dep endence, Jordanians 
cannot bnt be detemrined to frustrate any plans by any dde 
to nse Its tcnilecy in foe event of anned hostiDities breaktog 
out. 

■ Jordan’s poiiqr fcas been and conthnies to be to yumote a 
peacefol resoladon of fiie Knwatfi cwdlict and is not 
prepared to be dragged into any mmeressar y war in the 
Gulf r^fam. IsraePs polky, on the other hand, is to 
pr edphate a nndor ronll ^i r afion hi foe area for one 
singular objective, namely, to toe existing Arab 

s t r ati^ stren gth that is reflected in Iraq’s roffitary 


j AQ Arabs know only too wefl that limiting in toe Gulf, 
should it erupt, would be a war by proxy on behalf of Td 
Aviv. Any Isradl acts of bdUgeroiqy against Jordan most 
be faitcr ^ ut e d fterefore as part of the scenario where Israd 
b made to ain in the area r^srdless. 

Instiead of prepailag for war, load dioald be seeking 
peace, it wffl do ttseff a b|g fovoto tf it works for averting 
war in the area. 








AL RA*1 Arabic daily said Friday tbat die tune has not tun oat yet 
for achieving a pditi^ set tl ement to the Gulf crisis, and stressed 
that the door for dialogae should remam open to. pave the way for 
peace. The paper jep^ted Iraqi Presideot Saddam Hnssein’s call 
for a dialogne, wliich tbe piesideat insisted that it is tbe only way 
to attain ^ a s pii cd peace, and said that peace is not beneficial 
for Iraqonly but also for Western interests and those of the Gulf 
states, llie paper said fonner Kuwaiti leaders' daim toat it is too 
late for adneving a settlement is for from the tratfa, and seems to 
be directed tomtids aboftizg a new efibit bdug exerted by 
Algerian Preisdent Cbadli Benjedia u> adneve a setoement in the 
Gulf with the he^ of the European nations. For the Gulf states 
and KSnwait^ m t ei e s t, peace is toe only way for tfaeirsiBrvival and 
for toe f utur e gBoerarioos; and the r efore toese states on^ to 
take toe initiative dionselves and txyto achieve a settlement, said 
the paper. The world oommnmty for its part, should not give the 
to toe Ifoked States to launch a^itosion on Iraq nuder 
toe S ccufi ^ Council's innbrdla; and inte ns ive efforts to reach 
peace are paramount necessity at toe moment, said toe paper. 
It is a well known foct toat toe United States aims to abort all 
Arab Mfremp ts to heJ^. toe Fd^tonans r^am tbeir ifglits and 
lands, and it is therefore anning to destroy Iraq's mOhaiy power 
to achieve toat goal, toe piqieT noted. Hierefore, it s^d, it is 
incombent upon toe Arabs to find a way to settle the Gulf crisis 
peacefoDy a^ fofl Warinngton’s con qui acies. 


A ffnintimid in AI Ra1 Arabic d^ly criticises those parliament 
members who on Wednesday rabed theu voices to attack 
Jordan's infonnalion policies and toe role of Jordan raiEo and 
tdevision and the mei& in covering the recent events in the Gulf. 
Bader Abdal Haq says that toose deputies utoo are not satisfied 
mto toe co un try ’ s information service want to have things their 
own way to serve certain groups and to impose their own concepts 
about infonnation and toe nktoa on toe vest of the perqrie of 
Jordan. Hiese deptdies believe that toey represent aD the peo(de 
of the country a^ indeed they are tte only dtizeus who can 
d fffwttrff iMt toe inform^ional and cultaral pdicies for toe IQng> 
dom, says toe writer. At toe same time Wednesday’s session saw 
fli piimte voces paying tribute to toe infonnation serWoes and 
demandiiv fiuther efEmts to [uomote tbem in a way to conform to 
tbe demoGiatnatom psoetm in Jmdan, sap Abdul Haq. bideed, 
toe informatim semes toe media did a great job at a time 
when Jendan and the Arabs Woid at large were expa^ to a 
brutal i?*wpa»gn on the part of the United States and its allies, 
wito the lesnh that JoidM’s information senices an^ the media 
have started to win the reflect and appiedaiion <rf enemies and 
friends worid wide, says the writer. He says gone are the days 
when Jofdan's hifonmation services were dhected by tile vtohris of 
certain indrvidnals in a manner to please a gtOti|> of people or to 
serve self interests. 


Between Hafr AI Batin and Tel Aviv 


ISRAELI “Defence” Minister Moshe Arens proclaims to the 
world “...There is no need for new ideas...” on the Middle EasL 
Aimed with toe latest and most so^toisticated weqxms of death 
that toe American arsenal can prodnoe, Mr. Arens’ brain seems 
to have stopped functioning. One wonders whether the dinosaurs 
toou^t in the same manner. For a human to atrophy to tiiis 
point is not <m|y sad but dai^erous as well, eqiecially wbea this 
same man commands one of toe most powerfol and well-ainied 
milttaiy machines in the world. 

What is happening to the Iscadis? bideed vtoat b happenhig to 
toe Jews of the world who are constantly parading, eqrixially in 
toe Western worid, tiieir ancient colture, human b^ta^ and the 
mbaoo of dvflisation? 

Nehfaer toe American Arens nor toe Pole Shamir seems to 
realise that tbe world, whether they like it or not, b changing; 
Ihat^ however adamant or belligeient they may be, toey too have 
to change accndingly or perish. Unfortunately, tii^ vision of the 
world around them does not concern them alone, but promises to 
engulf the entire region as well. What do yon do with a people led 
by so visionless a leadership that has, for the past few decades, 
Itept the world on tbe brink of war?: A fundamentalist leadeisldp 
constantly speaking in toe BiUkal tenns of vengeance and atnitiiig 
its enemies? A leadership that has combined the Samson and the 
Masa’da complexes in one sad suiddal stroke? A leadershqr that 
seems so impervious to toe lo^ of humanity and yet sadly has 
oome to capture tbe imaginalion and the heart of the Western 
world and to control its destiny? 

As the year 1990 draws to an end, the Israeli newspaper Davar 


paUbhes the icsnlts of a poD tiiat riiows the Isradi voter moving 
further to die xi^t ever before; towards more uiUans^eace 
and beOigereuce. Forty years af^ its esta b Kshnieixt, Isx^ 
remains a pariah in its region. The waudetiDg Jew remains 
wandering aoid not because the Arabs refiised peace but the other 
way around. The hardenixtg of die aiteiies diat b ta king {4ace in 
die luaeli body pcdiijc promises to produce similar results in dm 
Fakstiman and Arab body politic as well. 

But then, Israel b not alone in its downward slide towards 
medieval thtnlring. In a ]daoe called Hafr AI Bntin, somewbeie in 
die timeless deserts of Arabia, a pcerident called George Bush 
promises great vkdeoce — violeiice that may uM matel yei^plf toe 
entire worid. Here, too, few sane observers can decipher die 
mental processes toat bronght die American presideiit, ndio 
otherwise seems to be a gentle person, who promised in hb 
dection campaign a kmder, gender world, to dig fab m e irt ai 
trenches so deep against meaiiingfiil dialogue gemmaely leadh^ 
towards peace. 

What does Mr. Bush want? What does Mr. Shamir want? Wiy 
b it that in both cases both men seem to toink that only tfarou^ 
violent means ««n they read their goab? How did di^ cook to 
drfmnigTrise the Arabs to the point where they think tfa^ toe only 
tangnagp we understand b diat of violence? 

Are they askir^ and saairing coexistence with the Arab Worid 
or an over loiddkp? 

Are they seeking peace or cqatolatkm? And wby b it diat toe 
affair has been lechiced to a personal campaign t^mnst Mr. 
Yasser Aiafot on tbe one H««d and Mr. Saddam Hnssmn on toe 


Shevardnadze plays Palace of Congresses fmale 


By Brian FUedman 
Tbe Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The Kremlin’s 
Palace of Congresses resembles 
a grand opera house, and 
Ednard Stevardnadze’s surprise 
resignatkm as foreigh mudster 
was latest drama of perestroika 
to play the palace. 

The modernisde parifoment 
buildmg, built in tbe early 1960s, 
for years echoed with the sonor- 
ous drone of endless, colourless 
speeches and monotonous de- 
bate that characterised the 
Brezhnev era. 

But in recent years some livdy 
things have takra place ou the 
podium. 

The Comm unis t Party sunen- 
dered its feadmg role in the- 
nation during a session at the 
palace tbb year — a little over a 
year ago Nobel laureate Andrei 
Sakharov, near hb deadi, gave a 
qjeedi warning of toctatinship. 

In July, Boris Ydtsin, pi^ 
dent of the Rusnan repiiblic, 
the Communist Party 
congress with the armounceinetit 


that he was quitting the party. 

On Thmsday, Shevardnadze 
took hb bow, stardiiig the Con- 
giess of Pec^le’s Deputies fay 
resisting as foreign rninbter, 
warning in an emotioitcboked 


Soviet Unkm in tbe GolL But he 
■said die real oiqjosition went 


voice that 


15 com- 


Shevardnadze began his 
address dieatrkany: Waving a 
prep a red text in toe air and then 
toscaidiiig it for vtoat be called 
“the b r iefest and most cGfiScuit 
speech of my life” — a ramblmg 
ISmmute (fisoourse that ended 
wito him stonning from dw 
podhun stage lefL 

As if it were intemiisrion, the 
deputies then bounded out of 
tb^ plnrii red seats and flooded 
the white marble foyer of tbe 
palace to offer tbeir reviews of 
the perfnmaiioB and its mean- 
ing. 

Latvian Deputy Nikolai Ncy- 
land said Shevmrinadze had 
bowed to incessant criticism 
from hard-line deputies and 
otbers wbo alleged that toe fore- 
ign minis ter was risking a repeat 
^ Afghanistan by involving the 


“They weren’t attacking She- 
vardnadze so mndi as our fore- 
ign policy he said. “They have 
been nting the Gulf as a pretext 
to ejqness dissatisfaction that the 
Soviet Unkm has lost its siqier- 
power image, tbe Soviet Union 
has lost all^ in Eastern Enrrqie 
and we supposedly have made 
too many conoesskHis on arms 
controL” 

Roy Medvedev, a deputy and 
historian, said Shevardnadze 
bad shown “weakness” by caving 
in to criticism that Soviet leaders 
snefa as Presi d ent Iflkhan S. 
Gorbachev and embattled Prime 
Bfinbter Nikolai I. Ryzhkov 
have endored for monti^ 

*Tf aD our leaders reacted to 
critidsm tins way, Ryzhkov 
would long ago have hung him- 
self, Yeit^ would have toot 
him^, and 1 don’t know vtoat 
fate Gorbaitoev would have 
chosen,” Medvedev said. 

*Tf s a step in the xybt <fizeo- 
tipn,” said an almost gfeefol Col. 


'\qktor ABcsab. Heb the leader 
of the harcMme “Soyn^ faction 
in pailiameixt and <me of the two 
“conservatives Smvanlnadze had 
identified in the qieedi as tbe 
lawmakers “with colonels’ 
stripes” wbo were persecuting 
him. 

•qt’s a manoenvre," of fer ed 
die other, NOmlai Pet- 
mhcidDCi. 

Before too long, Gorbachev 
aides b egan to ciicidate, tpeak- 

try to Knrit the that 

^levardnadze had cans^. 

The next act featured Gor- 
bachev, vdm told the deputies he 
would not “overdcamatise” and 
then |dayed the betrayed friend, 
rinagh hb shock at Sbevaid- 
nadze’s axmcHmcement seemed 

pwinine enOU^L. 

RizoaU Odtoiev, a fanDdirg de- 
puty fnan Thdzfaikbtan who lost 
a 1^ in Afghanistan, savoured 
tbe high drama as a welcome 
Aang e frmn earlier years. 

“I don’t need to remmd you 
what the scene was like in tins 
hall 10 years ago,” said Odzliiev. 


Blackout leaves Iraqis in sombre mood 


By Simon Maiiin thousanc 
Reuter Iran-Irac 

help ret 

BAGHDAD — An electronic multinat 
message board on top of Bagh- Saudi A 
dad's Mansour Melia Hotel, Iraq 1 
home to Western hostages till deadline 
their release this month, reads 15 or f 
“Merry Xmas, Happy 1991.’' Hund: 
But the cheery message belies Asian 
the real mood. workers 

Blackouts, queues for crisben: 
rationed food, growing unem- Iraqis t 
ployment and media bombard- menial j 
menC of advice on countering air With 
raids have fostered sombre fore- or near 1 
bodings. extendei 

“irve already lost nine years of near the 
jny life to the army,” lamented a Those 
33-year-old Iraqi, who served in risk of 
the 1980-^ Gulf war against street i 
Iran. million- 

Now, after jqst five months of militia, 
civilian life, he's going back into Suppe 
uniform to face a different of Kuws 
enemy — discarding a hard-won to keep i 
job and shelving his prospects city wbe 
for marriage. talk to 

Similar stories can be heard Iraqi I 
throughout Baghdad as are 100 


No change intdl^ 

^’Iius 

(CoDtinned firom pi^ 1) baseless 


thousands of veterans of the 
Iran-Iraq vrar are called up to 
help retail) Kuwait against the 
multinational force massed in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Iraq has dismissed a U.N. 
deadline to quit Kuwait by Jan. 
15 or face war. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Asian and Arab expatriate 
workers have fled since the Gulf 
crisb erupted on Aug. 2. leaving 
Iraqis to tackle some of the 
menial jobs they did. 

With half a million troops in 
or near Kuwait, almost all Iraq's 
extended families have someone 
near the fornc lines. 

Those over military age are at 
risk of being stopped on the 
street and ordered into the- 
million-strong popular army 
militia. 

Support for Iraq's occupation 
of Kuwait — and a possible war 
to keep it — is hard to assess in a 
city where many are reluctant to 
talk to reporters. 

Iraqi leaders insist the people 
are 100 per cent behind Presi- 


dent Saddam Hussein. Western 
diplomats variously describe the 
public mood as 'sombre, ner- 
vous, depressed or resigned. 

“After 22 years of Baath- 
ism...the mood is one of resigna- 
tion," said one diplomat. 

“After so long they are no 
longer even disposed to try to 
challenge what the government 
does.* 

■ The <Bploniat said U.N. sanc- 
tions would not affect Iraq’s 
militan machine for another 
year. But so many human and 
material resources were being 
diverted to the army that there 
was nothing for other sectors. 

With 23 to the deadline 
and plans for U.S.-Iraqi talks 
deadlocked over dates, diplo- 
mats differ in predicting a sce- 
nario for a possible solution. 

One thought Saddam might 
■consider a partial withdrawal, 
despite vehement denials, but 
would insist on keefnng Bubiyan 
and Warbe islands, dominating 
his main sea outlet. 

“As a crude oil outlet, half the 


the Gulf legfon will be vaccin- 
ated to protect them against 
possiUe gesnn w ar fare by Ira^. 

A Pentagon spokesman sau 
toe vaccinations would begin 
sotoi bnt heoonld not ssqi if all 
U.S. troops m the regfon wonld 
get protective shots. 

Tte troops have gas masks 
and protective dottaiiig they are 
tinned to use if attecked fay 
dwndcal or biologrcal weapons. 

In another development, 
Jqjaireto Ftime hfinirtex Toshiki 
Kaifii on Friday ni ged U.S. offi- 
cials to hold talks with Iraq to 
avert a war, Kyodo news service 
repmted. Kaifo made a s hmTar 
request in a letter to Saddam 
Hussein on Wednesday, in 
which he also called for the 
iMinH^iinte witiidrawal of fraup 
troqps from Kuwait. 

laadi Finance Miiiister Yfr- 
zhait Mbdai warned fraq that 
Israel would react harshly if 
attadad amid rqxxts Israel 
bad jKomised to consult with die 
Uni^ States before lanncbii^ a 
retalutory strfre. 

The report in tiie Washington 
Post newspaper said Ptime 
hfidister Yhdbok Sfemitf had 
pledged to oonsnft with United 
States before lannclinig a retalia- 
tory strike against Iraq. 

Bosh had reportedly promised 


to provide Israel with updated 
inteUigaioe on Iraq in letnxn. 

“This rqmrt is com|detdy 
baseless,” Shamir spokesman 
Atn Paz^ said. “Thm are no 
sndi immiises.” 

Mb^ repeated waning to 


naissance misstons, but will 
ground tiiem if war taeaks out, 
the Frendi air fmne spokesman 


week. 

“If Saddam Hnssein dares to 
try to turn in our tfirection to 
chaUmge ns ... win receive 

such a strong portion that he wfll 

regret ... the very thooc^ of 
ti]^ to challenge os,” Modal 
s^ on Israel army radio. 

Shamir has said that “aH those 
wbo tineaten os should know 
that whoever strikes Israel win 
be stEiK^ hard and in the most 
severe way.** 

like Post artide, vdudi cited 
no sonroes, said the Bn^- 
aumiir pact would be denied Ity 
both sides because of its “ex- 
treme sensitivity.** 

The report said there was 
great fear in the White House 
toat Arab states would defect 
frenn die anti-baq coalition if 
became dirretiy involved 
in tbe fight against baq. 

In other Gstf devekyments: 

^ France wHl giound its 
age y-tfi^iteir a in the event of 

warm Gulf because tb^resem- 

Me Mirages in tbe Iracp air force 
obt^ned from France, a militafy 
spokesman said. 

France wfll continne to use its 
hfirage Fl-CR jets it has star 
tjnn frfi ia the Gnlf for reoon- 


The Mirage Fl-CRs resemble 
tbe Mirage FIs in die liaqi air 
force and it could be to 

tell them apart by radar.’said tbe 
spokesman. 

Altiioo^ the French and Iraqi 
jets are eqiqq>ed wito toffierent 
“friaid-or-foc” encoded 
and should be able to be diffe- 
rentiated, ooufoskm could result 
because the mnhinational foroe 
is made up of oompaients of 
many t fi ffere nt oountries, news 
reports said. 

— The United States has the 
fight to use its bases in the 
Fh0qi|riiies to s up pwt its fo r ces 
in tbe Gnlf if war breaks o u t wito 
fraq, FfaOippiiie D^booc Secret- 
axy Bdel Ramos said. 

“At tins stage, I dunk that the 
best action tirat the govremnent 
can take is to realij^prepare for 
the worst possible oontingea- 
des,** Ramos told a news ooofei^ 


— Seven Australian peace 
activists win eaw for Iraq Mon- 
day, hoping to prevent a Gulf 
war acting as buffers between 
the opposing armies. 

The active said Friday they 
ptawnrH tO join a gTO O p of 19 
other activista from e^gfat coan- 
txies who have already set o^ for 
a camp aloi« baq’S bender wito 
Saudi AraMa. 

“We are CotoBy ngainst the UK 


Shaft AI Arab is not enugh. Iraq 
wants onshore loading to cope 
with expanded oil poduction. I 
think he will adamantly stick to 
this (loint but 1 don’t know if the 
Americans can accept it." one 
diplomat said. 

The Shaft AI Arab is shared 
with neighbouring Iran. 

He said if war broke out, 
casualties on both sides would be 
enormous and Western public 
opinion would not stand them 
for long. “This is no 
joke.. .neither side canaBbrd to 
flirt with the military option.” 

Another diplomat believed 
Saddam was aware of the dan- 
gers of war and would be able to 
stay in power even if he pulled 
out of Kuwait with little or no- 
thing to show for it. 

“If the Iraqis start winning a 
war, God knows what would 
happen. The Americans can’t 
afford CO lose. If casualties 
started to mount there would be 
no limit to what the Western 
forces would be prepared to 
use.” 

of vkdenoB,’’ said Steve Blair, a 
lawyer who works for e oviron - 
mental causes. “We are an inter- 
natkmal team opposed to any 
fioon of aggressHm.” 

— Tbe Brititii gonnei mi tfait 

Friday radcred the oompubony 
caD-op of 390 anny re- 

■ servists for senioe in the Gulf 
after getting too few vohmteers. 

Hie move by D^eooe Secret- 
ary Toim Ring was the fim time 
that Britain, which an ali.^ 
volunteer military farce erf Tgyi- 

lais, has lesrated to oonsQrqition 
for 25 yean. 

About 750 vttomteeis hirrowi 
op at two reception cen tres in 

Sootomd arid Eq^and Tbnisdkty 

in reqioiise to a Defence NGnis- 
fry caU for between 1,000 and 
1,500 vohmteere fta die Qnif . 

A miimt ry stateotent said 
corapubny notices win 
be seot out uttmediatety and 
frainiug mil start w M ii n days. ' 

Ellises 

' (Cmtinaed from page 1} 

otoer hmiiigranto could dinrisoe 
tbem hk the West Bank and Gaza 

Stf^* 

EKnitz contended it was not 
fio^prement poB^ to direct 
Sovie t Jews to the ocevpied ter- 
ritories. Only about l^lOO of 
toose who arrived tins year had 
sealed across the oM “green 
line” border, accordug to 


other? Aikd finalty, vtoat Inoi^ about tins tenfote pannmsfaip 
n gamid: tile Anbs and why? 

The two cr i ses have already produced so mar^ victims and ro 

modi bloodshed. The zegiOD brtween Hafr AI Baim and Tel Avcv 

is permeated with the odour of gtin powder, napalm and blood. 

The armies on both rides promise to use tile and deadliest 

weapons ever produced by man and hm we at in the nutofle 

hojmig that soinewhere, soBdkOw, a peaceful tikoug^ like a kfod 
gentle breez e , win creep into die mind of these bdKgerent 
mentalities to make a change. 

This Christmas season pramses to be anotiier sad one fike tile 
forty otiieR tiirt lunre {Kooeded it aiioe 1948. Margaret Thatcher 
and now Eduard Shevmdnadze are gone but tile tineat to tile area 
has not «bateH- Ihe Palesdnian intifoda is as strong as ever, an 

Pas-c^imnn wHl tn the flame of inerimanoe 

afive. 

And so ft comes to pass that we, Arabs, once again pray for 

peace in the nridst of the chaos created for us and around us by a 
straggg combanatiOD of forees. What ties Tel Aviv to Hafr AI 
Batin? But then what hedd has Shamir over Bush? Hafr means 
diggmg and Al*Batm means the esoteric. What strange power 
the iwam in Washington to behave in sach. a strange 
fnhuman whenever the man from Tel Aviv poUs tike string? 

The year 1990 is tile end a decade and also tile begnining of 
another as well as tiie usbering out toe last decade of tbe 
twentieth c e n t ur y. It is hoped that tbe men invtrfvcd will see the 
wisdom in the words Che Loed Jesus Chiisc of Nazaietfa: 
“Blessed are tbe peace makers.” 
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Iran emerges 
victorious in all 
cases in Gulf 


By Aowar Faraqi 


TEHRAN — Iran is neutral in 
the Gulf but whatever the 
ou tc om e ft wfll have an impact 
on Iran’s futnie in tiie re^oo and 
beytmd. 

The crisis also will have a 
profomid effect on Preadent 
Hasheud Rafsanjani’s efforts to 
steer Iran away fimn die legacy 
of tiie late icvtAitiOTary pat- 
riarch, Ayatollah RnboUah 
Khoneini. 

Iraq was Irui’s foe in the 
1980-88 Gnlf war. If Iraq 
emoges from tbe c or rent criss 
with its military powe r intact, 
Iran would be wooed by die 
u o ontr ies of die as a 

cuuuterwci^it to Iraq’s ambi- 
tkms. 

If Iraq is driven out of Kuwaft 
and its ndlftaiy migfit destroyed 
or serionsty we^xned, fran 
woidd be left in a powurfril 
poation that would make its 
Arab neig^bonis uneasy. 

A victiQiy for America arid the 
mtenutoooal force and any oon- 
tirmation of a U.8. presence in 
the r^on incense fran’s' 

anti-Western radicals and create 
tiie posailnlity of new trabolenoB 
in the region. 

Rafsanjani, leader of the 
oofuntiyh so-raDed pragmatists, 
has fang^ pushed aside latocai 
zivab in a pdSdeal power strug- 
gle that surfaced following 
Kbomeim’s deato in June ISW. 

Bnt the hard-liiien, opposed 
to has drive to re pair rdations 
with the West and ban’s Arab 
neighbours, are seeking to 

imderent Rafsanjani by vdiqk- 

'ysag up auti-Ammican passkjos. 

Some even warn to align Iran 
with fraq in a new Islamic front 
agrinst “the great Sazan.” 

“The fraruans are faced witira 
dnenwnaj They don’t want tiie 
Iraqis to fuitiier t^ tiie regional 

balance by oonring out of tins 
atnatkm in possesacm of parts of 
Kuwait,” s^ Philip Ro bing, aoT 
anatyst with London’s Royal fri- 
stftnte of International Indies. 

“On tbe other band, they aie 
cmoenied about die bmk^ of 
Wcsleni forces, paiticulaily tiie 
Ameiicaiis, in tne region,” he 
noted in a telephone mtennew. 

SfairecD Hunter, an analyst 
onto Washington’s frisdtiite of 
Strat^fe and Intonational Stu- 
dies, fears that war “oonki set 
back process of moderatkm, 
conadWation and leconsti uc tiop 
goiisg on in ban now. 

*Tf war erupts, and if it ex- 
tmids into bi^ teriftoiy, the 
larScafs are going to try to use 
the opp ortuni ty to undemrinc 
Rabanjanfs moderate poGdes,” 
toe said in a tdephone int er view 
with tike Associated Press. 

“A solution iriiere baq is not 
destRtytd but is left weakened fe 
hk ban’s best interests,” Hunter 
noted. 


Parliameiit speaker Mehdi 
fiaxtutn, iriio has emerged as tiie 
foremost leader of tiie radicals, 
raid; “I would not s up port a 
oemfrontation whh the United 
States haod-in-hand with Iraq. 

“But if ft was a pan-blanuc 
ihhig, together with all the otiier- 
Muslim ooniitiies, Fd support 
that,” he said in an interview. 

“The radica! pooticMi is that if • 
possible, the way should be 
paved for the hnmiliafion of 
American forces in tbe Gulf," 
said Morteza Hzozi, a senior 
oommeiitator on toe mSnential 

FagKgh Jangnagp Ttoian ThueS 

daily. 

b^’s 5S "wlK op peofde are 
PeisiaiiB, not Arabs. Bnt tiiey 
are overwheliniiigty Shiite Mns^ 
Hmg and, deqiite the war wito 
baq, feel kimhip with fellow 
wbo make up 55 per cent 
of Iraq's population. 


A ▼ictoxy fiir America 
and the intematioiial 
force and any contuma- 
tion of a U^. presence in 
the region might incense 
Iran’s anti-Western 
radicals and create the 
possibility of a new 
tnrlmlenoe in Hie reghm. 


Hunter said tiiat if the Shiites’ 

bofiest toimes in tbe barp cfties 

of Najaf, Karbala and Kazxmain, 
an sonto of Baghdad, are dam- 
aged in any hostilities, “popular 
passioiis m ban wcmld reaUy' 


Iran has masted baq with- 
draw frcHU Kuwait But Rafrao- 
jam also has cemdemned the 
foreign forces sent to tiie Gulf 
rqjon, which ban oonddeis its' 


The Kuwait crisis has brought 
ooBsidenble gains for Ra&an- 
jam, jndndmg as mudi as $1 
bfllion from oQ pooe increases 
that boost his drive to rebuild 
die eoononiy. The oiais has also 
led to improved lelatkms with 
the West and the other Azto 
states and baqp acoqMazice of 
Tehran's conditions for formally 
cndixig the 1960-88 war. 

Robins noted: *“lt would be 

highly tuffikety that ban wffl fax 

any wqr become involved in a 
mffltaiy conflict on ** 

Deputy Fordgn hfinster Ah 
M o h a mmad Besharati said in an' 

xnmview; “If there is a war, our 
policy B dean we do not intend 


to join any forces in the Gnlf or 

to bdp one aide agamst anotiier. 
Our {xtocy is to seto a peaceful 

stoitioD to tiie crisis.” 
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Starting a new life 


' “ ">«., «>■ 


By Stephen Nisbet 

Reuter 


C^*“^y vw. ■ BRUSSELS — Paul, a Roma- 
Batin ^<^ nian imerpreter. boasted casual- 
®apai^Tej, |y of bow he had lied lo ^Igian 
Justice Ministiy officials when 
'te sit daiming to be a refugee. 

thoaX starting a new life, 

of thSr’.^if so I came to Belgium and loid. 

them I had been beaten up b>* 

another saH ^ ^ ujinenj," said Paul, in his 

Ma!!:‘‘aeh 3tts, referring to the street vio- 


another SaH ^ asnens said Paul, in his 

I94S. 3tts, referring to the street vio- 

but the 11 ,®^ Tk' lencB in Bucharest last June in 
is as whk* squads of miners attacked 

P the suspected government critics. 

v^m. 7: «*Dltr I'^TTT TlftT Cf 


^ ^ Slaying in Bras- 

*bs, once ^ boring city in 

us anH Europe. Tm off to Liege to get 

2 s Tej A '■ woric.'" he said. The east Belgian 
over n, city had the advantage of being 

ic near die Dutch and GermaS 

- ®baita.*^ froncieis should he need to dis- 

^VC in Pw_i irlh. ?_f_t_. 


pulh ^’*5; 
nd also the 

iCn in%j#^t— 


3 (^)ear quickly. 

Pecqiie like Paul (not his real 
name) are giving European 
Community immigration aodiOT- 


•as:-a|.ifab 
\harg Is. 

^ • Shirar 


len in\3^L. r^ef. aUUKX^ 

US Oiri ines a beadacbe as they contem- 

P^**® ® influx of people from 
^ the former communist countries 

of Eastern Europe, coinciding 

— with process to the EC's fron- 

ner-f^ single market at the end 

iDAlki of 1992. 

The exodus could become a 

' crisis if. as expeaed. the Soviet 
Isf^Bhai. parliament passes a law in the 
• next few weeks allowing its 

•hahr ■ ctizens to emigrate. ~ 

Soviet EC ambassador Vladi- 
miT Shemiatenkov said Mos- 
•ai. ai'urabiYjij,^ cow's labour experts expected 

'^“^9 Is. two to three million Soviet 

O L •Shim citizens, from street sweepers to 
\ ^ professional people, lo head 

^ A. 't west in search of work. 

N. ^ The existing problem can be 
• seen a* Petit Chateau, a former 

army selection centre in a dingy’, 
canalside neighbourhood of cen> 
nal Brussels, where Paul and 
12,000 other current applicants 
~ for refugee status have Aeir first 

brushes with authority. 

^ Each day before dawn, dozens 

^ of people from around the world 

queue up to put their cases. 

a ! I hoping to persuade interviewers 

I I that diey face persecution at 

home — or at least to string out 
ofSdal inquiries so they can pro- 
long their sszy. 

(5ne man in the queue, a Sikh 




V\ 


Terror 


2 men: speahilk 
. whobfsemB^i 
z: le,ider oiikab 
[ would DOl Jff 
tatioa with 4c £ 
i2nd*iii-fa3od itt‘ 
if ii was a |n£ 
leether with dfc 
countries, W? 
;c said in ai Its 
radical 
. the wy 
;cr the bHii® 
ta forces in fc® 
?neza Rhb< ** 
;a:or on d*'* 
lacgiuie Tdi>* 

^vceiniiagtr^ 
i, despite 
e! idaship ^ 
■ho make ap -r 

. populad* 


:ory for ^ 

be in*‘"2 
aoy^ 
a U.S. P«2 

3onB#‘J 

* 

•nceinW" 


CCoQfhmed frtHu p^e 1) 

murdeeen wese 'welcomedirr.as 
heroes, the inevitable result is 
that more peoj^ want to be 
oooskkred as heroes,” be said. 

bx die ooaqiied temtories, 
Bahatimami observed a general 
strike caned by andeigroand 
leaden to protest the mage fm - 
migntion of Sovfet Jews and the 
mowmng settlement of Jews in 
Ai;d) Jeznsalem. 

A Bslestbrian shot by Isiadi 
troops in 1988 died of his 
tnwxfc Tfanrsday, boroitai ofiS- 
daksatd. 

Khaii Kbader Mahmoud, 30, 
had been paralysed sinoe be was 
wounded fay a bullet in bis qrine. 
He received treatment in Jordan 
but letumed to the occupied 
West Bank Wednesday. 

Israeli troops shot and wound- 
ed nine Palestmiairs during 
dashes in the ocenpied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip Tfanxsday, 
brad televmon sai^ 

army rounded up more 
ectivte of tbe Muslim firrr- 


e ccackdown wbiefa began two 
^eeks ago when Hazrras 
fespoQ^rility for stabbing to 


from India, showed a di>col- 
uured foot which he said was the 
result of a police beating ai 
home. 

He said he had come to 
Europe on a cheap visa to 
Czedioslovakia, then paid S5tK) 
to a taxi driver who bniugbi him 
illegally to Belgium. 

Belgian refugee commissioner 
• Marc Bossuyt said only 17 per 
cent of applications succeeded 
and even then mostly because 
I he applicant's story was given 
the beneEt of the doubt. 

Justice Minister Melchior 
Wathclet said the number of 
political asylum seekers was ex- 
ploding throughout Europe and 
North America — from 25,U(W 
in 1973 to an estimated 600.UOU 
this year. 

This trend, with 90 per cent of 
applications rejected, was put- 
ting at risk the very basis of tbe 
1951 Geneva Convention for 
protecting genuine refugees, and 
also call^ into question general 
immigration policies. Waihelei 
said this month. 

_ Romanians are tbe biggest 
single nationality among the 5U0 
people crammed into Petit 
Chateau's dormitory living qu.ir' 
ters. A thousand more would-be 
refugees are put up elsewhere in 
makeshift red cross accomoda- 
.tion. 

Earlier this year, Poles were 
the most numerous group, and 
may become so again shonly 
when Germany allows them 
three-month visa-free enir>‘. 

Bonn's decision has annoyed 
others in the Schengen group, 
the community's six founding 
members, which have pledged to 
demolish their internal frontiers 
faster than the rest of the bloc. 

Diplomats said Germany had 
effectively imposed the same 
policy on its &hengen par men: 

— France, Italy, Belgium. Lux- 
embourg. and the Netherlands 

— without consulting them first. 
Once in Germany, a Pole 

could move easily el^where in 
the Schengen bloc. 

_A Polish diplomat in Brussels 
said the many Poles expected to 
take advantage of visa-free 
travel to Germany would include 
some intending to work in the 
West — although the conditions 

deadr tfaree Israelis in Tel Aviv. 

Four Hamas fundamentalists 
appealed to Israel's supreme 
ooort Thursday to overturn an 
army order to expel them from 
dre oocopred Gaza Strip. 

The e:q>nlsion order appealed 
'nrirrsday was condemned by tbe 
U.N. SMori^ ConneS last week 
in a resolution that also urged 
more proieccion for tbe Palesd- 
iriaxrs Ihring in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Missile 

(ConCmned from p^e 1) 

multinational forces if war 
breaks out, military analysts say. 

kifilitazy analysts m Baghdad 
said Iraq was bera crainxDg regu- 
lar army commandos and vohm- 
teezs from die die popular anny 
in special operations against 
alDed forces in Saudi AraUa and 
the Gulf. 

Hie analysts said die txarxnng 
indudes suiddal missons 1^ sea 
and airborne operations. 

A senibr Baatb party ofBcial 
said Hinisday that thousands of 
volunteers h^ fixxisbed oonrses 
at a military camp in Najaf 
where they received special 
trainin g on weapons and oom- 


of enrrv are suppos'd to exclude 
this. 

In the EC'^ capital city, there 
is already a ihrixing black labour 
market provided by Polish and 
other illegal immigrants, fur ex- 
ample in menial domestic and 
building jobs. 

The Bru5t.seK newspaper Le 
Soir reponed earlier this m%mtb 
a police raid nn a slum flat 
cxx-upied hv 4(1 Polish squatters 
who were in Belgium illegally. 

The newspaper, not noted for 
sensationalism, said Pimps 
found a supply of prostitutes at 
Pent Chateau among the Gha- 
naians who make up another 
large group which traditionolly 
secks — usually unsuccessfully 
— to obrain refugee status in 
Belgium. 

Unsuccessful applicants for re- 
fugee status arc seldom forced to 
return to where they came iTcm. 
but go to another FC state or 
drift into an unofficial existence 
where they are npe for exploita- 
tion by uaaoiqialous employen and 
Ixtuflonls. 

With w.'trnings from M»>scow 
of mas.sive Soviet emigration ro 
the W'est in the near future. 
Europe's immigniiion planners 
face :i dilemma. 

If they crack down too hard on 
Paul and mbers like him, they 
may punish ssmii; people who 
^nuinely are refugees and not 
amply economic Riigrunt.s seek- 
ing a bener m.^terial life. 

They may also be tarred with 
the anii-imintgration brush 
associated with far-nght parties 
in some Western Europe states. 

_ But if they arc too la.x. they 
risk seeing an ever-greater arriv- 
als rate which could end up 
tanning popular support for 
xenophobic parties. 

A Liberian waiting outside 
Petit Chateau in the hope of 
being offered illegal casual 
labour said he was grateful ti) 
Belgium for offering him sanctu- 
ary. hut his feelings varied by the 
day. 

"Sometimes people look at 
you on a tram as though you're 
inconveniencing them just by 
being there. But then yesterAiy’, 
a man gave away his coat to my 
friend because he was cold." he 
said. 

mando tactics. 

Abdul Rahim Abdul Qadder 
told tbe Ai Joohouriya newq>ap- 
er that 138,700 volunteers have 
been trained in special operS^ 
tioDS in the camp, some ISO 
kUometres south of Baghdad. 

Tbe Najaf camp is ideal in 
training combatants who sym- 
bolise heroism and discqrfiiie,'' 
he told tbe daily. 

Tbe analysts said the vtriim- 
teezs are probably receiving 
traiirmg in commando missions 
to be lanncfaed behind die lines 
of the mtiitmationai foroes. 

Tbe Baath Party said Friday 
that millions of poor and <^>pres- 
sed Arab and Muslims would 
rise up alongride Bagdad in any 
war against foreign troops. 

The Baath Party didy AI 
Tbawra said In an e^otia! drat 
U.S. Presidem George Bush was 
boasting like a "peacock” about 
the armies he had massed 


Egypt ’ s fir st woman is a 
‘hands-on social worker' 


By Mimi Mann 

The .AsMVi.#T<?d Pr,. sv 


HexpTiL.iis. \!r-i Lp-.p: n.!r:;bi'y.;>ii to solve are srill with us.” 

n.\slcf. h..d Jil -flL.' '"I 


C.MRO — it took huzjnnc 
Mubarak a year after her huN- 
hand became previJen; ti* decide 
wh:d kind of firit kidv ^he w.jnted 
in he. Ihen slic acvepied the 
challenge of .in .A me near. proJes- 
Mlir and went inio the v'um\. 

For eight yc.vrs, she has wurked 
amanc her caunm's pi or to 
bring educaito.'i and hope to im- 
p<»ver!shed children. Mrs. 
.Mubarak describes hersj:f .i 
"hands-on sncial ttorker." 

She has done the u-b I.irccly 
without fanfare, tipc-mne schewHs 
and sma.I libraries, «^>^i.tining 
medical supplies .mJ hd-.pii.ils ((•: 
rhose without them. Much ot her 
attention i'^ fivuseJ on eradicat- 
ing illiteracy, which jjtlicis more 
than halt the 55 million Eg\p- 
lians. 

■'I go ti' the mi's; depressed 
area, the most depressed school, 
the mfist depressed htrvpit.il." she 
siiid. "hat 1 don't get deptessed. 
When I see what's been done, the 
sfniiesot the children. . it >ouean 
soj\e the worst co.se. surely the 
rest will follow." 

Mrs, Mubarak caljs her slum 
projects ■■se'J-help. " People who 
! .irc inspired to help !?;c:msclvcs 
".ire tilled with pnde -cid go on 
from there." she s,nd. .'u di>n'l 
fee! like keeping a place cle.m if 
Its w.ilis are fafiing in." 

Seated on the lawn of .Aruh.i 
Palace, a preside n*.i::i eucs: 
house, site spoke ot her goals for 
Lgyp! .inJ her life as titsi lady, 
wife and mother of s«o grown 
v>ns. Politics Was the I'niy suhjee: 
declared off limits fo: her first 
lengthy interview sin..e 1*V5. 

"People say I'm sIvy. hut I 
don't think si'," she said. "1 
would s;i\ I'm jum a I'l: timid." 

Tu the outside world, and most 


n:ys!cry S.:-..! h..d di-iie S::.:. "I can’t work tr. big crowds. :n 

Sf:e QOt 4 d.. .. \ ;;cr’ >•. i ;n;r.:r^.! -.n:}. Uie hmenght.” she siid. "Vv'hen I 
t. .iirtis g'.'vcfirfT.c... ^p:cL:ei..ssii: Cut a ribbon it a school. I've been 

.iL.lvi.lts Mre.e e..- .i.C'. ..j’.e .i.jijrevs(.d l■■.a^^ -if there 2li times before. impros*ing 

ti-'Oeda! j!i un:;. :v..- vv .. i.n.e |’Ti.'';ems. ng the bui'dme. bajme the book-., 

rc}v.-r!ediy -/.r . O.e ■.>} women. training ? lie teac.hcrs, : a ikt.m* with 

huvh.iMd. pres::.,- O'. :i ■ v is -p-j p, ^ the childrcr and vriifinc parenrs 

\lii.‘jrak. wan.Cu ^ c ts both Egyptians, so if m their h'jrt?e\. It's a pro'ect 1 

Ihf presrJ-:;! v ... : r--' we do things differently, it's a created 'with th= help private 

.mvi.-iiis th.if h:s J..:.- mafter <sf style. ’’ .Mrs. Mubarak donations." 

rcvantif.cn: said. ■‘The problems we’ve tned Ju.an Sadat was known as an 


Ji'iiied a! j!i i*n:;. :v.r ■*' - 
rc}w.r!t-diy -i’.r . 

hush.ind. pres;:, r; 

1% •■''r* * • " ■■ -X 

Ihc preside:!! -^.1 : ■ r-j 
.miiious th.iT h:s a..:.- : ..va-w 

rcsi.- :'it i:;cn: ; n ,■ ' r. ^ ; r 



go to the most depressed area, the most depressed school, tbe icos* depressed hospital, hu! I 
don't gel depressed” 


advocate of women’s rights in a 
tr.ale-domir.atcd region. 

In Mrs. Mubarak'S v>ew. “at 
the momen: there arc enough 
laws on the books o: E z’-t-! that 
give -acfncn equal rights, but 
■Aomen have to knew how to use 
them. I;' a sc<d.ii and educational 
c.ha[!cnge.'' 

When be; h'j-bi.nd became 

pre’iidcr.; »n if’er Sadat’s 

as--.av.:na:j«»;i. ::>ok me one full 

year !o find :n what was 

nch' for me a.'! t:rs! ladv Mrs. 

• 

•Mubarak said. 

SuzaitTiC Thabc:. daughter of 
an Egypt ian d-xter a.nd a Welsh 
nurse, was 17 wh-ar. she married 
Cap;. Hi><ni Mubarak, an air 
force flight Er.siractt-r. 

"He was Sfi hj,";dicn;e." sard 
Mrs .Mubara'r:. "He i*.;-- :s.” 

For Id years, she kept to the 
traJitiona: rule of h-.j-jsewife and 
mother to sens .Alia and Gatrai. 

"It w.!< very diffic-ait. neca-ase 
there ’*erc sO many 'Aars. ’ she 
iaiJ. ".M> hj;--ria.';d was always 
aon-,-. I gave my iife ;e :he i>3ys.” 

The day came when were 
m school, and Mrs Mubarak 
askeJ herself- "'Aha: do 1 do 
n*r* 

Relati-.es and frscr.ds coan- 
se:ed cooki.ng or sewma classe%. 
but "1 hate those things.” 

She enrolled m A.-r.er;aa.n Uni- 
versity ;n Cairo. In lyTT, when 
her husband was -.;re president, 
she graduated in pc-:ti-eal science 
with a minor in psychc-logy. She 
earned a Master’s in sociologv in 
19S.2 

The first lady and her women 
volunteers now care for :5. 
schools and e.xpec: to add more. 

• Some of Egypt’s pro'sleais are 
so huge that c.r;c person -cannol 
soUe them, ihe sasJ. but being 
fir*.: Ldy L-f. her try and rewards 
her when !ihe succeeds. 


Christmas in a refugee camp 


By G eory Jahn 

The Associated Press 


TRAISXIRCHEN. Austria — 
TTie Magola and Pasca families 
are celrArating Chrestmas this 
year in a dingy refugee camp, far 
from friends and family, lliey 
wouldn't want it any other way. 

T'd rather die th^ go back.” 
Mariana Adriana Pascu said, 
when asked if she would miss 
tradhioiial festivities in her for- 
mer home of Sibhi. Romania. 
Her twin sbter and 7-year-old 
son nodded their assent. 

On another floor of the drab 
concrete structure housing many 
of the i,(XX) refugees of tbe 
Traiskirclien camp, other voices 
express rimilar sentiments. The 
c amp , about SO kilometres south 
of '^^enna, is first home to many 
Eastern European fleeing pover- 
ty and tnim^ in their home- 
lands. 


FwigeCtiiig the past 


"We can see Bush's ceitain 
defeat ooming soon and he will 
be chased by disgrace every- 
where and die of frustration bat 
onhr after be had shed unima^n- 
able amounts of American 
Wood.” 


“I want TO forget my past,” 
Natalia Magola said of Christ- 
mases in Lvov, the Western 
Ukrainian city of Crumbling 
Majesty she and her mother left 
behind. T want to think only of 
the future.” 


As she ^ke, a waif left alone 
by her mother wailed in die 
neighbouring room. Cliildren 
rode bikes up and down the 
stone-floored hallway, darkened 
to save enetgy. In the winter 
gloom outside, the wind whipped 
drizzle against the jumb'e of 
peeling 19th century buildings 
and u^y cement donnitories. 

The Traiskiichen camp was 
first used for refugees fleeing the 
violent suppression of Hungary's 
revolt against communism in 
1956. Thousands fleeing the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe have passed through :t 
since. The Austrian gcv-ninien: 
{Mks up its costs. 

Miss Magola appeared com- 
fortable with the sordid sur- 
roundioB as she and, her 19- 
year-old mother, SoSal sat on 
their camp cot, oocasionallv cztd- 
dlxng the stray car they had 
adopted. 

Past fears and present anx- 
ieties faded as tbe 21-year-o!d 
fashion designer ^xrke basrJuily 
of the future. 


A movie star 


"I’d like to go to the L'nited 
States or maybe Canada,” Miss 
Magola said. 'Tm a good dan- 
cer. Maybe I can make videos 


and become a movie star.” 

Her mother’s aspirations were 
even simpler. 

"I will be happy when my 
daughter is happy,” she said 
with a smile. 

_ . The slow thaw in the Soviet 
Union did not satisfy tbe Mago- 
las. fervent Greek Catholics 
whose religion is scruggjing to 
re-estabiish itself in the Western 
LTiraine after decades of brutal 
suppression. 

TTiey arrived in Traiskircben 
May 13 after jumping tbe train 
that was supposed to take them 
to Yugoslavia for a vacation. 
Now they wait for Austria to 
formally recognise them as re- 
fugees and hope for a new life in 
North America. 

Greek Catholics celebrate 
Christinas Jan. 6, and Christmas 
last year held spedal memories 
for the younger Magola woman. 

Her father died Portly after- 
ward, and she has little hope chat 
she will soon see most of the 12 
other family members who 
gathered at their home for the 
festivities. 

"We sat down at the table, 
and all of the family made the 
sign of the cross,” she related, 
her eyes aglow. "Then we had 
our tradicionai meal of veget- 
ables and buckwheat, and we 
prayed and sang religious songs. 


"It won’t the same this year 
with father gone and the rela- 
tives so far away,” she said, 
speaking in accented English. 
“But my broriier and his wife are 
going to visit, we’re going to 
have a small tree, and we have 
one big present we didn*?^lave 
last year — freedom.” 

The Pascus, loo, appreciate 
freedom and realise how 
tenuous it is. 

Mrs. Pascu dropped her son 
Achim off with an aunt just 
before Christmas ias: year, then 
joined her sister Gabriela 
Daniela in a street proiesi 
against Communist dictator 
Nioolae Ceausescu. 

Demonstrations nationwide 
led to tbe revolurion that top- 
pled tbe Ceausescu regime and 
the dictator’s execurion Dec. 25. 

Tbe Pascus rejoiced along 
with the rest of the nation, be- 
lieving that (leausescu’s demise 
meant tbe end of years of priva- 
dOD and repression. Their joy 
was short lived. 

“We thought tbe future 
looked bright after Ceausescu," 
Mrs. Pascu said. “We tbou^t 
we would have lots to eat. Now 
the situation is catastrophic at 
home," 

The 33-year-oSd divorcee and 
her sister, a gym teacher, came 
to Austria in February, fleeing 


whai they said was post-revolu- 
tionary chaos and the growing 
conviction that nothing bad 
changed at home. 

Mis. Pascu's sister said she 
beiQeves that Ceausescu's feared 
Securitate secret police are stil] 
in‘*^Wer, Calls home indicate 
that the shortage of basic con- 
sumer items has not subsided, 
she said. 

The Pascu family has been 
turned down once by Austria for 
immignuit status and is appeal- 
ing. A biner oonaoversy broke 
out in .Austria lost month over 
plans to send 7,0u0 Romanians 
back home, and officials now are 
oying to find places for them. 

Destitution under Ceausescu 
cloud tbe memory of past Christ- 
mases for the Pascus and make 
this year’s holiday season bright 
in comparison. 

”1 got presents in school to- 
day," Achini said proudly, bran- 
dishing 3 foil-covered chocolate 
Santa Claus and a bag full of 
sweets. 

"Such things never happened 
in Romania,” his mother said. 
"We often bad a hard time 
finding enough to eat at Christ- 
mas. and whoever heard of chil- 
dren getting gifts ai sdiool? 

"We don’t know what the 
future holds, but it's bound to be 
better than the past.” 
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20 X 30 


Shmdsani - 0pp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swe&eh tel: 823891 


Many villas and apartments 
are available for ren: and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

‘ Also many tots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 



i Furnished & unfurnished 
: apartments & villas for rent 
: in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
; Rental Dept 687821/22 
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Italian shoes, ^ 

leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 


Shmeisoni - Grindinys Bank Bldg 
Tcl. 669 457 


Let Aramex .Air Cargo 
take care of tlie '.vorks, 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 
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Man. United delighted 

with Robson’s comeback 


LONDON (R) — Bryan Rob- 
son's form ^oe his comeback 
for Manchester United has 
astotmded manager Alex Fergu- 
son. 

Ibe 33-year-old former Eng- 
land World Cup captain pl^ed 
only his second match of an 
iniury-plagued season Wednes- 
day, w^n United beat Norwich 
3-0, and produced a fine per- 
formance before being replaced 
10 minates from time. 

Ferguson, whose sixth-placed 
side face Aston Villa in the 
English first division Saturday, 
said: "Bryan has been brilliant 
RDCe his comeback. 

"I never imagined he would 
be as good as he has been since 
be returned. We took him off 
only because he was feeling a bit 
tired.” 

Ferguson said the experienced 
midfielder, who has had two 
Adiilles tendon operations since 
being forced to drop oat of the 
Worid Cup finals in Italy, still 
bad a vit^ role to play whh 
United. 

"Bryan has exceptional qual- 
ities and Fm looking to him as a 
nafiira] leader to take us throng 
the minefields we will encounter 
if we are to win the cham- 
pionship which is my intention,” 
be saidL 

The United captain's contract 
expires at the end of this season 
but Fergnson said: "A lot of 
people might fan^ hini hut 1 


want hhn at Old Traffbid and 1 
have no intention of dumping 
him.” 

Ferguson was awaiting a fit- 
ness test on winger Danny Wal- 
lace, who missed the Normdi 
game with a knee injury, before 
n amin g his ade. 

Ex^enced midfielder Jim- 
my Case and former En^and 
international defender Ross^ 
Osman are set to return for 
Southampton against Tot- 
tenham. 

Case missed Wednesday’s win 
over Manchester Chy with a 
back injury and Osman has been 
out for two games with a bad 
knee. 

Norwich could be without 
three from men for their visit to 
Coventry, where they have won 
only once in the first division. 

Striker Robert Fleck is re- 
covering from a knee operation 
while Robert Rosario (hip) and 
Lee Power (thigh) am receiving 
treatment after Wednesday’s 3-0 
defeat at Manchester United. 

Manager Dave S t rin g e r has 
pat fonner Danish undCT-21 in- 
ternational Henrik Mortensen, 
yet to start a first-team game this 
season, on stand-by. 

Nottingham Forest manager 
Brian Clon^ will have to m^e 
changes to his side for their clash 
with Manchester Oty. 

Striker Nigel Jemson is ont 
witii a hamstring injury sus- 
tained in Wedn^day’s victory 


over Wimbledon and England 
midfielder Stefe Hodge is doubt- 
ful after snffering a recuiience of 

a calf injury. 

Gty manager Peter Rdd has 
three strikers with problems. 
Adrian Heath has a virus and is 
expected to recover in time but 
Wayne Clarke and Clive Allen 
aze onlikely to be fit. 

Derby hope that former Eng- 
land goalkeepr Peter Shilton win 
recover from knee and groin 
injuries to take over firom deputy 
Martin Taylor against Everton. 

Leeds be witiiout defen- 
der Peter Haddock against 
Wimbledon. Haddock was car- 
ried off at Snnderiand last Sun- 
day with ankle, calf and knee 
injuries although X-ray ex- 
aminations show^ no broken 
bones. 

Dundee United hope to beat 
Scottish League leaden Glasgow 
Rangers Saturday to bring them 
wit!^ two p oin t s of the title 
boldeis. 

Captain Manrice Malpas said: 
"It would be mce to win this 
game jost to let them know we 
are stfil in there fighting. Tradi- 
tionally, the team which does 
best around Christmas and New 
Year goes on to win the league.” 

Rangers oldest rivals. Celtic. 
wilJ be trying de^tately to re- 
gain some credibility by beating 


All-German swimming team to get 

tough world championship baptism 


Celtic are languishing in fifth 
{rface with 16 points, 11 fewer 
than Rangeis and only three 
above bottom dub St. Mirren. 


Drivers gear up for Paris- Dakar Race 


PARIS (AP) — More than 400 
cars, tiudes and motorcydes wil! 
start Saturday in the 13th Paxis- 
to-Dakar Rally, but only abont 
one-third are expected to finish 
on Jan. 17 in one of the worid’s 
toughest endurance races. 

Ari Vantanen on Finland will 
be defending his title as the rally 
sets oat frmn the Chateau de 
Vincennes outside Paris to 
Clermont-Ferrand in central 
France, the first of 13 stages. 

A sboit fonr-Idlometre pro- 
logue Sunday wiD determine the 
starting order when the rally be- 
ffxs in earnest on Jan. 2, with a 
leg starting in Tripoli, Libya, 


after the vehicles cross the 
Medherranean by ferry. 

Vantanen won the race last 
year vdieD a controversial coin 
toss dedded the title between 
him axKi teammate Jacky Idoc of 
Belgrcm. Both were driving for 
Peugeot, bat they are now pilot- 
ing Gtroens. 

The 9.186-kUometze race runs 
south through the trackless de- 
serts of Libya and Nigeria before 
tuming west throogh Mali. 
Manritania and Sene^. 

The seventh stage of Gbat- 
Tomu in Libya is among the 
most dangerous, with 681 
kilometres througji the desert 


sand that can hide suspension- 
busting rodcs. 

”M^ peojrie are going to 
stay thm,” organiser Gilbeit 
Sabine predicted. 

The ninth stage, from Agadez. 
hfiger, to Gao, Mali, is not 
maiinsd and the diivera wOl de- 
pend on their navigation skills to 
reach the finish. 


LONDON (R) — German 

s wim mers take their first world 
championship plunge as a united 
team in the new year but will not 
pack the ali-ioo^ power of the 
when the c oun t ry was di- 
vided. 

Ease Germany swamped the 
rest in women's swimming for 
the best part of two decades. 
The system, winch derived the 
^ory, devoted everything to 
ffizrtnring the talent but feU apart 

with the collapse of the former 
Communist state. 

November’s first all-Gennan 
championships left East (jennan 
women's swimmers looldng a 
largely spent force, with once 

aQ-conqnermg stars reduced to 
dsmorafised also-rans as they 
fioundeicd out of oomention foir 
tickets to the world cham- 
pionships in Perth. Australia. 

East Germany’s extraordinari- 
ly through system sized up talent 
from Infancy and extracted every 
ounce of potential from world- 
beaters of the stamp of Kornelza 
Ender. spr in ter supreme of the 
1970s. and Kristin Otto, wizmer 
of six gold medals at the 1988 
Seoul Olymincs. 

Deprived of this support, the 
endless op por t un ity for tr aining 
and the material comforts and 
incentives wfaid] vrent with suc- 
cess, eastern Germans will no 
longer exert the sort of monopo- 
ly which enabled them to cany 
off 13 of the 16 wtnnen's titles at 
tile last world championships in 
Madrid in 1986. 

Allegations that drugs were 
nsed to enhance perframanoe 
have cast frnther ^adows and 
prompted the National Swim- 
ming Federation to demand all 
German competitois at the 
World Championships sign 
sworn statements they are dx^- 
free. 

However, Genrums will cer- 
tainly make their mark at the 
11-day gala of swimming, diving, 
water polo and tyo^onised 


swimming at the axfii Worid 
Championships which start next 
Tbois^y. 

The incomparable Midiael 
Gross Tctnnis to the intemafiott- 
al arena for file first time snoe 
the Seoul Otytxqncs with every 
ebanoe of hecommg the first 
swimmer to win tfaiM conseco- 
tive individual worid titles when 
he nnfnils his powers in the 200 
metres butterfly. 

Gros first made fais towering 
presence felt at the 1982 World 
Championships in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, wl^ be won ^ 200 
freestyle and 200 butterfiy golds 
— a feat he repea^ for West 
Germany in Madrid four years 
later. 

This time, at 26, be swims just 
butterfly. He showed snp^ 
form in winning last month's 
German national titles at 100 
and 200 metres when barely over 
tonsilrtis. 

The great eastern German 
men's hope is Nils Rndol{rfr, who 
made lus big breakthrough in 
1990, setting world-best times 
for sbort-conrse SO metres frees- 
tyle and long-oomse 50 metres 
butterfly — each at the expense 
of U.S. kinsrin Matt Biondi. 

Olympic 200 metres tncfivkinal 
medley drampion Daniela Hun- 
ger, European 200 freest Grtid 
medallist Manuela Stdhnach and 
Grit Mueller, a European 
bronze medallist, should heep 
the eastern Germans among the 
women's medals. 

Bat their fonner team mates 
Heike Friedrich and Astrid 
Strauss — both ragning frees- 
tyle world diampions — and 
European 400 and 800 freestyle 
gold medallist Anke Moehriog 
Sopped in the German dmtw- 
pionships and failed to earn a 
pass^ to Australia, 

However, all three would 
have been hard-pressed to up- 
stage Janet Evans, the diminn- 
tive American who splashed to 
three Olympic tities — 400 and 
800 metres freest^ e and 400 


inrfividoal medley — in Seoul 

two years ago. 

Team Biondi, who had 
second diony^bts after announc- 
ing his zetiremeiit from swim- 
ming at the eiKl of the Seoul 
Olympics, retains to lead the 
U.S. men’s challen g e. 

Biondi, Ofynpic champion at 
50 and 100 metres freestyle and 
silver medallist over 100 me t r es, 
b utterfly , ahns to reasse rt Iris 
a u t h o ri ty in aH three events and 
wiU be fovouxite to retain Iris 
worid 100 freeatrie crown. 

Tbe SO freestyle p roorises a 
paxtfonlariy potent dadi, with 
Rndo^rii American defeod- 
mg w^d diainpion Tom Jager 
racing Biondi in the chase for 
gold. 

At the other end of die dis^ 
tanoe scale. Anstralian Glen 
Honsman should attack Vladi- 
mir Sa]nxkov*B seven-year-old 
1,500 metres world record, hav- 
ing been denied it ayear ago by 
a technical tfmitig hitch. 

Britain's Adrian Mboihonse 
— Otyiiqric, European md Gom- 


for tbe one major tide missing 
from his collection after the 1986 
world 100 
goldwai 

by disqualification for a faulty 
kick at the torn. 

The first diiee days of die 
championships 


ter polo but die pace qui c k e ns 
with the innovation of a " s p ri nt 
day” to oi^ dm swimming 
programme in the Perth Snper- 


It comprises S0*metre prints 
in butterfly, backstroke and 
breaststroke and 4X50 freestyle 
relays for both men and women, 
but is not an official part of die 
World Championsfaips. 

Fw devotees of long-(fistanoe 
racing, a rest day in die swim- 
ming progcamme o ff en a ^25- 
kilometre swim in Perth's Swan 
River. 


Italy to get first woman referee 


rj.2 


ROME (R) — Italy’s first woman soccer referee. Paola Baraoli, is 
to make ha debut Saturday, tbe Italian Referees' Assoctation 
(AIA) said. But the 27-year-old from Fossato di Vico near 
Perugia in central Italy will not have to undergo a baptism of fire 
in front of tens of thousands of spectators. She takes charge cf a 
local schoolboys* league match, GpoDeto versus Mocaiana, 20 
mixnttes each way. Her presence will ensure a good crowd for tbe 
match, indudmg several leading AIA officials. "We’ze waiting 
with curiosity ax^ interest to see bow Paola does,” said Federico 
Centrone, preadent of the Umbrian Branch of the Italian 
Football Federation. "Bringing women referees into tbe game 
nri^t have advantages for the world of soccer.” 

Maradona voted mo^ hated man of '90 

ROME (R) — Argentine soccer star- Diego Maradona has been 
voted Italy's most hated man in a year-end poll conducted for La 
ReputriiUca newspaper. The temperamental Napoli mqitain heads 
a list indndiiig Iraqi President SaAfam Hussein, U.S. Fresideac 
George Bndi and pop singer Madonna, whose erotic stage antics 
have offended many in tbe land of her forebears. Asked to name 
their least fevourite people of tbe year. 34 per cent of 1,023 
people chose Maradona. "Italians agree — Maradona is a 
tronble-maker. a hypocrite and a sower of discord.” pronounoed 
La Repubbllca, fe^niing a cartoon of the poll winners cavorting 
in hatte. 

Tyson sues for 1st shot at Hoiyfleld 

NEW YORK (AP) — Mike Tj^ton filed suit Thursday in an 
attempt to stop tbe next heavyweight drampionship bout, saying 
he, not George Foreman, should have the first oppo r t u nity to 
challenge champion Evander Holyfield. Tbe lawsnit, filed in 
Manhattan's federal court, also seeks SlU milliOD in damages from 
the World Boxing Assodation, the International Boxing Federa- 
tion and officers of tbe two organisations. 


Foreigners make impact on U.S. pro basketball 
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North-South vuloenible 
deals, 

NORTH 
« K J< 4 
7 K 6 2 
V 7 3 
« A K7S 

WEST EAST 

* A73 « Q 65 

v«5 7QJ973 

vJ984 TI0 52 

4QI0S3 *94 

SOLTH 

* 10 9 2 
7 A 10 4 

■: A K Q 6 

* J 6 2 
The bidding: 

Norik Sontt 

1 * Pass 1 ■; . 

1 * Pass 3 NT 


North 


West 


Pass 


Opening lead: Ei^t of 7 
Usually, it is unwise to lead from 
a dovbleton against an enemy no 
trump contract. You cannot dways 
be sure that you are going to bit 
partner's suit. And even if you 
do, you might noi have the time or 
die eoiries to establish and nm tbe 
long suit. 

On this band, however, with both 
minors and spades having been bid 
by the enemy, the top-of-noUiiag 


htan lead, the unbid suit, had de- 
cided appeal. Declarer played low 
rrom dummy and East's jack forced 
the Iciog. Dedarer now M the tea of 
spades. 

We would bet dollars to dou^- 
nuts that moR defenders would play 
low with the West cards, allowing 
declarer to cake tbe finesse which. 
West knew, was sure to lose. How- 
ever. West worked our that, if pan- 
ner were allowed to win tire sj^c. 
he might not be able to play another 
heart without giring declarer an ex- 
tra trick in the suit. And even if East 
could safely lead a bean, there was 
little likelihood that East hdd an- 
other entry. 

So West shot up with the ace of 
spades and returned a heart. Declar- 
er played low from dummy. East's 
queen won and a heart continuation 
forced out declarer’s lost stopper in 
the suit. 

At double dummy, declarer could 
still make the contract (a low dub to 
tbe six, followed by tbe jack of clubs 
to pm the nine). In practice, howev- 
er, declarer came to hand wjUi a 
diamond and ran the nine of spades. 
Now East's queen of spades came 
into play as the entry to cash two 
good hearts aod defeat the contract. 


PRO BasketbaO in the United 
States took an increasingly inter- 
national turn in 1990, altixmgh 
the National Basketball Assooa- 
tim (NBA) championship was 
another ride tiiroiigfa Detroit. 

In 1989, tbe Detroit . Pistons 
graMed the spotlxgbt that for 
nearly a decade h^ shone cm 
the Los Angeles Lakers and 
Boston Celtics, and in 1990 they 
won again, joining those two 
frandrises as the only ones in 
NBA history to rep e a t as diam- 
pions. 

But the success of that team 
from a dtstinctly American area 
was balanced by important de- 
velo{»2ent5 on tiie inteniational 
ride. 

As 1990 conduded, USA Bas- 
ketball was making plans tO 
name an NBA coad as bead 
coach of tbe 1992 Olympic team, 
wiudi also wifl have ei^t to 10 
NBA players. The NBA itself 
has six East Enn^}ean playeis. 
indudmg Lakers starting ce nt r e 
Vlade EKvac of Yngosfevia. 


The NBA, which has in- 
cieasixi^ ^zread its marketing 
in an internationai direction in 
recent years, also played hs first 
regular-season games ontride 
Nortii America, becoming the 
first major U.S. sports league to 
do so. Pboeirix a^ Utah sphe a 
two-game series in Tokyo . on 
Nov. 3-4. 

But is was tbe Pistons, led by 
hs splendid tbiee-guaid rotation 
of layoff most vahiaUe player 
Isiah Thomas, Joe Dumais and 
Vimrie Johnson, who got tbe 
^ory after a season in wfakfa 
they had to share tbe year's ^ 
basketball beadfines. 

Tbe Lakers, with Mychal 
Thompson and Divac filling m 
for the retired Kareem AMnl- 
Jabbar. appeared poised to do in 
1990 «iiat they did in 1980 and 
four times aftCT that — win tbe 
NBA tide. 

They had the best regular- 
season r eco rd at 63-19, four bet- 
ter than the Pistons and Portlaixi 
Trail Blazers, and rolled to their 


nxntii conseentive Pacific Divi- 
sion title, led by the veteran 
leadership of Magic Jirimson and 
James Worthy. 

Bnt tbe Phoenix Snns, led by 
all-stars Tom Chambers and 
Kevin Johnson and supporting 
players Jeff Hornaoek, Mark 
West- and -Dan Majerie. rolled 
over the Lakers in tbe second 
round of the playoffs, four 
games to one. 

Tbe Sons advanced to the 
Western Conference finals 
where tiiey and the T^afl Blazers 
split their first four games. But 
the Trail Blazers, who had the 
bomecoart advantage, held on 
to win ^jain, 120-114, at Port- 
land, then found a way to win at 
Phoenix. 112-109, to advance to 
tile NBA finals for the first tune 
since wimring tbe cha m p io nship 
in 1977. 

Tbe opposition was the FIs- 
tons, who s wep t Indiana in the 
first round and beat New Yoik 
4-1 before meeting 


enoe with a 55-27 re c o rd, m tiie 
Eastern finals. 

The Bulls’ Michael Jordan led 
the league in scoring for tbe 
fourth strait season, witii a 
-33.6 avenge. But be lost tire 
MVP voting to Magic Jeriunon, 
-who edged out Pfafladdplria^ 
'Charles Baridey, in foe dosest 
race ever, for the tiriid time in 
four years. 

Ionian was magmfioeiit in the 
playoEEs, avenging 36.7 pomts, 
bnt be was unable to overcome 
Detroifs bomecoart advantage, 
as tbe home team won each 
game of tiie seven-game series. 
Detroit won the deeper 93-74 as 
tiie Bulls once again were unaUe 
to solve the P&ons' swarmin g 
defence at the Palace of Auburn 
Hnk. 

Tbe bomecoart advantage 
also appear^ to be Cbe key in 
the finds, wttii the Trail Blmezs 
having won 20 consecutive home 
games against the Pistons smoe 
1971. 




CAM use MUTT CAfTr RUK?f HO, AMIGO, )(l AfT A HOME RUM? 
tEXICAH BASeSAl bsSEKAHIGO? RAM TO FIRST 

VBOWkWl HAPPSH? 


WE 
IM i 

BUTNOrLmL 
HE CAKT ROM! 


MiAT fWPPSfiS^ 
VmEH I PLAVED 
WITH THE 
GIANTS? 



BASE* THE FIRST! 
BASEMAM SAID 

Something i 

DIDN'T LIKE- 



. I WAS RUMMIM6S0 
1 FAST I SWUNG AT 
SECOND 






Andy Capp 







fOSBCASr FOR SATORDAY IlBCEMRffi.3F» IFSfl 

fly Thomas & Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


general TENDENCIES; Ex- 

cfasnCCS Witli & 
ce itain piDp ert y cir anet this is a 
good to oat pnbfenis in 
a logical and mteffigeat mamicf 
md to zenew' within yoonEtf a 
ftestar amoioit of proven ptiad- 


tacts is good for they are upset and. 

■ if[iiv your approval instead of cth 
deal ideas. 

LIBRA: (Sep tem b e r 23 to Oc»ber 
22) Take care you drink big in 
mme fiwneial oiatms so you can 
in f!f M )Be your atandanoe bat Ihict 
some time to enjoy youradf with 


AKIES: (Nbidi 21 to Apc3 19) 
Yon now cm attend to aity trij^a- 
lions and have a good bnneh what 
is best la year deaHngi with ofog* 
catty after vriridi you can be with 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
partner is aady wOtaig to eoBw to a 
new s ^p e ea ie u t witli you dm cm 
make your joist mdertaUngs 

then be 


GEMINI: (May 21 to Jime 21) 
There are a miiuber bosiness mat- 
ten that get yon behind qiridcty 
M r iy hat thca avoid that bhmt 
person or your feeling wO get famt. 

MOON CEBUISEN: (Jane 22 to 
July 22) This is the time for yon ID 
realty plan futur e fan in spare 
moments this morning after wfaidi 
yon can make jrians to please yonr 


LEO: (Jiily 22 to August 21) There 
is a pie t ty dear penon idio hu it 
in Iris or her power to advance yon 
to a new mtpottanoe by a very 
baric attitude on your part now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you ean do to bring a 
lifter respons e from usual con- 


SCORFIO: (Oefober 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) TUs is foe time for you to 
do pretty modi whatever yon widt 

for you have tiie power of the 
ptanets with you bm its best yon 
please your femlty. 
SAGlTTARlDSs (Noveniber 22 to 
December 21) Whatever privaie 
w onies bother you can be setded 
eazty in the day by oaocentxating 
on diem then you can get off to 
visits witii friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Jannaiy 20) Open tp fliat desire 
ft»«t mwiTM so niudi to you to a 
vesy good and yon w3I find 
that be zcqxmds and aaOa yon to 
get what means the most to yon. 

AQOABXOS: (January 21 to Febru- 
.azy 19) The day finds you able to 
oontBct that hriSneotial petaon who 
is aUe to pve yon some valuable 

whidi do work 


PSCE& (Febiuazy 20 to Mardi 
20) Some new azrangements and 
oonditioas can-be most heipful to 
yon aft er wtridi yon are ^le to 
eufey ***** delight in die p***m»te 
Himg s you yeam for. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Horrii 



“Do you realfy think you'll be a 
better kisser if you put your 
lips in curlers overnight?" 



TNATSCRAMBLa WORD 
• by Henri Ariwkland 


TJnscMmHs thsaa taw Jumbtai; 
one Istterio each aquaroytofaini 
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WHERE THE 
9NOBS L/VEP. 


Now amnoe the drried lettsre to 
toon the awprise anewsr, as aug- 
geeted by the rtMve cartoon. 


Antwwhan: IN 


E V Y Y Y “Y Y 

{Anawere tomonoia) 

HEAVY JUICE WEASEL SWIVEL 

What there was in the oourthouee — 

MORE "JAN" THAN UW 



ACROSS 
1 Hckat ends 
6 Certain soldibr 
9 Dhrided 

14 Glamour 
photo 

15 Ban — 

16 Scratch out 

17 Fighting — 

18 Ms Lupino 

19 CoKee 

20 Start of a 
QiurchflY 
quote 

23 Net 

24 Offer 

25 Mora of quote 
28 More of quote 
31 Vaticinalor 

34 Actor SdreWer 

35 ”Lou Gfarri” 
30 Epoch 

37 Demand 
payment 

38 Deface 

40 lnvantof*8 
monogram 

41 Ravine kin 

43 Toddler 

44 Turfs 

45 More of quote 

49 Comic Lew of 
oM 

50 Craggy hill 

51 Bedouins 

54 End of quota 
58 Fur scarf 
80 Pair 
61 Pang 
82 Uncle MlItJe 

63 Emotar 

64 Egret 

65 Huckster 
68 Evil — 

87 Embrace 

DOWN 

1 Whirl 

2 US aalelDte 

3 Join 

4 More 
overgrown 

5 Gba sight 

6 Tory’s opp. 

7 Atoud 

8 ^Its 

9 TtudWa fig 



M neiti RRaarigtf 


10 Gains 

11 Attacks 
vehemently 

12 Sort oh fluff. 

13 Hyson or 
oolong 

21 .lawaharlal 

22 Guide: abbr. 

26 Golfar Sam 

27 Monsters 
2S Charged 

particle 

30 Bern’s river 

31 Actor George 

32 Having jagged 
edges 

33 Annelid 

37 Society 

entrant 

38 Cow call 

39 Petal perfume 

42 Big ape 

43 Traffic 
artery 

44 Hoarded 
48 Numedesl 

suffix 


Ye s t erd ay ’s Paula Solved: 


HUDEi nnnnfi nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnr^n 
nnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnm nnn 
nnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnn 
nnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


47 Comfort 

48 Singer 
Franklin 

52 Donkey 

53 Sailing boat 
85 Adol^cent 


56 Heavy book 

57 Shelter 

58 Govt lending 
org. 

58 tkanaon or 
Koppol 


I 
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'u yearn for ^ 
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Deepening U.S. recession nudges 


Tokyo stocks end year lower, 


manufacturing sector into depression tumbling 38.7 per cent in 1990 

^ m g‘g-rYVT/^^» t W>^T V _ _■ 


WASHINCnON (R) — Ordeis 
for expensive manofacnired 
goods {Ann^d a record 10.5 per 
oenC in November, tfae C^- 
norce Department said Thurs- 
day, showi^ that as the U.S. 
cooiKBxy slides deeper into te- 
ces9oa, nxaimfacturing seems 
dosff to a depressioQ. 

Ihe one^iecccclly severe de- 
rBne in orders for durable goods 
mar*^ a record drop in laim- 
isy dus year, tZie Mg^ since 
TBCoid-lc^iing began in 19S8. 
TE3sspon indtzstiies snffeied 

d« most, bat no U.^ indostxy 
yns Qiaxed, Every manufacture 
ag sector — from defence to 
ooapmexs — had less business 
fa Kove mber d iaa in Octote. 

“bfannfaemring is now in a 


deep recession. It was getting 
worse in the foonh qnariier. 
There is no end in said 

Alien Sinai, chief economist for 
Boston Co. in New York. 

Durable goods. Hems Eke cars 
and refiigeraioa meant to last 
three years or more, are cbe 

badsbOSe of domestic mamriac . 

taring and doady mouitased a$ a 
measure of tbe economy's 
bcahh. 

Faced with an official reoes- 
sioo after e^a yean of growt h , 

the nation's centra! bade, the 
Federal Reserve, has been 
poshing down interest rates 
But in a lepon Thursday, the 
head of tbe joint economic com- 
mittee of Cougtess said the tow- 
er interest rates were merely a 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — FoDowmg are the buying and selling rates for 
ieatSng world cuirendes and gold against dollar at imdsesaon 
oo the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Steriii^ 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.897S/8S 

1.1602/12 

1.5180/90 

1.7140/50 

1.2950/65 

31.35/40 

5.1600/700 

1144/1146 

135.65/75 

5.6S75/975 

5.9475/575 

S.88S0/650 

385.00/385.50 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutsefaemarks 
Dutdi guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

SYDNEY ~ Hopes for a year-end rally evaporated as fond 
managers deserted Australian shares ahead of the new year 
f miA. The AJ! Qrdinarie%frniriMd the last session of 1990 down 

0.9 ’^omes at<-l'^79.8.- ' - — - .f ^ V->. 

BOH^kC^G^ The Sengisdegc sagged 12.98poui O to‘ 9 ; 0S3.73 
FBABKFDRT— > Uncertainties sunounding the Gulf and Soviet 
Unka weighed on prices of German shares which ended a volatile 
year m a weak note. The DAX index fell 12.64 points to 
1398.23. 

ZURICH — la light trade, Swiss shares dosed norrowly fnhri»d 
The index rose 1.7 points to 90S.3. 

PARIS — > Afternoon buying by institntional investors lifted 
French shares above the day's lows but prices still dosed weaker 
over the day. The CAC-40 index dosed 10.97 points, or 0.72 per 
cent, down at 1317.93. 

LWDON — Shares drifted lower in late trade but volumes were 
very d un wifti many traders absent on holiday. By 1602 GMT the 
FTSE index was down 7.0 at 2,1^-S. 

NEVT YORK — > U.S. stocks were under lig^t pressure in quiet 
trade. The Dow Jones indostria! average was off about three to 
2,633, 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 


A fully well furnished apartment (200 m®) with 3 b^rootro. 3 
bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen ... etc, large sitting-dining 
area. 

Ijocation: Sweifteh, near the commercial centre area. 

If Interested please call: 826772 after 3 pjn. 



Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 


ir TURNER HOOCH 

Show: 3:30, 6:45, 10:30 

STEALING HOME 


Show: 8:30, S:1S 


Cinema 


Tel: 67557: 


NUOUM 






Show;' 12:30. 3:30. 6:30. 8:». 10:30 
Ridqr a Sandqr am Aow K ibOO 


begmnmg and mnst fell funber 
to combat tbe cooooooc sfimp 
cfifeoivcly. 

Tbe plummeong orders in 
November surprised Wail Street 
coonomists, mme of whom had 
anticipated such a severe drop. 

The decline was more tbu 
triple the 3.1 per cent loss eoo- 
ixxnists had forecasL 

By con^iaruon, orders rose 
3.6 per cent in Ocnrf>er. 

Some umque facton did affect 
tbe November report, pameu- 
lariy a 27.4 per cent skid m 
tran s port orders that reflected 
sharp piodnction cutbacks in the 
dual three months of this year. 
Traoqjon orders rose 14.1 per 
cent in October. 

And new aircraft orders were 
down 38.8 per cent from Octo- 
ber, vriien leadii^ manufacouer 
Boeing Go. received a flood of 
mnlti-binion dcrilar orders. 

But eveu excluding cranspon 
Hems, durable goods orders fell 
3.5 pn cent last month after 
decBiring 0.2 per cent in Octo- 
ber. 


"It seems we are devdoping 
all the classic signs of reoessioc 
— weakness at the consumer 
kvcl, weakness at (be produc- 
tkm kvcl and sigm that the two 
arc starting to influence ooc 


senior econo mic at Nortbern 
Trust Co. in Chicago. 

'S^tal consumer buying power 
was sapped in November, when 
200,000 were lost in mann- 


buying fuck two>ihirds of tbe 
□aiioo's ecoBomic growth. 

The total value of new orders 
last mouth was tbe lowesi in 1V2 
years at S1X5.9 billion. 

Given tbe surprisingly severe 
order drop. Sia^ said be was 
mising downwards his predic- 
tion for the nation’s gross 
national prodoa (GNP), 

He had expected the GNP to 
contract for the final quarter of 
the year at an rate of 

three to four per oesL But now, 
be said, **&ve per cent is not out 
of bounds, tbe way the economy 
is sliding.” 


TOKYO (R) — In a grim remia* 
der of one of the Tck>o stock 
market’s worst years e^iVT, share 
pnees ended 1^0 the way they 
began — lower. 

Friday's fall the toml 

decline in tbe key Nikkei s»ck 
average over the year to nearly 
40 per cent. 

"The realisatiog that this year 
was a bad one all came out b tbe 
end,” /aid Masabiko Tsu^TiEalu. 
a trader at Tadribana Senses 
Co. Ltd. 

The Nikkei stock average fell 
91 .99 p(^is, or G.36 per cent, to 
33.848.71 at midday Friday, the 
end of die Us: sc^oe ix cbe 
year. 

Tbe market will reopen for 
another half-day sessios Jan. 4 
before normal tiadmg resizses 
Jan. 7. 

It was cbe firs: hire the Nikkei 
failed to end die year higher 
since 1986, and cbe decline bet- 
rayed brokers' fragile hopes that 
the 2 ver^ would dose above 


24.000 points lo provide a. 
psycboic^cal boost for next 
year. 

"When people saw the Nikkei 
wasn’t going to close above 
24,000, they sold,*’- Tadubana's 
Tsuyozak) said. 

Friday’s decline brought tbe 
Nikkei's total fall for 1990 to 
15,067.16 points, Of 38.7 per 
cent. That was tbe Inggest yearly 
percentage drop since World 
War II, said Kunio Urakami, a 
senior adviser at Nikko Seem- 
ities Investment Trust and Man- 
agement Co. Ltd. 

"There aren't any bri^ fac- 
tors in 1991 either,” be said. 

Tbe market has suffered from 
faigb interest rates, sluggish 
cmporaie profit growth, high on 
prices in a country that imports 
virtually all its od, jitrers over 
tbe Gulf crisis, and ocmeem over 
polities in the Soviet Unioo. 

Friday's close oontiasis sharp- 
ly with 2!^, when tbe Nikkei 
finisbed at a record 38,915.87, 


up 29 per cent on the year. 

While the immediate eooDO> 
mic impact of the year’s down- 
ward stock price spiral appears 
CO have bon sli^i, the fails 
have tarnished the ixrmge of a 
market which some 
could only go up. 

’'The crash/cnunble of 1990 
nmked tbe end of an era. in- 
deed the end of a whole invest- 
ment culture,” analyst Peter 
Tasker at Klcinwort Benson In- 
cemackmal Inc. said in a report. 

Thai culture centred aioond 
fringe speculator groups, 
"cfaum-and-bnrn” tokkin fspe- 
cial money trusts) accounts, 
gullible individuals, booming in- 
vestment trusts that oonsisxently 
underperformed and wanan! in- 
vestors, be said. 

"Putting humpty-dumpty 
together again will prove a long 
and arduous praoess,” Tasker 
said in his report. 

Now Tokyo’s often supersti- 
tious brokers axe amdously wait- 


Kuwaitis Honduras 


give China 
new loan 

BEUING (R) — Kuwait has 
offered China a loan of 8,7 
miBioo Kuwaiti dmar (S30 mil- 
lion) to finance otmstructiaa of 
an alumxnmm fo3 plant, the 
miniscry of foreign economic re- 
lations and trade (MOFERT) 
said Friday. 

The soft loan was de nomin- 
ated in Kuwaid dmar and woold 
be paid in a cnrrency of Kuwait's 
choice, a qmkestnan for tbe 
MOFERT loans adnrinistratKHi 
bureau said. 

The agreemenc was signed 
*rhursday during a visit by 
Kuwaiti Emir Jabm A1 Ahmad 
A1 Sabah. 

The plant would be put out to 
mtecnaTional tender for cedinol- 
'ogy and equipment and paid fcK 
hy Kuwait. It will produce 6,000 
tonnes of alumininm and 
6j000 tonnes of ahuninium foil 


to Start fuel 
saving plan 
next month 

TEGUaCALPA (R) — Hon- 
duras win enact emergency fuel- 
saving measures to offset tbe 
impaci of possible wax in tbe 
Gulf and a new round of soaring 
oil prices. President Rafael Chl- 
kjas said Ihursday. 

"I have given instructions to 
the economy ministxy that from 
Jan. 1 they put into practice an 
emergency plan anticipating 
confitoi in tbe... Gulf," C^jas 


Gorbachev’s economic adviser 
favours dual currency system 


mg to see how the market fares 
when it reopens Jan. 4. Traadi- 
lional wisdran holds tha! the 
first day goes, so goes the .’’es: of 
the year. 

But few brokers or ievesters 

are overiy opdsustic about 1991. 

"Today is a his: aboct next 
year. Tbe market will move in a 
narrow range,” said trader Tcra- 
Aobu Svgai at Lehman Brothers 
Japan lid, adding dsa: fee Nik- 
kei is likely to end 1991 around 

where it is now. 

An investor poll earned re- 
cently in a local stock paper 
forecast a 1991 high for the 
Nikkei of 28,000 to 30,000 points 
and a low of 21.000 re 22,000. 

In the 12-year criesral astrolo- 
gical caiend^, 1990 was fee year 
of fee horse, tbe year that ended 
fee longest bull ran in post-war 
history. Next year will be the 
year of the sheep. 

"The sheep is qihet. so fee 
market should be quiet toe." an 
analyst said. 

Brazilian 

inflation 


; .1^. pvQmd^.Cbma «Hh 

loans amountix^ to K.6 milliDn 
(finals ($300 million) since IS^, 
MOFERT said. 


He told reporters the plan 
would radically cat foci con- 
sumption. 

In October Honduras, one of 
the Western hemisphere's 
poorest nations, was forced to 
raise fuel prices by an average 
112 per cent. 

Cidlejas said if war broke out 
oil prices could dimb to S80 to 
SIOQ a barrel. 

"We wouldn't have the cap^ 
Hy to buy petrol,*' be said, 
adding that would virtually 
paralyse tbe economy. 


MOSCOW iR) — .President 
Mikhail Goibarfeev's perao=a! 
economic adviser said Thursday 
he favoured tbe crestion of z 
convertible Sovie: rcuNe to co- 
exist with the piesc::: no.':- 
convertibie currency. 

Nikolai Petrakov to'd the 
new^Mper Trud cha: exseme 
measures were required to re- 
vive the Soviet eocnomy. 

“We must down re tbe 
task of improvisg fee eccsxmry, 
above afi moaesary irrorm,'’ be 
said. 

He said the oou.nu> should 
introduce a paraUc! rouble which 
could be fmty exchanged for 
foreign ennendes aod used re 
buy various goods. 

Supplies of tbe new “hard 
rouble” would be striedy 
and depend on available goods 
and foreign currency reserves. 
"Therefore initially, fee new 
money would be issued in a very 
limited quantity,” Petrakov said. 

Tbe Soviet rouble has become 
tneteasin^y winthless as eam- 
ings have outstripped productiv- 
ity. The amount of paper money 
in circulatioQ not backed by 
commodities has risen steadily. 

Inflatiott has eroded its value 


and many goods and services are 
only a^'ailable for Western cur- 


In a flourishing barter eco- 
nomy, food supplies to cities 
have been disrt^ited as farmers 
exchange grain for cement and 
other goods. Packets of Western 
cigareoes are frequently used as 
an ahemaxive ouireocy. 

Petrakov said peofrie should 
receive a pan of their salaries or 
pensions in hard roubles and tbe 
amount would increase gradual- 
ly in line wife fee avatlalnlity of 
goods. 

"Of course, distribuuoa of 
essential goods wotUd be oon- 
srolled by tbe state and prices for 
them in fee old mooey would 
remain tbe same,” be said. 

He said many goods would 
have two prices. “For example, 
a smaU car might cost 6,000 new 
roubles or, let us say, 30,000 to 
40,000 old roubles (fee present 
black market price).” 

Tbe rouble has three pub- 
lished exchange rates: The offi- 
cial rare of about 0.55 to fee 
dollar, fee oommerdal rate 1.66 
to fee dollar and tourist rate of 


5.5 to fee dollar. But on tbe 
Mack market fee dollar sells for 
20 roubles or more. 

"Introduction of a hard rouble 
would give a powerful push to 
eooDOQK recovery. It would be a 
stxmulns for boosting production 
and earning, money — yon will 
be able to buy somefeixig wife 
it,” Petrakov said. 

He also praised the Imeraa- 
donal Monetary Fund (IMF) for 
a study on the Soviet economy 
and said economic recovery 
would be very difficult without 
foreign help. 

Tbe IMF and other muJtilarer- 
al aid agencies, in a report for 
tbe Group of Seven leading in- 
dustrial nations, recommended 
an acceleration in market- 
oriented reforms including 
moves to make the rouble oon- 
vertiUe. 

"I think feat, having got to 
know our projects, fee IMF 
would grant us fee necessary 
hard currency means to intro- 
duce a hard rouble,” Petrakov 
said. 

He did not say bow much help 
was required. 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Brazilian consumer prices 
surged 1,795 per cent in 199G, 
outpacing last year's rate of 
1,765 per cent, fee government 
hu reported. 

The acceleration occuned de- 
^te President Fernando CcUor 
de Mello's pledge to halt isfla- 
tico within a year of taking office 
in March. He introduced tou^ 
anti-infiaccD measores that have 
thrown fee economy into a re- 
cession. 

Just before GoUor assumed his 
post, Brazil experienced its 
worst inflarion in history, wife 
prices rising more than fSQ per 
cent a month. 

In December, prices were up 
18.3 per cent, fee highest month- 
ly increase since CoUor reok 
office. Prices rose 15.6 per cent 
in November. 

Faced wife mounting critic- 
ism, CoUor has defended his 
ecoDomic programme, arguing 
feat be has managed re bring 
down monthly inflation. 






Granada reports 27 % fall in profit 


On the occasion of 
Christmas and New 
Year 




you are cordially invited to behold Distir^g wished 
Assortments available in all sections, which arrived 
specially for this occasion. 

Let your choice be priLileged 




Five Roors Paradise 

Jabal Amman - 3rd Circle - opposite Tower Bldg. 

Tel: 640065 


LO.N'DON (R) — Granada 
Group PLC, I he British televi- 
sion und leisure company which 
{ produced such classic series as 
I Brideshead Revisited and still 
: makes the long-running soap 
‘ opera Coronation Street, has 
said its profits had been hard hit 
; by Britain's current economic 
j dowTJiarn. 

j It reponed a 27 per cent de- 
I dine in annual pre-tax profits to- 
£12! million million). Tur- 
nover was also down to £1.39 
billion (S2.7 billion) in the year 
ended Sept. 29 from £1.64 bil- 
lion fS3.2 billion) in the previous 
12 months. 

Granada said the recession in 
fee advertising industry had 
squeezed margins at its subsidi- 


.ir>. Granada Telt-\ i*-!! >n. ■.xhicM 
this month K celchrjtinc 
years of making iCoronatiOD 
Street. 

Profits were also affected by 
internal difficulties in its compu- 
ter services dirisiem and market 
problems in overseas television 
rental. 

“Despite the difficult condi- 


tions, most of our businesses 
performed well in relation to 
their competitors.” group chair- 
man Alex Bernstein said. 

But he added: “It is clear that 
1991 vrill be a year of contiriued 
economic difficulties and a cau- 
tious approach to investtr.er.t 
and tight control of cash remains 
necessary." 


Cinemn 


BE 


Tel: 


RAINBOW 


LETHAL WEAPON 




ALCAZAR HOTEL 

NEW YEAR SPECIAL 

(2) NIGHTS W/SKrST 
GALA DINNER (31 st) ALL FOR 

DISCO PARTY 25 J.D, 

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY PER 

VA.T. INCLUDED PERSON 

S« ADD 4 J.D. 


kow: 3:30. ae30, 8:30 pA 


Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Sylvester StEHona 

LOCKUP 




HAND-WOVEN CARPETS 
FOR SALE 

2 Persian silk carpets 105 cm x 155 cm and 2 wool 
carpets 105 cm x 160 cm and 110 cm x ISO cm. 

Phone 813474 from 8 - 12 am and 4-8 pm. 

PENTHOUSE (ROOF) FOR RENT 

300 sq.m, of luxury living. Quiet and sale location close to 5th Circle, 
magnificent view from terrace. Four carpeted Oedroorr.s ore master, 
targe Amefican Vutchen end laundry room, maid room, tr.ree mare'e 
baths, Lq living and fanxiy roorrts. rnarble floors, wail paper throughout. 
TV 27”, Video, microwsve, telephm, American fumi^ire vr.T. cr w.uxui 
(Rabia District) owner Pving in U.S. here till 30/12/ 1950. Reascracie 1z: 
quafified tenant 

PfMM call owner 10 am to 10 pm at 077739 or 786019. 


FULL HOUSE FURNITURE AND CAR 

FOR SALE 

1 ) Excellent condition (salon - dining - living and bedroerrs) a.rc 
all electrical equipment etc... 

2) Toyota Cressida GL 1987 model, automatic transmission and 
full features. 

Contact Tal: 681351, 812050 





■■■■ 






; j 




: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. liojol 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


AL BURJ ESTABLISHMENT 
FOR SERVICES 

TEL. 899211 


The Furful Road 


(Arabic) 


Stow: 12aOL 3:15, S:15. 7:15, 9-.4S p.m. - 



Cleaning nrwqiiette, carpets, curtans, sofas and 

windows. Wawhg tiles and sofas. 

Transporting, disconnectii^, connecting and 
wrapping fnmitiire when moving. 

Also maintenance of boilers, telephones, water 

and sewerage pipes and electric appliances. 
Also we do painting works and deliver diesel 

and water to houses. 


3 bedrooms, hall, dining room. 3 bathrooms, separate 
central heating and garage. 

In a very good and beautiful site in Tia'a Ai-A(i. near Ai 
(wardens Street. 

Call Tel. 691 SS 2 , 691868 


Offer for one week only 
A FAMOUS NAME IN WORLD 
OF SERVICES 

The Arab World for Maintenance 
& General Services 

Cteanir^ services included: JO 0.250 per meter 
Muket : JO 4.000 for each 

Carpet ; JO 15.000 per set ol 7 

So^ : JO 2.000 for each 

Curtains : 

Maintenance services incl. wall & furniture painting, electric 
wiring, upholsienng, central heating, sets maintenance, furniture 
taking off, trans. & installatkvi. 

Special rates for Embassies. Companies and subscriphon. 
Note: Special shampoo anti-moisture and anti-decay. 

Jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Tel: 612702 

Special offer for Embassies, Companies and Contracts. 
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Shekhar, Sikh leader to discuss Punjab 


India moves soldiers 


into Kashmir capital 


SRINAGAR (R) — Several 
hundred Indian soldien were 
sent into the streets of Szinapr 
Friday and a curfew was im- 
posed to bait demonstraiioii& 
called by Kashmiri militants 
fighting to be rid of Indian ruk. 

OfSdaJs said similar round- 
the-clock curfews were iizqxxed 
on most other towns in the Kash- 
mir VaDey, the centre of a year- 
old rebellim against India. 

The streets of Srinagar, sum- 
mer capital of India's only 
Muslim-majority state, were de- 
serted and police reported Ktde 
trouble, saying heavy morning 
rain helped the security forces. 

They reported only one death, 
that of a young sn^rected mili- 
tant shot wfaDe fleeing house-to- 
house searches by soldiers and 
paramilitsiy poiioe. Police said 
an AK-47 assault rifle was found 
near bis body. 

Tbe curfew was imposed Fri-- 
day morning after two outlawed 
tnflitan t groups called on people 
to t^e to tbe streets in protest 
against what they alleg^ was 
torture of prisouers by security 
forces. 

Allegations of torture and 
arlritiazy killings of su^MCts la- 
ter reported as deaths during 
encounters with militants are rife 
in tbe Kashmir VaUey. 

The valley's hereditary chief 
priest, Nfirwaiz Omar Farooq, 


telephoned a statement of pro 
test to Srinagar repo r ter s conde- 
mning the curfew, which pre- 
vented Muslims praying on the 
Islamic bo^ day. 

About 2,000 people have been 
killed in the uprising this year in 
a campaign that has virtually 
halted tbe economy of the val- 
ley, winch is largely dependent 
on tourism. 

Meanwhile, Chandra 
Shekhar, India's prime minister 
for just seven weeks, scheduled 
talks with powerful SDch leader 
Simranjit Mann Friday in 
h<^)es of finrfog a way to end a 
decadc-oid separatist campaign 
in Punjab. 

The talks, the first between au 
Indian leader and a single Sikh 
representative in more than five 
years, were set for Friday even- 
ing, Mann spokesman Manin- 
deijit Singh told Reuters. 

He said Mann had finally re- 
ceived a letter from Shekhar 
inviting him for talks. Mann had 
refused to meet the Indian lead- 
er without an official invitation. 

Stn^ said Mann’s mandate 
from fellow Sikh leaders was* 
“self-determination" for the 
Sikhs, vrix) are a majority in Jhe 
rich agricultural northern smie 
where militants are waging a 
campaign for an independent 
honKland they call niahstan 
(land of the pure). 


Self-determination could 
mean either independenoe or 
greater autonomy and Mann 
wanted a referendum in Punjab 
on the issue, Singh said. 

Both sides were uncertain al> 
out what mi^t come out of die 
the talks. “We’re all guessing," 
said Singh. OfiBdal spokesmen 
had no comment. 

There was little optimism in 
tbe press. 

“There have been so many 
&lse starts during efforts to solve 
the Punjab problem that few 
people will entertain any high 
hopes about the proposed 
talk," The Statesman newspap- 
er said in an editorial. 

Mann, a former senior police- 
man. and Shekhar are to meet at 
tbe end of one of tbe bloodiest 
years in Punjab, where police 
have reported more than 3,800 
cieatlis in the militant campaign, 
more than double the official toll 
for last year. 

The only serious note of 
t^jtzmism came from The Tri- 
Ixtoe newspaper, based in the 
Punjab capit^ Chandigaih. 

*^at sudt a meeting is taking 
place at all is a phenomenal 
achievement indicating a qual- 
itative improvement in the situa- 
tion," it said in an editorial. 

Tte talks were made possible 

a meeting of all factions of the 
Sikh Akali Dal Party Wednes- 



day that enqxvwered Mann to 
hold talks with Shekhar. 

Their use of tbe phrase “self- 
determination** ratfam than mde- 
pendcDoe lent some hopes that 
there was r oom for n^o tiat ion. 

“If there is a glimmer of b^, 
it is the fact that tbe concept of a 
solution within a oo ustituti onal 
frameworic has evidently been 
accepted." said tiie Times of 
India. 

Mann became tbe most 
powerful Sikh voice in Novem- 
ber, 1989, when his suppo r te rs 
won nine out of Punjab’s 13 
pariiamentary seats m geoexal 
elections. 

He won his own seas f rom a 
jaD oeD, where he had been 
confined for more than five 
years without charges, accused 
of helping plan tbe assassination 
of lomraGandln. 

Maim is widely regard^ as 
dose to tile militant leadenlixp, 
which has created new chaas in 
Punjab in recent weeks by insist- 
ing all government work be done 
in Punjabi rather than Hindi <x 
English. 


Gorbachev risks losing control — Lithuanian premier 


SYDNEY (R) — The prime 
minister of Lithuania said Friday 
that embattled Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev might need 
the ejcpanded powers given him 
by parliament but that he was <» 
a dangerous course and risked 
losing control. 

Karimiera Pninsldene, whose 
government is seeking independ- 
ence for tbe Baltic state, also 
warned that those additional 
powers should not be used 
against the Soviet Union's res- 
tive republics. 

“Gorbachev has to man- 
oeuvre and take into account the 
balance of power internally," 
she told reporters. 


But she added: “This is a 
dangerous process which even 
for Gorbachev is difficult to con- 
trol...these additional powers 
may not be used in dealing with 
the republics." 

Uie Soviet Congress of Peo- 
ple's Deputies this week gave 
Gorbachev additional powers 
that would allow him to rule by 
decree if necessary. 

Prunskiene made her remarks 
after meeting Rrime Minister 
Bob Hawke at Kiiribilli House, 
the Australian leader’s Sydney 
residence. 

She said she gained his sup- 
port for a Lithuanian infonna- 
tioQ office in Canberra as well as 


trade offices in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne and was optimistic that 
Australia would one day recipro- 
cate. 

She did not obtain full di- 
plomatic recognition for 
Lithuania, a goal that she ack- 
nowledged to be a distani one. 

The prime minister also said 
tbe West should make aid to the 
Soviet Union conditional to en- 
courage Gorbachev to press 
ahead with democratic reforms. 

“To help Gorbachev political- 
ly we need appropriate pressures 
with conditions. Help should be 
associated with a definite (re- 
foroi) process." 

Prunskiene, who arrived in 


Australia Monday after a visit to 
Japan, said she hoped the Soviet 
Union would not try to receo- 
tralise power. 

But she added that whatever 
Moscow did Lithuania would 
continue on its path to restore 
the independence it enjoyed be- 
tween 1918 and 1940 when it was 
absorbed into the Soviet Union. 

’*We are not part of that sys- 
tem," she said. 

She also met opposition leader 
John Hewson and Piimazy In- 
dustries Minister John Kerin 
who said there was potential for 
trade but Lithuania had to claz^ 
ify its relationsh^ with Moscow 
first. 


China reportedly continues military 


aid to Khmer Rouge despite denial 


ARANYAPRATHET, Thai- 
land (AP) — Qnna still supplies 
military aid to Cambodia’s 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas deqnte 
hs daim to have halted ship- 
ments months ago. Western in- 
teifigence and offier sources say. 

“The Khmer Rouge are front- 
loading trucks and trucks of uew 
Chinese ammunition,” said one 
Western intelligence official who 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity. “There is a recent increase in 
C^nese supplies to the Khmer 
Rouge.” 

Other sources at this Thai 
border town and elsewhere 
along tbe Cambodian frontier 
said this week that the Chinese 
were preparing fresh deliveries 
of ammunition in anticipation of 
a government offensive against 
the guemllas. 

China is tbe main backer of 
the Communist Khmer Rouge 
and two other guerrilla groups 
fighting tbe government Viet- 
nam installed in Phnom Penh 
after invading tbe country in late 
1978. The Khmer Rouge, which 
was ousted from power by the 
invasion, £s the strongest guerril- 
la army. 

China said it had stopped 
military assistance after the five 
permanent members of the Un- 


ited Nations Security GounciJ, 
including China, adopted a 
peace plan for Cambodia in late. 
August. 

“Since tbe five member coun- 
tries of the Security Council 
adopted tbe five documents on 
Cambodia. China has not pro- 
vided any military assistance,, 
including weapons, to the 
Cambodian resi^ance," China’s 
Foreign Ministry spokesman, Li 
2iaoxing, said last month. 

Tbe guerrillas have supported 
the U.N. plan, which calls for 
significant U.N. involvement in 
the country’s administration af- 
ter a truce, and the holding of 
U.N. supervised elections. But 
the Vietnamese-installed gov- 
ernment has rejected key ele- 
ments of the plan. 

With peace talks stalled, fight- 
ing has intensi&ed in western 
Cambodia in the past month and 
government forces are preparing 
a major offensive in the 
approaching dry season. West- 
ern intelligence and guerrilla 
sources say. 

They say the government is 
supponed by Vietnamese troops 
vriw have secretly returned to 
Cambodia disguised as Cambo- 
dian government soldiers. 

Vietnam says it withdrew all 


in 


troops from Cambodia 
September 19S9. But Western 
intelligence sources in Bangkok 
say tlwy believe there are 4,000 
to 9,000 Vietnamese military 
personnel in the country. 

They say Vietnam has sup- 
plied large amounts of ammuni- 
tion to tbe government in recent 
months. 


Analysts say a halt of Chinese 
aid would cripple the two non- 
Communist guerrilla factions, 
the Khmer People's National Li- 
beration Front and the forces of 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk. But 
it would have little effect on the 
Khmer Rouge, which has stock- 
piled enou^ weapons to last 
them for years, they said. 

They said the IChmer Rouge 
also has large cash reserves to 
buy arms on Che black market in 
case of an international cutoff. 

The radical group was re- 
sponsible for the deaths of hun- 
dreds of thousands of Cambo- 
dians during its 3V^-year rule 
after .April 1975. 


Kaifu to 


reshuffle 


cabinet 


today 


"If the Phnom Penh go^em- 
ment chooses to fight it out whh 
the Khmer Rouge, they are 
malting a big mist^e." said one 
inteUigence analyst in Bangkok. 


Surinam president resigns after coup 


1 


PARAMARIBO (R) — Suri- 
nam’s {Resident form^y offered 
his resignatioa Thursday 
three days after tbe army staged 
a bloodless coup. 

The reagnatiou of PresideDt 
Ramsewak Shankar and bis gov- 
enzment was aonoaiioed by 
President Henck Axron in a 
d rama tic statement before par- 
liament in tbe former Dutdi 
colony on Che northeast corner 
of South America. 

Shankar had decided to st^ 
down “because of recent poHtic- 
al developments arxi the realities 
of our society," Airon said. 

The presidmt of the National 
Assembly, Jaggernatfa Lacb- 
mon, said he was invitixig Shank- 
ar to stay in office until a care- 
taker administration COuId be 
formed to prepare new elecp 
tions. 

Under Surinam's oonstitution 
the president and his deputy are 
elected by the 51-membc^ pazlia- 
meixt. 

Members of parliament 
appeared not to be surprised by 
tte resignation and sat in silence 
as Shankar's statement was read. 

Surinam’s miiitary spang a 


surprise coiqt on Christmas Eve 
whixmt a shot being fired in 
anger after militaxy strongman 
Colonel Desi Bootezse res- 
'igned as aimed forces chief. 

Bonterse, a former track star, 
had headed a previous military 
regime but made way for civilian 
rule in 1988. He is widely seen as 
the driving force bel^d tbe 
army’s latest grab for {xmer, a 
nation of 400,000 peo{^ which' 
gamed mdependeooe from the 
Netherlands in 1975. 


“A spokesman for the militazy 
said today that they (tbe army) 
would respect the constitution," 
said Nicholas Jessenin, a mem- 
ber of pariiament. 

* "But it is imder great pressure 
from tbe military that the gov- 
enunent has resigned, and par- 
liament remains under {iress- 
ore,” be told Reuters after par- 
fiainent ended its session. 


kfonday's cm^ was annoonood 
on Surinam television by acting 
armed forces Commander Ivan 
Granoogst, who telephoned 
Shankar to tell tbe army was 
lakiDg power. 

Tbe peaceful nature of the 
takeover has prompted local 
commeniaton to call it “the 
telephone coup." Life has con- 
tinued as normal in the capital, 
where no soldiers are seen on 
the streets and there is no cur^ 
few. 


Earlier Thursday Granoogst 
told a news conference that a 
new caretaker government could 
be in oLice by tbe weekend. 

Diplomats said the military 
was pressiDg for pariiament to 
appoint Jules Wijdenbosdi, a 
former foreign minister and 
leader of proaimy party whh a 
small followii^, to a permanent 
poslion is new caretaker 
go v er n ment. 


But behind the scenes, a fierce 
power struggle is being played 
out as the anny tries to gjve tbe 
coup a semblaiace of l^ality. 


Anny leaders say they want 
fresh elections wiffiin 100 days. 

“It's a very bizaite coup," a 
diplomat said. Kc added, “pir- 
liament is in a very difficclt 
position. It ‘is sacrificing some 
democracy in order to avoid a 
real coup with bfoodsfaed taking 
place.' 
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TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime 
hfimster TosUki Kaifh agreed 
with nilmg party leaders tiiat he 
win reshuffle his calRDCt Satur- 
day in an a tyarent move to 
stzengthen his standing. 

**We have solved many pend- 
ing issnes, so we agreed to do 
tte (resfa^e).” I^io Ozawa, 
secretary-general of tiie liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), told a 
news con fe rence after meeting 
Kaifh Friday. 

The issues Ozawa referred to 
were the govepoment budget, to 
be fonnaOy annouiiced Satur- 
day, and the adoption of a party 
pla t fo n n to r efo r m Japan’s un- 
wieldiy electoral syste^ 

Parfiaxnentaiy sonrees said the 
r es huffi e did not signal any ma- 
jor changes in Kaifh’s domestic 
or foreign policy, althou^ he 
may appoint a new foreign 
mnnster. 

Finance Minister Ryutaxo 
Hashimoto is expected to be 
retained because te has Tcspoa- 
ability for next year’s bix^et. 

Government legislation for 
tbe expected 7035 trillion yen 
(SS2 b^on) budget for tiie year 
starting in April will be sntRnh- 
ted to paifiainent in January. 

Kaifh is likely to move Justice 
Mintster Soroka Kajiyxma, vdio 
came under attack both at home 
and abroad for racial remarks. 

Kajiyama. during a recent 
tour of Toko’s seetfy Ktfojnkn 
dotrict, said blades and prosti- 
tutes destroyed good neighbour- 
hoods. 

Kaifh has been reluctant to 
replace members of his cabinet, 
saying he feced major foreign 
atxl domestic issues. 

But LDP bosses, eager to give 
posts to tiieir subordinates, had 
been piessmg for a reshuffle 
before (he end of the year, the 
parHamemaiy sources said. 


The prime minister's popular- 
ity has fidlen fran ntifftiunmer 
partly because of an in- 
ability to push thro Hgb policy 
proposals on the Gulf crisis. 

Kaifh’s poil rating now stand 
at about 45 per cent, down from 
about 63 per cent in July. 

WifiKmt strong public sup p ort 
l^ifu. who n»e to power frm a 
tizy faction wftfain the LDP. 
lacks the power to manoeuvre 
agansst pa^ bosses such as for- 
mer Premier Nc^ioru Takeshita 
and former Fltumoe Nfistster 
MicZiio Watanabe. 


China 


removes 


minister 


of police 


PEKING (R) — Qmiese Pre- 
mier Li Feng removed his minis- 
ter for public security Friday and 
diplomats said his departure 
seemed linked with die fmure of 
police to control student protests 
and catdt political fugitives last 
year. 

Wang Fang- TO, had also 
failed to stop a rising wave of 
crime wfaidi has led to thousands 
(^executions. 

Tbe official New China News 
Agency said Wang was replaced 

by SS-yearoid Tao Sju, a vice 

nunister of pnbiic secoxi^ who 
joined tiie Communist Party at 
tile age of 14. 


. Wang Submitted tus lerigna- 
tion a^ Premier li {Roposed 


the dianges to tbe standing com- 
mittee of China’s parfi^ent 
wind] ai^Roved tiiem, tiie ageiir 
cy said. It gave no reasons. 

Diplomats said Wang had 
effectively been out of office 
since last Mardi because of iO 
health and political reasons. 

*11% maitt cause of his dismis- 
sal seemed to be tiie inability of 
bis forces to stop ^ves of stu- 
dents marching from their cam- 
puses to Tiananmen Square in 
April of last year. 


“Hie did not cover himself 
vntfa giozy. In the interests of 
stabili^ ttey waited a sriiile be- 
fore d«mi«ing hini," a Western 
dqilomat said. 

But, dtplomats added, it was 
the obvious ^Ih in die party 
leadership wUdi allowed the 
protests to gather momentum. 

Even after the anny ciusbed 
the demonstrations in June, 
1989, promment dissidents and 
student leaders sudi as Chai 
Ling and Wnerkabd evaded 
security fmoes and fled tiie coun- 
tzy to form opposition groups in 
ei^.“This was severely embar- 
xassing.c another tfiplonut said. 

Wanflfs dtanksal foDows the 
saddng last Fdirnaiy of the four 
top leaders of the poweifril Peo- 
ple’s Armed PoEce, a separate 
force from tbe Public Security 
Kfinistzy. 

Wang, who took office in 
1987, was generally regarded as 
a hardliiier. But be also had 
dost ties to 23iao Ziyang, tbe 
reformist party leader who was 
removed after the 1989 cradt- 
down. • 


IrA ends Christmas truce; 

leader m^es peace steps 


DUBLIN (R) — As the IRA 
ended a Christmas tuoe, tbe 
leader of its political wing called 
oo Britain and Ireland to take 
the next step towards peace in 

Northern Ireland. 

Just 20 minutes after a short- 
lived ceasefire ei^urod Thurs- 
day, the Irish R^^lican Army 
(I]^) resumed its guerrilla ca^ 
paign with a gun a ttad c on Brit- 
ish soldiers at a border diedc- 
poinL Nobody was hurt. 

Then two policemen were 
were slightly injured by a bomb 
thrown at a Belfast police sta- 
tion. 

Irish Prime Minister Charles 
Haughey and Britain’s Northero 
Ireland bfinister Peter Brooke 
had both wannly welcomed the 
IRA’s three-day truce, the first it 
had declared {Miblidy since 1974^ 
as a possible glimmer of hope for 
the future. 


Gary Adams, presideat of 
the IRA’s political wing, con- 
ceded in a statement released 
Thursday that Brooke and 
Hau^iey had responded in a 
“positive’’ way to tiie ceasefire. 

He called them “main play- 
ers" in a conflict that has taken 
almost 3,000 lives in 21 years and 
said: can move the situa- 

tion on and have tbe real re^xm- 
siUlity to do .so.” 

“There is an ui^gent need to 
develop an agenda uinch will 
bring abont a total dmUitarisa- 
tion and oriier in an era of 
lasting peace," be added. 

But moderate nationalist lead- 
exs in Northern Irelaiid were 
bitterly disappointed by the 
quick 'resumption of IRA 
attadis. The last (rffidal cease- 
ffie 16 years ago lasted eight 
months, ending only when talks 
fruled to get off tbe ground. 


19 kiDed in continued 
Sri Lankan fighting 


COLOMBO (AP) — Tamil Ti- 
ger rebels ambushed soldiers 
dealing land Frulay in 

eastern Sri Lanka, kflling at least 
10 peojde, militazy offi^k said. 

Tbe de^ induded five sol- 
diers, one {x>lioeman and four 
Sinhalese civilians, said the offi- 
cials who cannot be identified 
under briefing rales. 

The ambush took place at 730 
a.m (0200 GMl) in Bakmi- 
tiyawa village when the soldiers 
were bn^ with the daily task of 
roads for land mines 
and booby traps , tbe officials 
said. 

Details of the attack were not 
tmmetfiately available from tire 
remote viliage in Ampara dis^ 
trict, 200 kilometies east of Col- 
ombo. 


Elsesriiere, nine rebds were 
kOled Thuraday in separate bat- 
tles vrith government tnx^ in 
nortiiein mid eastern Sri Tanka , 
mifitBiy officials saicL 


Two militants swallowed 
cyanide pufa after being injured 
in fighting in tiie easteim town of 
Pottnvil and a third died of 
bullet wounds, the officials, who 
cannot be identified under brief- 
ing roles, said. Pottnvil is 220 
Idlooietres east of CcdcHnbo. _ 
Three were balled in 

two separate incidentB in the 
north and tbe east, the c^Scials 
said witiiaat giving details. 


Th^ said three more guerril- 
las were killed m Elqtiiaiit Pass 
near a militaiy camp that has 
been under attack since Sunday. 


Bangladesh politicians 


agree not to trade abuse 


Under Wang^s temne, China 
witnessed a soaring crime rate. 

What officials ckscribed as a 
“serious, smashing campaign 
launched this year resulted in ^ 
executions of hundreds, possibly 
thousands of people. 

The human rights organisation 
Amnesty International said in 
September that the 1,100 people 
it knew had been sentenced to 
death over the previous 12 
nxmtfas were the “tip of the 


Wang’s predecessor. Roan 
Qxmg^ was dismissed after 
an earlier wave of stndent pto- 
democra^ pro test s . 


The New <T»na News Agency 
reported tiiax 66-year-old Zheng 
Trobin was r^laced as forogn 
trade minister after five yean in 
office by Li Lanqiog, 58, finmer- 
ly his vice 


DHAKA (R) — Bangiad^’s 
normally voc^etons poUtidans 
have agreed not to trade abuse 
in the ran np to Feb. 27 
paliamentazy elections. 

’'The decision to refrain from 
making provocative remarks so 
that the elections am be held 
peacefully was reached at a 
meeting 'of three political 
alliances," a senior political 
leader said Friday. 

He said tiie meeting Tliuxsday 
ni^t, headed by N& ^wkat 
Ali, Dhaka brand leader of the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Paz^ 
(BNP), urged political woricers 
“to remain reqiectful to demo- 
cratic bdavioms and avmd past- 
ing posters of one party on tiiat 
of another.” 

Tbe meeting followed rqx»ts 
that BNP chief B^um 
2ia and her main rival for p(xw- 
er, Awami League leader Steikh 
Hnina, had m^ soornfhl refer- 
ences to each other at recent 
election rallies. 

“We mast mafntain miity and 
understanding for peacefol hold- 
ing of the election with a spiri t 
tiiat boond us together in forcing 
former President Hossain 
Mohammad Ezshad frmn nearly 


ooup, resigned and handed over 
power to Acting President Shar 
habnddin Ahmad on Dec. 6 af- 
ter a violent campaign by 
oppootion parties, students and 
othms. 


Ersiiad, now m aetenoon m a 
private vOla, was formaJiy 
charged Tfannday witir abuse erf 
power and cozinption. 

Ahmad, a former duef jus- 
tice, said after taking office that 
fas naain jcib was to hold free arid 
impaitial elections to 'restrae 
denuxracy in tins-South Asian 
country of 110 miOfon of the 
woricTs poorest pec^rie. 

He fai^ ordered a two-week 
amnesty, which expired 
Wednesday, for ill^al anns to 
be surrendered. Tbose vriio 
frdled to snnender their arms 
feced penalties of iq> to life 
inquiscniinent, he said. 

- Fcdice seiz^ a number -of 
illegal anns from tire Inme'of 


Bat they said only about 100 
aims and a small quantity of 
ammunition had bera s n rren- 
dered within dte a mn est y dead- 
fine. 


99 


one leader told reporters. 

Ershad, a former general who 
seized power in a 1982 mifiiazy 


Ifowever, tbe Intezior hfims- 
try said in a statement Thnxsday 
night that more than 500 
firearms had been seized in lakb 
during the two-week peiiocL 


Former Romanian king wants to return 


geneva (R) — Former King 
Michael of Romania, undaunted 
by expolsioc from his native 
l^d. said Friday be wants to 
retnni to Romania as a free 
citizen and would like to become 
its ooDstitutional monarch once 


more. 

hCchael, 69. was kicked out of 
Romania Wednesday only 12 
hours after he had arrived on a 
private Christmas trip to visit his 
aDcest o is’ graves. 

'Tbe former monarch, who has 
been Irving in exile smoe tbe 
Coomniiito focoed him fona the 
throne in 1947. charged in a 
statement distributed by bis 
pre ss office that the authorities 
had flagrantly violated bis hu- 
man rights during this week’s 


visit. 

But his statement added: 
**This new obstrartion will not 
be able to change tbe nnalter- 
able desire of His Majes^ King 
Michael to enter in a trip as a 
free citizen of tins country, with- 
out any constraint.” 

Michael has criticased Roma- 
nia’s leaders as being former 
Communists, little from 

dictator Nicolae Ceausescu 
whom they overthrew a year 
ago. 


Tbe government bad also pre- 
vented him from makiDg an eas- 
ier visit last April, saying it was 
ttx> dose to national elections in 
May, hot had said he would be 
free to vtsi after the polk. 


MIdiael stated that he had 
mad e it dear to the Romanian 
authorities before travelling to 
Budiazest that be would stay 
clear of political affairs. 

Nonetheless be showed in his 
statement that be stiD believes 
the pre-Communist constitution 
of 1923, which prorides for a 
king alongride a parliament, to 
be the legitimate one.. 

“IBs Majesty IGng . Micbad 
remains feilthfril to his oath 
made to tire Romanian nation. 
He declares bimself reaify to 

serve the cause of the Romanian 

people above political interests 
or g^up^ in oonfonm^ with tbe 
prerogatives which are given him 
by the l^fthnate constitution of 
Romania,’’ his statement said. 


Explosion damages Luanda airport 


LUANDA (R) — An exjriosion 
cau^ extensive damage to the 
centre of Luanda’s mteniationa] 
airport late Thursday xri^t but 
were no immediate reports of 


Airport security guards said 
passengexs oo a French UTA 
flight bound for Paris had 
aheaebr boarded tiieir plane be- 
fore tiie blast at 1130p.m. ^130 
GMT). This was the otdy iatez^ 
oatio^ flight out of Loanda- 
during the evening. 

Angolan Radto said tbe rebel 
UNTTA movement was {Re- 
sumed to be rea^ionsiUe for the 
explosioa, the second in tiie 
Angolan capital in two weeks. 

The radio said the pre vious 
blast at the Petrangol (Angola 


Petroleum Comparer) refinery 
was UNTTA saboti^. 

UNITA, the U.S.-backed 
National Union for tiie Total 
Independenoe of Angola (UN- 
ITA), has been luting the kf- 
dst Luanda government sinoe 
independenoe from Portugal 15 
year ago. 

Reporters were barred by a 
seocu^ officer from the blast 
site in tiie two-scozcy building 
but the damage was dearly visi- 
ble. 

The ezfrfosion had lednoed a 
rtairway to a mass of rabble and 
twisted stanchiiRis. Wooden 
‘paxtitioot were Mown flat and 
the main entraime do(as buckled 
outwards with tbe g^tass blows 
away. 


Ffights were prooeerfing nor-’ 
many Friday monmig, inchufing 
two mteraationa! arzivak 




Deputy Foreign Minister 
Venancio da Mom, who in> 
spected tiie dama^, made no 
oonunent and refijsed to specu- 
late on who was responsible. 

UNTTA and Angola’s ra&m 
S®TA,-PT (Popular Movement 
ror the Liberation of Angola- 
PaxO^) have held five 
^ 00 ^ <rf peace talks. A sixtfa 
resjOT is due to be held m 

USOMl in Janw^ yy 

UNITA’s radio; die Voice of 
m Resistance of the Blaii 
Codteiel, made no mention of 

topcRt blast m i» iiiorimi* 

broadi^ 



Tom Cruise marries 
Nicole Kidman 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Tom 
Cnnse married Nicole Kithnaa, 
his co-star in Days Of TTnuMfoTt 
in a private ceremony at a ^ 
oredo resort- Few 
tbe Christo*®* Eve 
ding were disclosed, but Cniu^~; 
spokeswoman, Andrea Jaffei 
■aid a bandfiil of femi^ m eutiw ft . 
witnessed the 30-ininute (ivll 
ceremony. Honeymoon plans 
weren’t discIosecL It was the fizrt 
maziiage for the Australian ac- 
tress and the second for Criiise, 

vriiose nearly tiuee-yeiu’ mai^ 
riage to actress MIm Rogers 
ended in divoice in Jannary. 
Gniise, 28, met Nfiss Kidmai^ 
23, while fibmng Days-Of Tfanii- - 
der. The oofnple are in pre- 
{Rxxhiction for -tiietr nesxt film 
together. The Irish Story 
directed by Ron Howard. 


Thai thieves leave 
no signs 


BANGKOK (R) — An unnsnal 
^pate of highway robberies in 
northeast Tliailand has left 
motorists scratching their beads. 
Thieves have been making off with 
traffic «£«« to siril as sc r ^ met- 
al, according a report in Friday’a 
Banghetic Post. Apparentiy die 
alnmzmnn alloy to 
the rigns can fetdi 40-50 baht 
(about $2) from scrap mer- 
chants. 


LA. police want a 
New Year’s Eve 
ceasefire 


LOS ANGELES (R) ^ Police 
rdnforoemeiits wflj be out in Los 
Angeles on New Year’s Eve to 
ifisranzage peofrie from firing 
guns into tte air to celebrate 
1991, police said. “Every year, 
on Jan. 2, we count bullets that 
come back down to the ground,” 
assistant police chief Robert 
Vernon said. “Unfortunate^, we 
count some of these bullets in 
people.’’ “We are geting to 
blaziket die dty with police,^' be 
added. Gun shops in Los 
Angeles have bemi banned from 
setting amixiiizutibn for a. week 
bc||^ the New Year hotidiv. 
Bfliboard postm urge people 
not to fire tiieir gnns cm New 
Year's Eve. In one of the wont 
oiitineaks of. firing on New 
Year’s Eve, Lm Angeles poiioe 
had 1,247 reports of gunfire in 
1988. ~ 


New York police 
probe bomb threat 


NEW YORK (R) — New York 
authorities are investigating a 
possible irfot to blow iq) sites 
along a dty waterfront on New 
Year’s Eve,p(tiioB said. Apolioe 
spokesman said a map foi^ by 
a subway rider showed seven 
industrial sites along the water- 
front in Brooklyn, a New Ycnk 
boTon^ti. The map, turned over 
to police, indicate that bombs 
would explode at the sices on 
YearisEve. CBS local tde- 
vkion news reported Thursday 
that a source told them there 
were notations on tbe map in 
Azalnc. Police said die msq> 
notations in En g^iA- “We Imve a 
joint investigation going on, and 
yre won’t comment on any writ- 
ing because it conld be e^ence 
in tbe future," said the s{x>kes- 
maxL. But he said: “You better 
believe we’re taking tins 
very seriously." He said one of 
the sites on tbe msq>, seardied by 
the bomb squad and anti- 
terroiist taric force, was tile Con 
Edisra Complex whidi houses 
big gas tanks. 


Country singers 
to build a club 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — . 
Country entertamers Waylon 
Je nning s and Wilfie Nekon are 
jotnii^ forces to develop a rfnh 
where th^ can perfo rm from 
time to time. The dub, to bo 
called “Waylon And Willie’s 
Cafc," will be on the city’s Mnd 
Bknd Tomist Park vrinch k 
undergoing renovation as a com- 
panion project to tbe Great 
Amezican Pyramid. The pyra- 
mid,- a 32-storey, stainless steel 
sbuctDre, k scheduled to open ' 
next rtunmer. Mnd Island, a 
stiuggjiiig nea^ tourist park, is 

being zefririnslied to beoo^- 
“fcsttval xtiand.” Tbe iriaiid aiuf _ 
pyramid, tfaoa^ both owned 
lo^ government, wfli be run 
pih^- companies controlled by .v' 
t*usmessman Sidn^ Shlenker^': 
Joairings said ti$e dob be 
with Ndson will have about 20Pf.: 
teats. Jennings yaM he and Nd*'"-' 
^ will perfimn there sew^..' 
broes a year, but he <fidnt sayJ 
1 k}w mar^. Mod island B 
a thr^mile^kMig (54d3ometre) 
tendbarin the Mkriss4>pi River. 
Most of tbe kland k being de- 
veloped as resideiitial property. 
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